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The Great War
1914-1919

ALLAN , WILLIAM LEWIS CAMPBELL. Major.
2nd Battalion, King's Own Scottish Borderers.
Died Wednesday 14 October 1914. Aged 43.
(Please also see the additional comments below, re William’s date of death).
Born Dalhousie, India 6 July 1871.
Eldest son of Major-General William Allan and the late Mrs. Allan (née Kinloch).
Buried Brown's Road Military Cemetery, Festubert, Pas de Calais, France.
Grave Ref: V. E. 1.
Commemorated on a brass memorial plaque which is located in the parish
church of St. Lawrence, Bidborough, which bears the following inscription:-
SACRED/ TO THE MEMORY OF/ WILLIAM LEWES CAMPBELL ALLAN/
MAJOR 3rd BATTN/ KING'S OWN SCOTTISH BORDERERS/ KILLED IN
ACTION/ 12th OCTOBER 1914/ NEAR CUINCHY, LA BASSEE, FRANCE./
AGED 43 YEARS./ BELOVED ELDEST SON OF/ MAJOR GENERAL WILLIAM
ALLAN/ OF HILLSIDE, BIDBOROUGH
Allan’s date of death as shown above is as shown on his Commonwealth War
Graves Commission commemoration, but on all other relevant data checked,
(official and unofficial) the date of his death is shown as having occurred on
Monday 12 October 1914, when “D” Company, 2nd Battalion, King's Own
Scottish Borderers suffered heavy casualties during an attack on the village of
Cuinchy, which is located between the towns of Bethune and La Bassee, Pas de
Calais, France. A keen cricketer, Allan was also interested in shooting and
fishing. He was educated at Wellington College where he was in the Hopetown
from 1895 to 1899, and later went to Brasenose College, Oxford. In 1890 Allen
was gazetted as a Second Lieutenant in the King's Own Scottish Borderers. He
was later promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, and on 3 June 1899, Allan was
promoted to a Captain. From 1900 to 1902 he was on active service during the
Second Boer War in South Africa, which had included serving as Station Staff
Officer, Lines of Communications at Modder River from 21 March 1900, and also
took part in the operations at Cape Colony. The following obituary appertaining to
William’s father was published in The Times newspaper dated 16 July 1918:-



“Major-General William Allan, who has died at Hillside, Bidborough, Kent, at the
age of 86, was the son of Alexander Allan, of Hillside, Edinburgh, and entered
the Army in 1850, serving in the Crimea with the 41st, the Welsh Regiment. He
fought at the Alma and Inkerman, in both assaults on the Redan, and at
Sevastopol, receiving the medal with three clasps, the Turkish medal, and the
Legion of Honour. He was Brigadier-General commanding the troops in Cyprus
from 1890 to 1894. He married first, in 1870, a daughter of Lord Kinloch, and as
his second wife Jane Husey, daughter of the Rev. James Senior, afterwards
Husey-Hunt. The funeral will take place tomorrow.”

NICHOLSON, ARTHUR KNIGHT. Second Lieutenant.

"B" Squadron, 18th (Queen Mary's Own) Hussars.

Died Saturday 31 October 1914.

Born Helena, Montana, U.S.A. 6 October 1893.

Only son of Herbert Nicholson J.P., C.C., and Stella Nicholson (née Knight), of
Bidborough Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Buried Oak Dump Cemetery, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Grave Ref: J. 7.
Commemorated on a marble memorial plague which is located in the parish
church of St. Lawrence, Bidborough, which bears the following inscription:-

IN/ LOVING MEMORY OF/ ARTHUR KNIGHT NICHOLSON/ 2NDLIEUT. 18TH
HUSSARS./ KILLED IN ACTION NEAR YPRES, BELGIUM,/ OC. 31ST 1914,
AGED 21 YEARS./ ONLY SON OF/ HERBERT AND STELLA NKIOLSON/
BIDBOROUGH HALL./ DULCE AT DECORUM EST PRO PATRIA KRI.
Arthur was educated at St. Andrew’s, Harrow, and at the Sandhurst Military
Academy. From Sandhurst, Arthur was gazetted as a Second Lieutenant in the
18th (Queen Mary's Own) Hussars. At the commencement of the Great War
thel8th (Queen Mary's Own) Hussars was stationed at Tidworth on the eastern
edge of Salisbury plain, at which time the regiment was part of 2nd Cavalry
Brigade in Cavalry Division. Arthur’'s regiment moved to France and landed at the
busy port of Boulogne on 16 August 1914. On 16 September 1914 the Cavalry
Division was renamed as the 1st Cavalry Division. Arthur fell during the fighting

at St. Eloi, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

RYE, HENRY (Harry) JOHN. Private, G/11413.

10th (Service) Battalion, Queen’'s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), (Kent
County).

Died Tuesday 27 February 1917. Aged 32.

Born Bidborough, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent.
Grandson of Emily Rye of Bidborough, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Buried Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: XI. B. 7A.



STILL, LUKE. M.M. Private, 225339.

1st (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers).

Posted to the 11th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment).
Died Friday 18 October 1918. Aged 21.

Born Gatton. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Bidborough, Royal Tunbridge
Wells, Kent.

Son of George and Emma Mary Still of Tonbridge, Kent.

Buried Abbeville Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: IV. H. 9.

Formerly Private, 6605, Essex Regiment.

THORNE, CHARLES LOUIS. Corporal, G/16518.

8th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died Friday 22 March 1918. Aged 21.

Born and resided Bidborough, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Enlisted Royal
Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Son of Harry and Sarah Jane Thorne (née Saunders) of vy Cottage, Bidborough,
Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 58.

Formerly Private, 788, Royal Sussex Regiment. Charles was posted to France
on Monday 31 May 1915, and was a brother of William Thorne who is the
following casualty briefly commemorated below.

THORNE, WILLIAM. Private, 5408.

7th (South Irish Horse) Battalion, Royal Irish Regiment.

Died Monday 15 July 1918. Aged 25.

Born and resided Bidborough, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Enlisted Royal
Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Son of Harry and Sarah Jane Thorne (née Saunders) of vy Cottage, Bidborough,
Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Buried Valenciennes (St. Roch) Communal Cemetery, Nord, France.

Grave Ref: IV. F. 19.

Formerly Private, 1847, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). William was
posted to France on Monday 26 July 1915.
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CHEESMAN, ERNEST. Private, G/2130.

6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died Thursday 3 May 1917. Aged 21.

Born Deptford, Kent. Enlisted and resided Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Cheesman of 3, The Mount, Bidborough, Royal Tunbridge
Wells, Kent

Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 7.

JOHNSON, ARTHUR CHARLES. Private, 8235.

2nd Battalion, Hampshire Regiment.

Died Thursday 9 August 1917.

Born Bidborough, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells,
Kent. Resided Southborough, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Buried Potijze Burial Ground Cemetery, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

Grave Ref: T. 1.

Arthur was probably the son of Harry and Emily Johnson who resided at 33,
Taylor Street, Southborough, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent at the time of the
1901 census, when Arthur was recorded by the census enumerator as being a
10 year old native of Bidborough.

TURLEY, WILFRED ARTHUR. Stoker 2nd Class, K/24072.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Pembroke II.

Died 23 February 1915. Aged 20.

Born Tonbridge, Kent 4 September 1896.

Son of George and Emily Turley of Print Style Cottage, Bidborough, Royal
Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Buried St. Mary’s Churchyard, Speldhurst, Kent. Grave Ref: 548.
Commemorated on the Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent, Great War parish tribute
which is in the form of a memorial plaque in the parish church of St John the
Baptist, Penshurst.

WALLIS, WALTER PERCY. Private, 153407.

200th Battalion, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry).

Died Saturday 3 February 1919. Aged 19.

Born Ashford, Kent February 1901.

Son of Percy William and Sarah Naomi Wallis of 9, The Mount, Bidborough,
Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Buried Lapugnoy Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France, Grave Ref: X. F. 3.
Walter is commemorated on the Stockwell, London civic war memorial.



The Second World War

1939-1945

BEATH, CHARLES MOLSON. Captain, 62642.

2nd Battalion, Middlesex Regiment.

Died between 1 Junel1940 and 2 June 1940. Aged 27.

Born Edinburgh. Resided Kent.

Son of Charles Trench Beath and Ida Elsdale Beath (née Molson) of Royal
Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Commemorated on the Dunkirk Memorial, Nord, France. Column 115.

Pre war member of the Middlesex Regiment.

BESZANT, PETER THEOBALD. Pilot Officer (Wireless Operator), 156574.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 83 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died 24 August 1943. Aged 22.

Born East Preston, Littlehampton, Sussex.

Son of Frederick Charles and Amy Theobald Beszant (née Theobald), of
Worthing, Sussex.

Husband of Helen Winifred Beszant (née Sutherland) of Alum Rock, Birmingham.
Buried Berlin 1939-45 War Cemetery, Germany. Grave Ref: 5. L. 36.

Peter was one of the seven crew of Lancaster bomber JA-927 OL-O which was
flown by Pilot Officer (Pilot) John A. Reid, when it took off from R.A.F. Wyton, St.
Ilves, Cambridgeshire at 2020 hours on the night of 23 August 1943. Peter’'s
aircraft was amongst the 727 aircraft, comprised of 335 Lancasters, 251
Halifaxes, 124 Stirlings, 17 Mosquitos that were despatched to take part in a
bombing raid on Berlin. The pathfinder Mosquitos were used to mark various
points on the route to Berlin in order to help keep the Main Force on the correct
track. A Master Bomber was used on the raid, he was Wing Commander J.E.
Fauquier, who was the Commanding Officer of 405 (Canadian) Squadron. The
raid was only partially successful. The Pathfinders were not able to identify the
centre of Berlin by H,S and marked an area in the southern outskirts of the city.
The Main Force arrived late and many aircraft cut a corner and approached from
the south-west instead of using the planned south-south-east approach; this
resulted in more bombs falling in open country than would otherwise have been
the case. The German defences - both flak and night fighters - were extremely
fierce. 56 aircraft, which were 23 Halifaxes, 17 Lancasters, 16 Stirlings were lost
during the raid, which was Bomber Command's greatest loss of aircraft in one
night at that time of the Second World War. Prior to the raid on which it was lost,
Peter’'s squadron had enjoyed a remarkable run of good fortune having operated
since 24 June 1944 without loss. Peter's Lancaster had also taken part in the
now famous raid on Peenemunde by 596 R.A.F. Bomber Command aircraft on
the night of 17/18 August 1944,



BORRADAILE , GAVIN CARFRAE. Sergeant (Air Gunner), 1332645.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 463 Royal Australian Air Force Squadron.
Died 30 January 1944.

Buried Berlin 1939-45 War Cemetery, Germany. Grave Ref: 9. K. 11.

Flown by 24 year old Pilot Officer (Pilot) George L. Messenger of Hamilton, New
South Wales, Australia, Lancaster bomber ED772 JO-G took off from R.A.F.
Waddington, Lincolnshire at 1702 hours on 30 January 1944, with Gavin as a
member of the crew. The Lancaster was amongst 534 aircraft comprised of 440
Lancasters, 82 Halifaxes, and 12 Mosquitos that were taking part in a bombing
raid on Berlin. There were no preliminary diversions on this night, and the
attempt by the German controllers to intercept the bomber stream over the sea
failed. The bombers were, therefore, well on the way to Berlin before meeting
any enemy fighter aircraft, but the Germans were then able to follow the bomber
stream until well into the return flight. During the raid a total of 33 aircraft, 32
Lancasters and 1 Halifax were lost. Gavin’s Lancaster was shot down from
21,000 feet by a night-fighter, crashing at the village of Jabel, about two miles
from the town of Wittstock in the Ostprignitz-Ruppin district of northwestern
Brandenburg, Germany. Five members of the Lancasters’ crew were killed when
it crashed, and initially they were buried by the German authorities at Jabel, but
after the war they have been subsequently re-interred in adjacent graves at the
Berlin 1939-45 War Cemetery, Germany. The two survivors of the crash were
captured, Sergeant E. Brown was interned in Camps L6/L4/357, and had the
PoW No.1254. Reported as 'wounded'. Sergeant M. F. Holmes was interned in
Camps L6/357, and had the PoW No0.1165, he fell ill on one of the forced
marches on 15 April 1945. Having been delivered to 467 Squadron, R.A.F. in
March 1943, and joining 463 Squadron, R.A.F. on 23 November 1943, at the
time of its loss, Gavin’s Lancaster had completed a total of 241 hours during 46
missions over enemy territory.

EAMES, KENNETH HORACE. D.F.C. Flight Lieutenant, 141706.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 626 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died 5 April 1945. Aged 23.

Son of Walter John and Emma Eames.

Husband of Doris Edith Elsie Eames, of Tonbridge, Kent.

Commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Panel 265.

On the evening of 4 April 1945, Kenneth was the pilot of Lancaster PD295 UM-
B2 which took off from R.A.F. Wickenby, Lincolnshire at 2101 hours to take part
in a mission by 258 Lancasters and 14 Mosquitos of Nos. 1 and 8 Groups
Bomber Command to bomb a synthetic oil plant near Lutzkendorf. Some time
after take off the aircraft crashed into the sea just off the French channel coast,
the reasons for the crash are not known. Only five bodies of the seven crewmen
were found, these being washed ashore at various times and locations following
the crash. Recent research has found that the bodies of 21 year old Pilot Officer
Mitcham of Wisbech, Cambridgeshire, and 19 year old Sergeant Ronald Clarke
of Haslemere, Surrey were washed ashore near the French village of Equihen,
and were initially buried in Equihen Churchyard. However at some time later,



their bodies were transferred to Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, Pas de Calais,
France. 35 year old Flying Officer Arthur Moore of Ampthill, Bedfordshire is
buried in Calais Southern Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Sergeant George
Davies is buried in Pihen-les-Guines War Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.
33 year old Sergeant George Fletcher of Harrogate, Yorkshire is buried in Texel
(Den Burg) General Cemetery, Holland. Kenneth’s body and that of 22 year old
William Young of Penpont, Dumfriesshire, Scotland were never found, and both
are commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Kenneth'’s aircraft was one of
six Lancasters that were lost on the Lutzkendorf mission.

ELLIS, RONALD ARTHUR. Sergeant (Air Gunner), 1897461.
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

Died 12 October 1944. Aged 23.

Son of Arthur and Daisy Ruth Ellis of Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
Buried Newhaven Cemetery, East Sussex. Grave Ref: Grave 515.

KINDER, RICHARD. Midshipman.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Repulse.

Died 10 December 1941. Aged 18,

Son of Geoffrey Richard Kinder and of Winifred Kinder (née Bramall) of
Bidborough Ridge, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Commemorated on the Plymouth Naval Memorial. Panel 44, Column 3.

Richard’s ship was a 31,592 ton Renown class battlecruiser that was built at
Clydebank, Scotland. Completed in August 1916, she joined the Grand Fleet
following post-trials modifications and then operated in the North Sea for the
remainder of Great War. Between the two world wars, H.M.S. Repulse
underwent periods of modifications which made her a more formidable warship
prior to the commencement of the Second World War. H.M.S. Repulse operated
with the Home Fleet in the North Sea and Atlantic during the first two years of the
Second World War, In January 1941; she participated in the hunt for the German
battlecruisers Scharnhorst and Gneisenau, and also took part in the pursuit of the
German battleship Bismarck in May 1941. Later in the year she was sent to the
Far East, accompanying the new battleship H.M.S. Prince of Wales. Both ships
arrived at Singapore just before Japan began the Pacific War. As soon as
hostilities commenced, both ship steamed northwards to intercept a reported
Japanese invasion force. While returning to Singapore on 10 December 1941,
both ships were attacked by Japanese high-level bombers and torpedo planes.
Richard’s ship suffered comparitivly minor damage when she was hit by bombs
early in the action, but was later hit by a number of torpedoes. After receiving this
heavy underwater damage, she sank rapidly, followed less than an hour later by
H.M.S. Prince of Wales.
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EAGLESTON, JOHN NELSON. Driver, T/199102. B.A. (Oxon.).
Royal Army Service Corps.

Died 27 March 1945. Aged 34.

Son of Mr. and Mrs. A. S. Eagleston of Bidborough, Kent.

Buried Hanover War Cemetery, Hannover, Niedersachsen, Germany.
Grave Ref: 7. B. 5.

KIRBY, ISAAC. Bombadier, 971289.

59 (Newfoundland) Heavy Regiment, Royal Artillery.

Died Tuesday 2 March 1943.

Resided Pouch Cove, Newfoundland.

Buried St. Lawrence Churchyard, Bidborough, Kent. Grave Ref: Plot N. West.
Commemorated on page 173 of the Newfoundland Book of Remembrance.

Isaac was killed at night by a military vehicle that was in a convoy during the
early stages of Exercise “Spartan.”

PHIPPARD, JOHN BOYD. Gunner, 971376.

59 (Newfoundland) Heavy Regiment, Royal Artillery.

Died Friday 16 April 1943. Aged 23.

Born St. Johns, Newfoundland February 1920.

Son of Thomas Roy and Genevieve Phippard.

Nephew of Kathleen Channing of Placentia, Newfoundland.

Buried St. Lawrence Churchyard, Bidborough, Kent. Grave Ref: Plot N. West.
Commemorated on the Star of the Sea Parish Hall war memorial, Tansies
Placentia, Newfoundland, and on page 188 of the Newfoundland Book of
Remembrance.

John was killed by a short-bursting shell during Exercise “Pilgrim.” For many
years Mrs. Paynter who lived opposite the Hare and Hounds at Bidborough, took
it upon herself to tend the graves of Isaac and John. During the time that their
unit spent in the Bidborough area, Mrs. Paynter was an active member of the
church canteen, and despite the passage of almost seventy years she is still
remembered with affection in Newfoundland and elsewhere.

RYDER, MICHAEL GEORGE. Fourth Engineer Officer.

S.S. Lochkatrine (London), Merchant Navy.

Died 3 August 1942. Aged 26.

Son of Percy George and Madelene Mary Ryder of Bidborough, Kent.
Commemorated on the Tower Hill, Memorial, London. Panel 65.



WILLIAMSON, RICHARD JOHN. First Officer, 88851.

British Overseas Airways Corporation.

Died 15 February 1942.

Son of James Edward and Mary Susan Williamson of Bidborough, Kent.
Commemorated on the Runnymede, Memorial. Panel 288.

John was one of the crew of B.O.A.C. Liberator G-AGDR AM 918, which was
the victim of a ‘friendly fire incident, which at the time of his death the details of
which were subject to wartime censorship. “A British Court of Enquiry found that
Liberator Aircraft number AM 918 in the service of British Overseas Airways,
carrying Lieutenant Colonel Townsend Griffiss, and British military and civilian
passengers, was shot down about 5 miles southwest of the Eddystone
Lighthouse, near Plymouth, England, on Feb. 15, 1942 at about 8:50 A.M. British
Standard Time. Plane was on non-stop flight from Cairo to England. Plane
crashed into channel. Crew and all passengers were lost. No bodies have been
recovered. Plane was shot down by 2 Polish pilots of the Polish Air Force who
failed to identify it as friendly aircraft. Court also found that contributory cause
was lack of exercise of proper and effective control of pilots by ground
organization. Evidence is being taken with the view of bringing the 2 pilots before
court martial. It is requested that no publicity be given to findings of Court of
Enquiry. Formal certificate of death will be forwarded as soon as issued by British
Casualty Section. Request this information be furnished also Chief of Army Air
Forces.” The crew of the aircraft were Captain Robert Humphrey Page (first
pilot), Captain John A.S. Hunter (second pilot), First Officer Richard J.
Williamson, Engineer Officer Horace R. J. Spicer, and Radio Officer H. F. Parker.
The American victim of the shooting down of Richard’'s aircraft; Lieutenant-
Colonel Townsend Griffiss, U.S.A.A.F. was the holder of the American
Distinguished Service Medal, and the French Legion of Honour, and he is
commemorated on the Tablets of the Missing at the Cambridge American
Cemetery, Cambridge, Cambridgeshire. The two polish Spitfire pilots who were
instructed to intercept and shoot down the unidentified aircraft, (Richards’s
aircraft) were Flight Sergeant (later Flight Lieutenant/Kapitan) Stanislaw
Brzeskiwere, and Sergeant Jan Malinowski who were both members of No. 317
(Wilenski) Squadron, R.A.F.
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