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Boughton Monchelsea 

   
The above is a composite image of the four chancel screen memorial pillars in 
the parish church of St. Peter, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent, of the 
photographs taken by Lorenz Parker for inclusion here, which commemorate the 
village casualties of both the two world wars. The Great War pillars were erected 
in 1920. The following pages which have been updated (February 2012) and 
added too, are in response to the not insignificant number of specific requests 
which we have received, for additional information on several of the Great War 
casualties to be added if possible. Unfortunately, as is the case with virtually all 
of the other transcribed forms of remembrances of the victims of wars on 
www.kentfallen.com, due to a variety of reasons, which primarily are supporting 
documentation of different types, the amount of additional information appertaing 
to each of the following casualties varies significantly. As is also the same 
regrettable situation with virtually all of the other war memorials and different 
forms of remembrance, as can be seen below, not all of the natives, residents 
and casualties associated with the parish have been commemorated, and as is 
now customary, we have added those not commemorated above, as ‘Lost Men.’  
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The Great War  
 1914 -1919 

 
ALLEN , JAMES ALFRED. Private, 204372. 
2/6th (Territorial Force) Battalion, South Staffordshire Regiment. 
Died Thursday 21 March 1918. Aged 25. 
Born and resided Boughton Monchelsea, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Elizabeth Allen (née latter) of Knowldens Cottages, Chart Sutton, 
Maidstone, Kent, and the late George Allen. 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 6. 
Formerly Private, 1185, Royal Army Medical Corps. At the time of the 1901 
census, the Allen family resided at Boughton Monchelsea, Kent. Head of the 
house was 50 year old Staplehurst, Kent native George Allen, who was 
employed as a Farm Carter. On Saturday 4 July 1921, James’ family submitted a 
formal application requesting his British War Medal and his Victory Medal. 
 

 
BAKER , HUBERT PERCIVAL. Bugler, 410011. 
38th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Eastern Ontario Regiment). 
Died Thursday 26 April 1917. Aged 27. 
Born Maidstone, Kent Tuesday 21 January 1890. 
Son of William James Albert and Mary Elizabeth Baker of St. Philip’s School 
House, Melville Road, Maidstone, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Vimy Memorial, Pas de Calais, France, and on page 195 
of the Canadian First World War Book of Remembrance. 
At the time of Hubert’s enlistment at Barriefield, Kingston, Ontario, Canada on 
Thursday 6 May 1915, his parents resided at 37, Kingsley Road, Maidstone, 
Kent. Prior to his enlistment Hubert had resided in Canada for eight years, and 
was employed as a Butcher at St. Lawrence Market, 92 - 95 Front Street East, 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Having previously served three years with the 9th 
Battery, Canadian Field Artillery in Toronto, he joined the 59th Canadian Infantry 
Battalion, and was transferred to the 38th Battalion on Wednesday 9 June 1915, 
serving with the battalion during its period of garrison duty in Bermuda, and 
landed in France with the same battalion on Sunday 13 August 1916. Hubert was 
wounded on Saturday 18 November 1916, and after being treated for his wounds 
he rejoined the 38th Battalion in the field on Tuesday 12 December 1916.  
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BARTON, ALFRED HENRY. Private, 2662. 
2nd Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment. 
Died Wednesday 7 August 1918. Aged 39? (Please see below). 
Born Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Alfred Barton and Elizabeth Barton (née Beeching) of Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried Birmingham (Lodge Hill) Cemetery.  
Ref: Screen Wall Commemoration B10. 4. 347A. 
At the time of the 1891 census, the Barton family resided at Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 54 year old Boughton 
Monchelsea native Alfred Barton, who was employed as Carpenter. When the 
1901 census was conducted, Henry was 23 years of age and residing as a 
boarder at 108, Walnut Street, Leicester, Leicestershire and was employed as 
Railway Porter. Head of the house was Alfred’s 26 year old brother Albert John 
Barton, who was employed as a Railway Checker who was also born at 
Boughton Monchelsea. On the 1891 census entry for the Barton family, the then 
16 year old Albert was shown as being employed as a Stock Boy. As is sadly the 
case with thousands of Great War army deaths which occurred within the United 
Kingdom, there is no entry appertaining to Alfred in/on SDGW. No Medal Index 
Card entry for Alfred was located during the research process, which would tend 
to suggest that he did not serve abroad. It would also appear that his services 
papers were amongst those which were destroyed during the Second World War. 
The cemetery where Alfred is at rest contains 498 Great War burials; most of 
them including Alfred are in a war graves plot in Section B10. The names of 
those buried in the plot, or in graves elsewhere in the cemetery which could not 
be individually marked, are inscribed on the Screen Wall. 
 
BLACKMAN , PERCY ROLAND. Private, 43129. 
13th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. 
Died Thursday 28 September 1916. Aged 20. 
Born Lydd, Romney Marsh, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Erith, Kent. 
Son of Thomas Blackman and Ellen Blackman (née Tree) of The Green, 
Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried Villers Station Cemetery, Villers-au-Bois, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: IV. A. 1. 
Formerly Trooper, 2155, West Kent Imperial Yeomanry. At the time of the 1901 
census, the Blackman family resided at 4, Sunnyside, Lydd, Romney Marsh, 
Kent. Head of the house was 42 year old Orlestone, Ashford, Kent native 
Thomas Blackman, who was employed as a General Labourer. Percy’s mother 
was recorded by the census enumerator as being a 33 year old native of 
Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. Percy is eroniously commemorated in 
St. Peter’s parish church Boughton Monchelsea, as still belonging to his former 
regiment at the time of his death. It was noted by the transcriber of these brief 
commemorations that Percy is not commemorated on the Erith, Kent civic war 
memorial, and also that he has no form of rememberance at the town of Lydd, 
Romney Marsh, Kent where he was born.  
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BOWLES, JOHN. Private, 6707. 
4th Battalion, Australian Infantry, A.I.F. 
Died Saturday 14 September 1918. Aged 35. 
Son of Richard Bowles and Ann Bowles of Martins Farm, Boughton Monchelsea, 
Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried Heath Cemetery, Harbonnières, Somme, France. Grave Ref: X. C. 8. 
John is also commemorated on the Australian National War Memorial, Canberra, 
A.C.T. Australia. Panel 39. 
Having emigrated to Australia seven years prior to enlisting in the A.I.F. at Mount 
Baker, Western Australia on Tuesday 18 July 1916. John stated at his enlistment 
that he was employed as a Foreman on a fruit farm, and that he was single. 
Following his initial military training, John was in draft of reinforcements which 
embarked from the port of Sydney, New South Wales, on Wednesday 8 
November 1916 onboard the 8491 ton Commonwealth & Dominion Line 
requisitioned ship SS Port Nicholson. John died whilst he was a patient at the 
No.5 Casualty Clearing Station. 
 
BRIDGER, HARRY EDWARD. Private, 35921. 
8th (Service) Battalion, Gloucestershire Regiment. 
Died Wednesday 17 April 1918.  Aged 18. 
Born Folkestone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Edward John Bridger and Emma Jessie Bridger of Marlpitt, Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent.  
Buried Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, Boulogne-sur-Mer, Pas de Calais, France. 
Grave Ref: IX. A. 7. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Bridger family resided at 2, Myrtle Road, 
Folkestone, Kent. Head of the house was 30 year old Paddlesworth, Rochester, 
Kent native Edward John Bridger, who was employed as a General Labourer. 
 
BURCHETT, GEORGE WALLIS. Private, 41114. 
1st Battalion, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 
Died Wednesday 19 May 1917. 
Born Ulcombe, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 6, and on 
page 284 of Ireland, Casualties of World War I, 1914-1918. In view of the close 
proximity of the parishes of Ulcombe and Lenham, George is probably the 
casualty who is commemorated as George Burchett on the Lenham, Maidstone, 
Kent civic war memorial, and on the Great War memorial plaque in the parish 
church of St. Marys, Lenham, Maidstone, Kent. 
Unfortunately no irrefutable match for George and his family was located by the 
transcriber of these brief commemorations on census entries. The Medal Index 
Card entry for George only shows that he had served as a Private in the Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers, but no date of his posting overseas was entered on the card. 
His services papers were not located, and were probably amongst those which 
were destroyed during or resulting from an air raid during the Second World War. 
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CLARK , ERIC FOSTER. Lieutenant. 
The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), attached to 52 Squadron, Royal Flying Corps. 
Died Monday 1 January 1917. 
Born Maidstone, Kent Monday 26 August 1895. 
Eldest son of George Foster Clark and Henrietta Mary Clark (née Carpenter) of 
Boughton Mount, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent.  
Buried Heilly Station Cemetery, Mericourt-l'Abbe, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: VI. A. 6. 
Also commemorated at Mill Hill School, London, and Trinity College, Cambridge. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Clark family resided at 83, London Road 
West, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was Ramsgate, Isle of Thanet, Kent 
native George Foster Clark, who was a Lemonade Manufacturer. Later the same 
year the family moved to reside at Boughton Mount, Boughton Monchelsea. Eric 
was educated at Mill Hill School, London, and Trinity College, Cambridge 
University. He was a pupil at Mill Hill School from 1908 to 1914, where he was 
School House VI. Monitor, in the Bisley VIII Running Team, and was a Corporal, 
in the Mill Hill School, Officers Training Corps. Eric Entered at Trinity College, 
Cambridge in July 1914 where he was a student for only a few months, prior to 
being commissioned as a Temporary Second Lieutenant in The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment) on Wednesday 4 November 1914. Eric was promoted to the rank of 
Lieutenant on Thursday 14 October 1915, which was only six days before he was 
posted to France for service with the British Expeditionary Force, at which time 
he was serving in the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). In 
response to his application for a transfer to the Royal Flying Corps whilst he was 
serving on the Western Front, on Friday 23 June 1916 Eric was tested at Acheux 
on the Somme with a view to a transfer/attachment to the R.F.C. Following his 
successful application for a transfer, Eric served as an Observer with the Royal 
Flying Corps. On Monday 1 January 1917, Eric was serving as the Observer in a 
RE8 (A82) of 52 Squadron, Royal Flying Corps, that was being flown by 21 year 
old Fittleworth, Chichester, Sussex native Lieutenant John Keith Grant 
Robertson, which took off from Chipilly Airfield, Somme, France in order to carry 
out an artillery observation flight over the enemy lines. It was a particularly 
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arduous task which the pair were undertaking, as the combination of low clouds 
and strong winds all day made service flying impossible. The RE8 machine was 
destroyed by fire (cause unknown) above the Somme village of Malincourt near 
Albert, and was seen by the Germans to crash in flames killing both the crew. 
There seems to be some (understandable) confusion appertaing to both officers 
deaths, as depending on which data source or publications are consulted, shows 
both as having been killed in action or died of wounds. Lieutenant John 
Robertson was the eldest son of John Herbert Robertson, late I.C.S., and his 
wife, Helen Rowena Robertson of “Linden House,” Tonbridge, Kent. After one 
term at Harrow he went to study in Geneva, Switzerland, and then went to 
Edinburgh University, to study medicine. He left Edinburgh University to take up 
a business career in the firm of varnish manufactures Messrs. Robert Ingham 
Clark & Co., of West Ham Abbey, Stratford, Essex. John enlisted in the Royal 
Army Medical Corps at the Commencement of the Great War and then obtained 
a commission in the Army Service Corps. He went to the front in August 1915 
and was invalided home in the following March. He then joined the Royal Flying 
Corps as a Pilot and went to France in October 1916. He was attached to the 52 
Squadron where he was primarily engaged on artillery duty. Kent casualties Eric 
Foster Clark and John Keith Grant Robertson are at rest in adjacent graves at 
Heilly Station Cemetery, Mericourt-l'Abbe, Somme, France. Amongst the many 
letters of condolence which were sent to George Foster Clark and Henrietta Mary 
Clark following Eric’s death was one from Major Lord Teynham who had served 
with him in the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Major 
Lord Teynham wrote:- "He was my 2nd. In command and was my right hand 
man. He was a thoroughly conscientious and reliable officer. Officers and men 
liked and respected him and those of them who are left (alas very few) will 
greatly regret his loss." His Flight Commander wrote:- "I can only assure you of 
the grief felt by both Officers and men of his Squadron at the death of two of the 
keenest and most efficient Officers we had, I put great trust in your son he was 
the best observer I had." When the 1991 census was conducted, Eric was a 15 
year old pupil at Mill Hill Public Secondary School, Mill Hill, London, N W. The 
Clark family to which Eric belonged, for several years employed many people in 
Maidstone, and had trading name Foster Clark which was started by his father 
George Foster Clark. In 1891, encouraged by the success of his products, 
George began full-time manufacture in a small building in Mote Road, Maidstone. 
He well understood the value of advertising as illustrated by his adoption of the 
Eiffel Tower - a well known contemporary symbol - as the trademark for his 
lemonade powder. In 1895 the firm moved to the Chambers jam factory premises 
in Hart Street, Maidstone which became the Eiffel Tower works. Expansion made 
Foster Clark's a nationally known brand name in the years before the Great War, 
producing a range of convenience foods which included custard powders, jellies, 
desiccated soups and canned goods, as well as lemonade powder. The 
company's employees were mainly women, many of who travelled to work from 
the local villages, including Boughton Monchelsea. In addition to providing 
employment, members of the family were also very generous benefactors, a 
consequence of which is that a number of locations in and around the county 
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town of Kent are named in their memory, including the Foster Clark Estate which 
was built on 1,000 acres of land donated by George Foster Clark in 1925, it being 
the same year that he donated 14 acres of land in Barton Road, Maidstone for 
playing fields at Maidstone Grammar School for Boys. George Foster Clark 
moved to Maidstone in 1872, and first worked as an Errand Boy for Thomas 
Brown a Bookseller and Printer at Week Street, Maidstone. Twenty years after 
arriving in Maidstone, George became a Borough Councillor, and in 1916 he 
became the Mayor of Maidstone remaining as such for the remainder of the 
Great War years. On Saturday 19 July 1919 Alderman George Foster Clark read 
the Peace Day Address in Maidstone. Having twice stood for Parliament and 
being narrowly defeated on both occasions, in 1925 Eric’s father declined the 
offer of a Knighthood from the Prime Minister, Stanley Baldwin. Eric’s father; 
George Foster Clark died at Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex, on Thursday 29 September 
1932, at which time his home address was still at Boughton Mount, Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent.  
 
COLE, WILLIAM. Driver. Army Service Corps. No clear trace, but at the time of 
the 1901 census, there was Cole family residing at The Quarries, Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 47 year old Yalding, 
Maidstone, Kent native Henry Cole, who was employed as an Agricultural 
Labourer. Numbered amongst the six Cole children was 7 year old William, who 
was born at Boughton Monchelsea, the son of Henry Cole and Marden, Kent 
native Sarah A Cole. Only two members of the Army Service Corps with the rank 
of Driver are commemorated by the Commonwealth War Grave Commission, 
unfortunately neither commemorations show family details etcetera. Of the two 
Drivers, only one of them has an entry in/on ‘Soldiers Died in the Great War,’ and 
if the entry is correct he was born and resided at Islington, and having enlisted at 
Hampstead he appears to not be the Boughton Monchelsea, which only leaves 
the following casualty who by the process of elimination appears to be arguably 
the best match for the soldier commemorated at Boughton Monchelsea church:- 
COLE, WILLIAM. Driver, T4/038159. 
12th Divisional Train, Army Service Corps. 
Died Monday 11 November 1918. 
Buried Brebieres British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: D. 8. 
William was posted to France for service with the British Expeditionary Force on 
Saturday 25 September 1915, whilst he was serving as a Driver in the Army 
Service Corps. The 12th (Eastern) Divisional Train, Army Service Corps in which 
William was serving at the time of his death on the same day that the armistice 
was signed, was comprised of the 116, 117, 118, and 119 Companies Army 
Service Corps. All four companies were formed on Monday 31 August 1914 and 
served on the Western Front with the 12th (Eastern) Division. Surplus to 
peacetime army requirements, the 116, 117, 118, and 119 Companies of the 
then Royal Army Service Corps were all disbanded in May 1919. Also shown as 
being at home on the night of the 1901 census referred to above was 1 year old 
Fred Henry Cole who also served in the army during the Great War, as a Private 
in the Royal Army Medical Corps, but Fred thankfully survived the carnage. 
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COLEMAN, EDWARD. Private, 42186. 
2/6th (Territorial Force) Battalion, North Staffordshire Regiment. 
Died Monday 15 April 1918. Aged 34. 
Born Chart Sutton, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Thomas Coleman and Mary Ann Coleman (née Newick) of Church Street, 
Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent.  
Husband of Winifred Keys (formerly Coleman), (née Latter) of Clapper Lane, 
Staplehurst, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, 
Belgium. Panel 8.  
Formerly Private, 29322, 32nd Training Reserve Battalion, and Private, G/42851, 
16th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment (Public Schools). Edward married 
Miss Winifred Latter at Boughton Monchelsea parish church on Saturday 20 June 
1908. He enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War,’ on Saturday 27 May 
1916. When he enlisted, Edward stated that he was 32 years and 144 days old, 
residing at Gravitts Farm, Peens Lane, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent, 
and employed as a Tree Pruner. The 32nd Training Reserve Battalion in which 
Edward initially served and trained, was in the 7th Reserve Brigade, and was 
formerly the 15th (Reserve) Battalion, of the Royal Fusiliers (City of London 
Regiment). Edward served in France from Tuesday 22 May 1917, and was 
posted from the 32nd Training Reserve Battalion to the 16th (Service) Battalion, 
Middlesex Regiment (Public Schools) whilst he was at the Infantry Base Depot, 
Etaples, Pas de Calais. Edward was wounded on Thursday 4 October 1917 and 
evacuated back to England, on his recovery from his wounding he served in the 
6th (Reserve) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment at Chatham, Kent. On Friday 22 
March 1918 Edward sailed from Southampton and arrived at Cherbourg the 
same day, he arrived at ‘J’ Depot, Etaples on Saturday 29 March 1918, from 
where he was transferred to the 2/6th (Territorial Force) Battalion, North 
Staffordshire Regiment the next day. Edward was numbered amongst the 70 
other ranks in the 2/6th (Territorial Force) Battalion, North Staffordshire Regiment 
who died on Monday 15 April 1918. Following his death Edward was initially 
posted as ‘Missing,’ but the Army Council later made the decision that for official 
purposes, it was to be assumed that he had died on or after 15 April 1918.  
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EDMETT, FRED. M.M. Lance Corporal, 16870. 
13th Company, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry). 
Died Wednesday 13 September 1916. Aged 30. 
Born and resided Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Gravesend, 
Kent. 
Son of George Edmett (1846 – 1931) and Kezia Edmett (née Ailwood) (1849 –
 1926), of Spring Farm, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried St. Sever Cemetery, Rouen, Seine-Maritime, France. Grave Ref: B. 21. 9. 
Formerly Private, L/8498, 1st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). Unfortunately, Fred’s services papers were not located, and were 
probably amongst those which were destroyed during or resulting from an air raid 
during the Second World War. His Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) 
regimental number is that of a soldier who had enlisted in the regiment in 1907. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Edmett family resided at Hermitage Lane, 
Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 57 year old 
Biddenden, Ashford, Kent native George Edmett, who was employed as an 
Ordinary Agricultural Labourer. A regular soldier in the 1st Battalion, Queen’s 
Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), Fred arrived with the battalion at the French 
port of Harve on Saturday 15 August 1914 for service with the British 
Expeditionary Force. Following his service with the 1st Battalion, Queen’s Own 
(Royal West Kent Regiment), during which time Fred was awarded the Military 
Medal, he transferred to the Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) on Boxing Day 1915. 
A year of warfare on the Western Front proved that to be fully effective, machine 
guns must be used in larger units, and crewed by specially trained men. To fulfill 
this need, the formation of the Machine Gun Corps was authorized in October 
1915 with infantry, cavalry, motor and in early 1916 a heavy branch. Fred was a 
brother of George Edmett who is the next casualty briefly commemorated below.  
 
EDMETT, GEORGE. Lance Corporal, 8317. 
1st Battalion, King's Shropshire Light Infantry. 
Died Saturday 3 July 1915. Aged 39. 
Born Biddenden, Ashford, Kent Enlisted Newport. Resided Chart Sutton, 
Maidstone, Kent.  
Son of George Edmett and Kezia Edmett (née Ailwood) of Spring Farm, 
Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 
Grave Ref: III. D. 8A.  
George is also commemorated on page 566 of the Canadian First World War 
Book of Remembrance.  
A regular soldier, George was serving as a Private in the 2nd Battalion, King's 
Shropshire Light Infantry at Trimulgherry, India when the 1911 census was 
conducted. As is the case with his brother above, the service papers for George 
were not located, but his King's Shropshire Light Infantry regimental number is 
indicative of him having joined the regiment in 1906. He was posted to France on 
Sunday 20 September 1914, it being 10 days after the bulk of the 1st Battalion, 
King's Shropshire Light Infantry had arrived at the French port of St. Nazaire. 
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GATES, FREDERICK STEPHEN. Private, 72221. 
134th Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps. 
Died Sunday 3 September 1916. Aged 18. 
Born and resided Boughton Monchelsea, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Thomas Gates and Alice Gates (née Foad) of Haste Hill Cottages, 
Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried Acheux British Cemetery, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: Plot 1. Row A. Grave 22. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Gates family resided at Haste Hill, Boughton 
Monchelsea. Head of the house was 33 year old Boughton Monchelsea native 
Thomas Gates, who was employed as a Domestic Groom. Frederick enlisted in 
the army ‘For the Duration of the War,’ and attested on Monday 18 October 
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1915. When he enlisted, Frederick stated that he was 19 years and 1 month old, 
residing at Haste Hill Cottages, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent, and 
employed as Farm Labourer. After his initial posting to a Royal Army Medical 
Corps Training Company, Frederick was very quickly transferred to the 134th 
Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps on Thursday 28 October 1915. 
Following his service in the United Kingdom, Frederick was posted to France for 
service with the British Expeditionary Force on Monday 6 March 1916, on which 
date he sailed from Southampton in the 134th Field Ambulance, Royal Army 
Medical Corps, and disembarked at the French port of Harve the following day. 
Frederick’s Commonwealth War Graves Commission commemoration details 
show him to have been 18 years of age at the time of his death on Sunday 3 
September 1916. His commemoration in the parish churchyard at Boughton 
Monchelsea, as shown on the photograph above, also shows him as having 
been 18 years old when he was killed in action. It would appear to be the case 
that like many other young men ‘eager to do their bit’ during the Great War, that 
Frederick had got a bit ‘muddled’ when asked to state his age, when he had 
enlisted in the army at Maidstone on Monday 18 October 1915. The other person 
name on the same stone as Frederick at Boughton Monchelsea, is Lydia Gates 
(née White) who died on Wednesday 3 February 1892, and was the 24 year old 
former late wife of Frederick’s father. 
 
GENN, HARRY HERBERT. Rifleman, B/200278. 
"D" Company, 10th (Service) Battalion, Rifle Brigade. 
Born and resided Boughton Monchelsea, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Died Friday 30 November 1917. Aged 24. 
Son of James Billett Genn and Eliza Genn (née Potter) of The Quarries, 
Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, Nord, France. Panel 10. 
Formerly Private, 3913, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Genn family resided at Cock Street, 
Boughton Monchelsea. Head of the house was 49 year old Staplehurst, Kent 
native James Billett Genn, who was employed as a Bricklayers Labourer. Harry 
was a brother of the next casualty briefly commemorated. 
 
GENN, JAMES EDWARD. Private, 456989. 
Labour Corps. 
Died Saturday 9 November 1918. Aged 38. 
Born Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of James Billett Genn and Eliza Genn (née Potter) of The Quarries, 
Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Husband of May Edith Genn (née Gibbons) of 35, Ball Street, The Wells Road, 
Mapperley, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire. 
Buried Luton Church Burial Ground, Crawley Green Road, Luton, Bedfordshire. 
Grave Ref: Z. N. 52. 
Formerly Private, 375385, Essex Regiment. James’ death was recorded in the 
Luton, Bedfordshire, Registration District during the fourth quarter of 1918. 
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GILBERT, BRIDG. Private, 14859. 
8th (Service) Battalion, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry 
(Pioneers). 
Died Monday 9 December 1918. 
Born Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of William Gilbert and the late Ellen Gilbert (née Bridgland) (1862 – 1901). 
Buried Dedeagatch British Cemetery, Alexandroupolis, Greece. Grave Ref: 39. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Gilbert family resided at Weirton Grange, 
Back Lane, Boughton Monchelsea. Head of the house was 40 year old Linton, 
Maidstone, Kent native, William Gilbert who was employed as an Ordinary Farm 
Labourer. The 8th (Service) Battalion, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light 
Infantry (Pioneers), in which Bridg was serving at the time of his death was 
formed at Oxford, Oxfordshire in October 1914, and went  to Codford, Wiltshire 
on Salisbury Plain attached as Army Troops to the 26th Division the following 
month. It returned billets in Oxford, and on Monday 25 January 1915 it became 
the Pioneer Battalion of the 26th Division, moving to Sutton Veny, Wiltshire in 
March 1915. On Sunday 19 September 1915 the battalion landed at the French 
port of Havre but was quickly moved to Salonika. Dedeagatch (now 
Alexandroupolis) belonged to Turkey until 1913, and to Bulgaria from 1913 to 
1919. It was bombarded by an Allied squadron in October 1915 and was 
occupied by Commonwealth forces in October 1918. No.31 Casualty Clearing 
Station was posted in the town until the end of the year. The cemetery where 
Bridg is at rest was used from October to December 1918 and after the 
Armistice, 18 graves were brought in from other cemeteries, 13 of them from the 
Kavalla Anglo-French Cemetery. Kavalla was a port of call for hospital ships in 
November 1918. The cemetery now contains 64 Commonwealth burials of the 
Great War. There are also two Second World War burials, and 16 burials of other 
nationalities, mostly Serbian civilians. The 8th (Service) Battalion, Oxfordshire 
and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry (Pioneers) suffered surprisingly few deaths 
during the Great War, and whilst obviously incorrect by virtue of the fact that 
numbered amongst those not commemorated in/on ‘Soldiers Died in the Great 
War,’ is Bridg, only 41 other ranks deaths from the battalion are recorded on 
‘Soldiers Died in the Great War’ as having lost their lives. Most of those who died 
were at Salonika. Unfortunately no supporting documentation has been located 
by the transcriber of these brief commemorations, appertaing to the cause of 
death for Bridg, in the form of his death certificate or casualty card etcetera. It 
has been noted over the years of researching, that a not insignificant number of 
officers and other ranks of all nations, who were serving in the Salonika war 
theatre, died of illnesses and a number diseases including Malaria. Included 
amongst the deaths were those of the people who were victims of the worldwide 
Influenza pandemic, aka Spanish Flu, which lasted from approximately July 1918 
to April 1919 and which ultimately claimed more lives that those which died as 
the direct result of military actions during the Great War. Purely speculation on 
the part of the transcriber and obviously should be viewed as such, but it is 
possible that in view of the date of Bridg’s date of death and place of burial, he 
too might have been a victim of the worldwide Influenza pandemic. 
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LAIGHT, WILLIAM LEEDER. Petty Officer Stoker (Pensioner), 152439. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Spey. 
Died Wednesday 7 March 1917. Aged 47. 
Born Acle, Yarmouth, Norfolk 21 October 1869. 
Son of William and Ellen Laight (née Leeder). 
Husband of Mary Jane Laight (née Benge) of Church Street, Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried Boughton Monchelsea (St. Peter’s) Churchyard. 
Commemorated on the Acle, Yarmouth, Norfolk civic war memorial. 
William had originally enlisted in the Royal Navy for 12 years on Tuesday 21 
January 1890, at which time he stated that he was employed as a Miller. Initially 
William served as a Stoker 2nd Class at H.M.S. Pembroke the Chatham, Kent 
naval barracks. He served on H.M.S. Ruby from Friday 2 May 1890 until 
Saturday 31 December 1892, during which time his rating was raised to Stoker. 
In addition to a number of times being on the roll of H.M.S. Pembroke, William 
had also served on H.M.S. Skipjack, H.M.S. Speedy, H.M.S. Sparrow, H.M.S. 
Argonaut, H.M.S. Clio, H.M.S. Crescent, H.M.S. Blake, H.M.S. Tyne, and H.M.S. 
St. George. He was serving on the 7700 ton Destroyer Depot Ship St. George, 
as a Petty Officer Stoker when he was discharged from the Royal Navy on 
Tuesday 31 December 1912, at the completion of his engagement. William was 
recalled for war service with the Royal Navy on Monday 31 August 1914, at 
which time he was 45 years. H.M.S. Spey, on which William was serving when 
he lost his life, was a harbour tender, ex-iron steam gunboat, which formed part 
of the Home Defence and operated in the Thames Estuary. Lieutenant Ernest 
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Humphreys of the Royal Naval Reserve was in command of the diving operations 
when the winds increased on Wednesday 7 March 1917, and H.M.S. Spey lost 
an anchor which resulted in a collision and being run down at Chatham, Kent by 
the SS Belvedere which was a mud-hopper which was owned and operated by 
the London County Council, and was carrying sludge from London. She regularly 
carried 1,000 tons of sludge down river on the ebb tide to dump the waste at sea, 
and then returned to London Docks on the flood tide. The 363 ton H.M.S. Spey 
was an old flat bottomed River Gunboat which had been built in 1876, for service 
in China to protect British interests. By the turn of the twentieth century, most of 
her class of gunboats which had not been scrapped were converted for other 
uses at home ports. Since 1900 H.M.S. Spey had formed part of home defence 
forces based at Sheerness, Isle of Sheppey, Kent, and in 1905 she was 
converted to a diving tender. She was operating in this role in the Thames 
Estuary between Southend, Essex and Sheerness, Kent when the collision with 
the SS Belvedere. Several contemporary newspapers reported the sinking of 
H.M.S. Spey, but due to wartime restrictions which were in place at the time, she 
was referred to as being simply “One of the smaller vessels of H.M. Navy.” As a 
result of the accident with SS Belvedere 19 of the crew from the ships 
compliment of 37 from H.M.S. Spey were lost. Due to the gale force winds which 
prevailed and the lost of an anchor, Lieutenant Humphreys made the wise 
decision to return to Sheerness. While still in the main Thames Channel the 
much larger SS Belvedere was seen to be coming down river, dead ahead, but 
not necessarily on a collision course. At approximately 1540 hours the SS 
Belvedere was seen to alter course towards H.M.S. Spey, which was doing her 
maximum of 6 knots, which responded with two blasts on the siren and turning to 
port, but it was too late to avoid a collision. Although the SS Belvedere had her 
engines astern by then, she struck H.M.S. Spey a glancing blow on the starboard 
side. Inevitably the elderly H.M.S. Spey did not recoil well from the impact with 
the much heavier vessel. Numerous riveted seams sprung open and the sea 
rushed in, sinking the ship in about three minutes. The majority of the ships 
compliment on H.M.S. Spey were unaware of the impending collision prior to it 
taking place, but tragically events moved so quickly, and few of them could have 
expected their ship to sink so quickly. 13 members of the crew got away quickly 
on the Carley raft and 13 more managed to safely launch the ships cutter. The 
only other boat, a skiff, was the last to leave with only 4 men aboard. That left 7 
men to either await rescue or take to the water, they being 2 Officers, 2 Royal 
Marine Divers and 3 Seamen, who all probably expected to be rescued by the 
SS Belvedere which had lowered one of its own sea-boats, and was hove to only 
about half a mile away. The Second Officer of the SS Belvedere had been on 
watch during the accident, and his first actions were for the safety of his own ship 
and her 23 crew. He quickly ordered the discharge of the ship’s load, and some 
1,000 tons of sludge and mud were dropped through the ship’s bottom into the 
sea. That discharge operation took six valuable minutes, during which time the 
wind had blown SS Belvedere well away from William’s stricken ship. The SS 
Belvedere’s sea-boat was lowered and rowed towards where H.M.S. Spey had 
gone down, but the crew from SS Belvedere soon became exhausted in the gale. 
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They did meet the skiff and take 1 man from it before returning to the SS 
Belvedere, but were unable to find any more survivors. Other naval vessels were 
in the vicinity, and a search and rescue operation soon got under way. H.M.S. 
City of Belfast which was an Armed Boarding Ship, actually saw William’s ship 
sink, and had immediately radioed the news of the sinking to the Signal Station at 
Sheerness. The emergency tug immediately left from Sheerness, and from 
Southend pier a Royal Navy destroyer was dispatched to help. None of these 
ships had any success however, although they searched long into the evening 
using their searchlights. The skiff from H.M.S. Spey was eventually blown onto 
mud flats off the Isle of Grain, Kent, and at approximately 1730 hours the 3 
exhausted survivors who waded ashore were found by men from the nearby 
Royal Naval Air Station. The Carley raft from H.M.S. Spey also drifted onto the 
Isle of Grain mud flats later the same evening, by which time all 13 men on it had 
died. The raft is thought to have been swamped soon after leaving their stricken 
ship, but had continued to float, although half submerged, and the men had all 
succumbed to the combination of the wet and cold. The cutter from the ship, and 
the 13 men who got away from H.M.S. Spey in it all thankfully survived. They had 
to constantly bale-out as waves broke over them, but by 1700 hours they had 
reached the safety of Sheerness Dockyard. The other 7 men’s bodies were found 
at intervals much later. A Coroner’s Inquest into the deaths of the sailors who 
died was held at the Royal Naval Hospital, Gillingham, Kent on Saturday 10, 
Monday 12 and Saturday 17 March 1917, at the conclusion of which the Coroner 
ruled that each mans death was due to drowning following a collision at sea. 
Headed NAVAL TRAGEDY, the Chatham News dated Saturday 10 March 1917 
reported Thirteen Bodies on a Raft, A LOCAL MAN DEAD. An inquest was 
opened on Saturday morning by a Kentish Coroner on the bodies of thirteen 
members of the crew of a guard vessel who lost their lives as the result of a 
collision off the coast, on the 7th inst. Mr E L Baker attended the inquests on 
behalf of the Admiralty, and the following is a list of the victims:- 
William Leeder Laight, aged 47, stoker P.O, of Boughton Monchelsea, near 
Maidstone. Frederick Searle, aged 34, stoker 1st class, of 170, Evelyn-Street, 
Deptford. Arthur John Smith, aged 49, chief stoker (pensioner) of Rose Cottage, 
Broom, Bungay, Suffolk. John Keahtley, aged 39, stoker 1st class, of 30 New 
Henderson Street, Liverpool. Arthur William Runacle, aged 21, A B of Bristol's 
Green, Dorsham, Suffolk. Josepha Angelus Bull, aged 40 AB of 73 Park Road, 
Portmay, West Ham. John Ilston, aged 43, P O 1st class of 36 Chancery 
Buildings, Cable Street, London, EC. George William Hancox, aged 37, A B of 
415 Southwark, Park Road, Rotherhithe, London, E. John Francis Hodder, aged 
34, stoker 1st class of 8 Grafton Road, Plaistow, London E Alfred Harris, aged 
33, armourer's crew, of 55 Webber Road, Waterloo Road, London. William 
Thomas Woodward, aged 36 leading stoker (R F Res). Alfred Edward Boorman, 
chief petty officer, of 43 East Street, Gillingham. George Soulsby, age not known, 
engine room artificer, R.N.R., of 33 Rugby Street, Hesser Road, Hull. The 
Coroner remarked that it was impossible to go into the details of the lamentable 
affair that morning, and the course he proposed to adopt was to take formal 
evidence of identification, and then adjourn the inquest. There were other victims 



 

 16 

- about seven, he believed - and it was possible their bodies would be recovered 
in the meantime. Mr John Caddy was elected foreman of the jury, and the case 
was proceeded with. Evidence of identification was given by A B John Thomas 
Chapman, one of the survivors. Staff Surgeon W. Lawrence Hawkins said the 
bodies came ashore on a raft on the evening of the 7th inst. There were signs of 
life in four of them, and artificial respiration was tried for and hour and a half, but 
without any result. He could fine no sign of the pulse or the heart, but there was a 
slight twitching of the eyelids and a little warmth in the throat. They were, 
however, too far gone to recover. He did not touch the other nine. They were all 
on the raft laying one on  top of the other, and they were semi-immersed. There 
was a little wind blowing, and it was snowing hard. He came to the conclusion 
that they had become unconscious, and slipped down the raft. They would 
become suffocated or die of exposure. The Inquest was then adjourned.  
 

   
LAIGHT, WILLIAM LEEDER. Private, 493352. 
2/1st (Home Counties) Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps. 
Died Wednesday 12 September 1917. Aged 19. 
Born and resided Boughton Monchelsea, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Mary Jane Laight (née Benge) of Church Street, Boughton Monchelsea, 
Maidstone, Kent and the late William Leader Laight. 
Buried Mendinghem Military Cemetery, Proven, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  
Grave Ref: IV. D. 20. 
William was baptised in Boughton Monchelsea parish church on Monday 24 April 
1894. He enlisted for 4 years in the Territorial Force on Monday 19 October 
1914, at which time he stated that he was 17 years and 7 months old, and 
employed as a House and Garden Boy by Mr. & Mrs. Skinner of Church Street, 
Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. William was posted to France for 
service with the British Expeditionary Force on Tuesday 23 January 1917, sailing 
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from Southampton he arrived at the French port of Harve the following day. 
William suffered a shell wound to the head and died of his injuries at the 64th 
Casualty Clearing Station, Royal Army Medical Corps at Mendinghem, Proven, 
West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. At the commemoration of his late father above, 
reference was made to the fact that he is commemorated on the Acle, Yarmouth, 
Norfolk civic war memorial, which also commemorates Hebert Laight who was 
brother of William (senior). Herbert served as a Private in the 1st Eastern 
Company, Non-Combatant Corps and died on Wednesday 27 November 1918, 
aged 33. Herbert is buried at Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. 
Grave Ref: LI. C. 22. He is also commemorated on a Great War memorial plaque 
in the United Reform Church, Princess Street, Acle, Yarmouth, Norfolk. Our 
sincere thanks are due to the Caister-on-Sea, Norfolk resident, who wishes to 
remain anonymous, for very kindly providing the photographs of William (senior 
and junior) for inclusion here, after having viewed the original Boughton 
Monchelsea commemorations on this website, and also for the photograph of the 
original grave marker at Mendinghem Military Cemetery. 
 
LATTER, THOMAS GEORGE. Private, 19166. 
11th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) (Lewisham). 
Died Thursday 12 April 1917. Aged 36. 
Born Staplehurst, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of the late James Latter and Winifred Latter (née Eagles) of Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  
Grave Ref: XI. C. 37A. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Latter family resided at Boughton Place West 
Lodge, Boughton Monchelsea. Head of the house was 60 year old Lamberhurst, 
Kent native Winifred Latter, who was a widow, The then 19 year old Thomas was 
recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as an Ordinary Farm 
Labourer. Thomas’ Medal Card Index records him as being THOMAS SALTER. 
 
NORRIS, WILLIAM EDWARD. Private, G/12738. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment. 
Died Monday 9 April 1917. Aged 34. 
Born Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of William Norris. 
Husband of Alice Norris (née White) of Prospect Place, Church Street, Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 6, and on 
the Loose, Maidstone, Kent civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Norris family resided at Church Road, 
Boughton Monchelsea. Head of the house was 45 year old Deal, Kent native 
William Norris, who was employed as a Wood Sawyer. The then 18 year old 
William was employed as a House Painter, his 45 year old mother Louisa was 
recorded by the enumerator as having been born at Boughton Monchelsea. 
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Unfortunately it has not been possible to irrefutably identify, which is the correct 
one of the two Great War casualties of the Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment, named Albert Pearson it is who is commemorated in Boughton 
Monchelsea parish church. Arguably the following soldier is the best match when 
taking into account the close proximity of the parish of Boughton Monchelsea to 
that of Chart Sutton, Maidstone, Kent. In addition to which the other casualty had 
the additional Christian name of Edward, which might be of relevance re identity. 

 
PEARSON, ALBERT. Private, 12817. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 2 April 1918. Aged 38. 
Born Chart Sutton, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted and resided Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of the late Robert Pearson (1841 – 1904) and Harriet Pearson (née 
Chambers), (1846 – 1900) of Chart Sutton, Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: XXXII. A. 4. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Pearson family resided at Chart Bottom, 
Chart Sutton, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 67 year old Staplehurst, 
Kent native who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. The then 19 year old 
Robert was employed as a Farm Carter. Thanks are due to Patrick D. Scullion for 
kindly providing the photograph above of Albert’s headstone for inclusion here. 
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PERRIN, ISAAC JOHN. Private, G/33563. 
1st Battalion, East Surrey Regiment. 
Died Friday 5 October 1917. Aged 41. 
Born Langley, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of the late William Perrin (1843 – 1910) and the late Jane Perrin (née Hook) 
(1844 – 1900). 
Husband of Ada Perrin (née Marden) of Pested Cottage, Boughton Monchelsea, 
Maidstone, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Panel 79 to 80 and 163A. 
When the 1881 census was conducted the Perrin family resided at Pested Bars 
Cottages, Langley, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 41 year old 
Staplehurst, Kent native William Perrin, who was employed as an Agricultural 
Labourer. Reference has been made here of the 1881 census entry, because it 
was probably where Isaac had been born on Sunday 10 June 1877, at which 
time his father William Perrin; was recorded as being a Farm Labourer. At the 
time of the 1901 census, Isaac was recorded by the census enumerator as being 
a 22 year old boarder and a native of Langley, Maidstone, Kent residing at 44, 
Brunswick Road East, Maidstone, Kent, and employed as a Bricklayers 
Labourer. Head of the house was 36 year old Langley, Maidstone, Kent native 
Charles Perrin, who was Isaac’s brother and was employed as a Road Foreman. 
At the parish church of St. Peter, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent on 
Saturday 15 November 1902 Isaac was recorded as being a 26 year old 
Labourer, when he married fellow Boughton Monchelsea resident and Gosport, 
Hampshire native Ada Marden, who was the 29 year old daughter of Labourer 
William Marden. At the time of the marriage, William Perrin was recorded as 
being a Publican. At the time of being posted abroad for service with the British 
Expeditionary Force on the Western Front, Isaac was serving as a Private in the 
4th (Extra Reserve) Battalion, East Surrey Regiment. The battalion was at 
Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey as a depot/training unit at the commencement of 
the Great War. On mobilisation it moved to Plymouth and on to nearby Saltash in 
June 1915. In September 1917 the battalion moved to Felixstowe, Suffolk for 
duty with the Harwich Garrison, remaining there until the end of hostilities. 
Unfortunately, it would appear that Isaac’s services papers were amongst those 
which were destroyed during or resulting from an air raid during the Second 
World War, and as his Medal Index Card does not show the date of his posting 
abroad, it has not been possible too add here when he was actually posted 
abroad, or when he had joined the 1st Battalion, East Surrey Regiment, which 
was probably in the field. At the time of Isaac’s death, his battalion which was 
part of the 14th Brigade, 5th Division was serving on the Ypres Salient, and spent 
the day re-organising as far as possible and consolidating captured ground, but 
was not an easy task as all movements were observed by the enemy and drew 
enemy fire, which resulted in 6 other ranks being killed in action. In addition to 
the 6 killed in action, was the death of Isaac, who was recorded as having died of 
a Fit or Seizure, as opposed to the direct result of any enemy action. 
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RUSS, WILLIAM FRANKLIN. Private, G/25670. 
Depot, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died Tuesday 14 January 1919. 
Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. 
Son of James Russ and Harriett Russ. 
Husband of Edith Ethel R Russ (née Austin). 
Buried St. Peter’s Churchyard, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent.  
At the time of the 1901 census the Russ family resided at 24, Ravens Knowle, 
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was Pluckley, Ashford, Kent 
native 64 year old James Rudd who was employed as a Plate Layer in a 
Chalkpit. The then 15 year old William was employed as Builders Apprentice. In 
the parish church of St. Peter’s, Boughton Monchelsea, as shown below, William 
has been commemorated with his second Christian name spelt Frederick. 
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SAUNDERS, FREDERICK HENRY. Private, G/12322. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Wednesday 14 February 1917. Aged 21. 
Born Rodmersham, Sittingbourne, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of William Saunders of Boughton Mount, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 11 C, 
and on the Rodmersham, Sittingbourne, Kent civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Saunders family resided at Gardeners 
Cottage, Rodmersham, Sittingbourne, Kent. Head of the house was 32 year old 
Sittingbourne, Kent native William Saunders, who was employed as a Domestic 
Gardener. Frederick’s mother Harriett Saunders (née Snashall was recorded by 
the census enumerator as being a 31 year old native of Ealing, Middlesex. 
 
SHOEBRIDGE, CHARLES. Private, 1469. 
1st/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died Sunday 7 May 1916. 
Born Yalding, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Ashford, Kent. Resided Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of William Shoebridge and Mary Ann Shoebridge (née English). 
Buried Basra War Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: III. L. 12. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Shoebridge family resided at Church Road, 
Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 37 year old 
Yalding, Maidstone, Kent native William Shoebridge, who was employed as a 
Builders Carter. The then 20 year old Charles was recorded by the census 
enumerator as being employed as a Carter on a Farm. Charles served in the 
Asiatic war theatre from Thursday 9 December 1915. 
 
STEVENS, PERCY JAMES. Private, 201373. 
2nd/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Sunday 4 November 1917. Aged 29. 
Born Chart Sutton, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent.  
Son of Eliza Stevens (née Broad) (1849 – 1948) of Boughton Monchelsea, 
Maidstone, Kent, and of the late James Stevens (1850 – 1915). 
Buried Beersheba War Cemetery, Israel. Grave Ref: F. 39. 
Formerly Private, 4044, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). At the time 
of the 1901 census, the Stevens family resided at Boxheath, Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 52 year old Boughton 
Monchelsea, Kent native James Stevens, who was employed as an Agricultural 
Labourer. Percy had spent the majority of his short life residing at Boughton 
Monchelsea, as when the 1891 census was conducted he was recorded by the 
census enumerator as being 3 years old, at which time the Stevens family was 
residing at Staplehurst Road, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent.  
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WINCH, RONALD BLUETT. Second Lieutenant. 
Royal East Kent (Duke of Connaught’s Own) Mounted Rifles. (Please see below) 
Died Sunday 18 April 1915. Aged 20.  
Only child of Lieutenant-Colonel George Bluett Winch, and Ethel May Winch (née 
Winch) of Boughton Monchelsea Place, Maidstone, Kent.  
Buried Boughton Monchelsea (St. Peter’s) Churchyard. 
Grave Ref. East of Church.  
Ronald was educated at Harrow School, Harrow on the Hill, Middlesex from 1909 
to 1912, where he was a border residing at Druries. It was noted by the 
transcriber of these brief commemorations, that Ronald’s Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission commemoration details show him to have been serving as a 
Second Lieutenant, in the 10th (Royal East Kent and West Kent Yeomanry) 
Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at the time of his death. The CWGC 
entry cannot be correct because the above battalion was formed at Sollum, 
Egypt on 1 February 1917. On Sunday 18 October 1914 Ronald was 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Royal East Kent (Duke of 
Connaught’s Own) Mounted Rifles. On the same day his father; the then Major 
George Bluett Winch, of the Royal East Kent (Duke of Connaught’s Own) 
Mounted Rifles, was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, details of which 
had both been published in The London Gazette the previous day. Whilst he was 
still serving in the United Kingdom, Ronald was accidentally shot by a sentry. 
Boughton Monchelsea Place where the Winch family had resided is reputed to 
have “the finest views in Kent.” From about 1887 the massive property had 
remained empty until George Bluett Winch, who was the Chairman of Style & 
Winch Brewers, of Maidstone, Kent, and an officer in the Yeomanry purchased it 
in 1903 and fully refurbished it. George Bluett Winch died on Thursday 26 August 
1948 and his wife Ethel May Winch, died on 29 January 1953. Anthony Desmond 
Winch who fell in Second World War was the adopted son of Lieutenant-Colonel 
and Mrs. Winch, and after his death the sanctuary lamp at Boughton Monchelsea 
parish church was given to the church by his parents in his memory.   
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The Great War  
 1914 -1919 

Lost Men 
 

BATTEN, ARTHUR. Private, 33948. 
1st/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment. 
Died Friday 5 October 1917.  
Born Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent? Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Sylvanus Frank Batten and Jane Batten (née Jenner). 
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Panel 23 to 28 and 163A. 
Formerly Private, T/202949, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Arthur’s place of 
birth was entered above as shown in/on ‘Soldiers Died in the Great War,’ which 
is known to contain thousands of errors. Mention of same is mentioned here 
because on some data sources checked, Arthur is recorded as being a native of 
nearby Hunton, Maidstone, Kent. Included amongst the Hunton data is the 1901 
census which records the Batten family as residing at Coxheath, Hunton, 
Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 34 year old Linton, Maidstone, Kent 
native Sylvanus Frank Batten, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. 
 

 
BROAD, CHARLES NELSON. Lance Corporal, G/1601. 
"D" Company, 7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). 
Died Thursday 13 July 1916. Aged 30. 
Born Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Gravesend, Kent. 
Resided Northfleet, Kent. 
Son of Mrs. M. A. Broad of 21, Galley Hill Road, Northfleet, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 11 C, 
and at Swanscombe, Kent, as shown above. 
Charles was posted to France for service with the British Expeditionary Force on 
26 July 1915, at which time he was serving as a Private in the 7th (Service) 
Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). Following his death he was 
initially posted as ‘Missing,’ but the Army Council later made the decision that for 
official purposes it was to be assumed that he had died on or after 13 July 1916. 
Charles was numbered amongst the 78 other ranks deaths which were suffered 
by the 7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) on 
Thursday 13 July 1916. On the evening of Wednesday 12 July Charles’ battalion 
which was in the 55th Brigade, 18th (Eastern) Division took up positions in the 
southern end of Trônes Wood which is located to the south east of the Somme 
village of Longueval. The British high command had decided that the battalion 
would clear the remainder of the woods in preparation for a major attack planned 
for the following day. At that stage of the ‘Battles of the Somme,’ Trônes Wood 
was full of shattered trees and enemy strong points, and as the orders arrived 
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late in the day on Thursday 13 July 1916 there was very little time to prepare for 
the attack, but following a three hour artillery bombardment the attack 
commenced at 1900 hours. The support companies of the battalion suffered 
heavy casualties due to a German counter barrage, despite which the battalion 
made surprisingly rapid progress, and by 1930 hours the officers and other ranks 
of “B” Company had reached the light railway which ran through the centre of 
Trônes Wood, but at which time they found that the enemy soldiers had filtered 
back behind them, and had successfully reoccupied an important strong point. A 
mixed group under Captain Ralph Bertram Holland of "B" Company dug 
themselves in along the railway line but were unsupported and were under 
almost relentless German attacks that were mainly from the direction from which 
they had come. Meanwhile nothing had been heard of “C” Company, and 
Captain Philip Noel Anstruther, M.C. went forward to find a mixed group of about 
150 men from various companies whose officers had all been killed or wounded. 
He reorganised them placing 100 men and 6 Lewis guns along the eastern edge 
of the wood, and then he took the rest of the men forward. By midnight there 
were some 250 personnel of the 7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal 
West Kent Regiment) in Trônes Wood. Captains Holland's party was still isolated, 
hard pressed and being counter-attacked vigorously by the enemy. Captain 
Anstruther who was in a similar position, declined the assistance of the 12th 
(Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment when it had offered two platoons to 
reinforce him as he was succeeding in fighting off the attacks. Eventually it was 
the 12th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment, and the 6th (Service) Battalion, 
Northamptonshire Regiment which relieved Charles’ battalion in Trônes Wood. 
Captain Ralph Bertram Holland brifley referred to above, was killed in action on 2 
October 1916, aged 25. Captain Philip Noel Anstruther, M.C. was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Order in October 1916, for his actions in Trônes Wood, the 
citation for his D.S.O. reads:- “For conspicuous gallantry in action. When sent 
forward to report on the situation, he found some 150 men scattered about the 
edge of a wood with no officers. He rallied them and pushed on to the final 
objective, consolidated his position, brought five machine guns into action, and 
maintained his position against attacks from three sides.” 
 
CASTLE, WILLIAM JOHN. Private, G/22008. 
7th (Service) Battalion, The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment). 
Died Wednesday 21 March 1917. 
Born Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Resided Wrotham, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of John Castle and Harriett Castle (née Judges) of Boughton Monchelsea, 
Maidstone, Kent.  
Buried St. George Cemetery Extension, Wrotham, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Wrotham, Sevenoaks, Kent civic war memorial. 
Formerly Private, 21235, 12th (Prince of Wales’s Royal) Lancers. At the time of 
the 1901 census, the Castle family resided at The Cottage, Wrotham Waters, 
Wrotham, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 47 year old East Malling, 
Kent, native John Castle who was employed as a Waggoner on a Farm. 
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EWIN, WILLAM JOHN. Company Sergeant Major, 4507. 
2nd Battalion, Norfolk Regiment. 
Died Tuesday 13 April 1915. Aged 35. 
Born Aldershot, Hampshire. Enlisted Norwich, Norfolk. 
Son of William Ewin and Elizabeth Ewin. 
Husband of Agnes Elizabeth Ewin (née Sunnocks). 
Buried Basra War Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: III. E. 8. 
Commemorated on a Ewin family headstone at St. Peter’s Churchyard, Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent, as shown above. 
William came from a military family, and at the time of the 1881 census the Ewin 
family was residing at Parkhurst Barracks, Isle of Wight. Head of the house was 
William’s father, 29 year old Haverhill, Suffolk native William Ewin (senior), who 
was recorded as being a Sergeant serving in the 66th Regiment, which had 
become The Royal Berkshire Regiment (Princess Charlotte of Wales's) the 
previous year. When the 1911 census was conducted, William was serving in 
India as a Musician in the 2nd Battalion, Norfolk Regiment. When he was posted 
abroad with the 2nd Battalion, Norfolk Regiment for service in Mesopotamia on 
Sunday 15 November 1914, he was a Colour Sergeant.  
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GRIGSBY, CHARLES. Private, S/154. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Monday 22 February 1915. Aged 35. 
Born Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided 
Eccles, Maidstone, Kent.  
Son of the late William Grigsby. 
Husband of the late Henrietta (Hetty) Grigsby (née Harpum). 
Commemorated at Aylesford (St. Peter) Churchyard, Maidstone, Kent. Ref: 
Special Memorial, and on the Eccles, Maidstone, Kent civic war memorial. 
Formerly The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). (Time expired). Charles married Miss 
Henrietta Harpum at the parish church of St. Peter and St. Paul, Aylesford, Kent 
on Friday 2 October 1903. Charles’s age as entered above is as shown on his 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission commemoration details, but when he 
re-enlisted in the army as a recalled reservist on Monday 24 August 1914, he 
stated that he was aged 36 years and 16 days, and that he was employed as an 
Engine Driver, residing at of 28, Cork Street, Eccles, Maidstone, Kent. Two days 
after his recall, Charles was posted to serve in the 6th (Service) Battalion, 
Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), and remained in the same battalion 
until his death at the Shorncliffe Military Hospital, Kent on Monday 22 February 
1915. As Charles’s wife Henrietta and both of his parents were deceased, his 
affairs which included all official correspondence appertaing to him post Monday 
22 February 1915, was all dealt with by Charles’s eldest brother and fellow 
Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent native, William George Grigsby of 77, 
North Pole, Wateringbury, Maidstone, Kent. Charles’s late father was a native of 
Marden, Kent, and his mother was a native of Brenchley, Tonbridge, Kent. 
 
HADAWAY , WILLIAM. Private, L/9374. 
2nd Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Saturday 28 October 1916. 
Born Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided 
Chart Sutton, Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Charles Hadaway and Sarah Frances Hadaway (née Seymour). 
Buried Baghdad (North Gate) War Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: XXI. L. 16. 
Commemorated on Great War memorial plaque which is located in the parish 
church of St Michael’s, Chart Sutton, Maidstone, Kent. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Hadaway family resided at Lested Lane, 
Chart Sutton, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old Coxheath, 
Maidstone, Kent native Charles Hadaway, was employed as an Agricultural 
Labourer. A regular soldier, William had served in the Asiatic war theatre from 
Saturday 6 February 1915 in the 2nd Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment) until his death. Via Richard A. Collins it was learnt that the Hadaway 
family moved to Chart Sutton when William was 5 years old. Richard very kindly 
researched, photographed, and transcribed the Chart Sutton, Maidstone, Kent 
Great War, Second World War, plus the Second Boer War parish tributes in the 
parish church St. Michael, Chart Sutton, for inclusion on this website in 2006. 
Needless to say we are most grateful for Richards’ website contribution. 
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HAYWARD, FREDERICK. Private, 32936. 
16th (Service) Battalion (3rd Birmingham), Royal Warwickshire Regiment. 
Died Tuesday 9 October 1917. 
Born Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. 
Resided East Farleigh, Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Frederick William Hayward and Annie Hayward (née Excell). 
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Panel 24, and on the East Farleigh, Kent civic war memorial. 
Formerly Private, 2570, Hussars. At the time of the 1891 census when the 
Hayward family resided at West Street, East Farleigh, Maidstone, Kent, Frederick 
(junior) was recorded as being 4 years old by the census enumerator, which 
would mean that when he died he would have been about 30 years of age. Head 
of the house at the time of the 1891 census, was 35 year old Aldenham, 
Hertfordshire native Frederick W Hayward (senior), who was employed as a 
Gardener. When the 1901 census was conducted the family resided at Chapel 
Estate, East Farleigh, Maidstone, Kent, at which time the then 14 year old 
Frederick (junior) was recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as 
a Domestic Houseboy. 
 
HILLS, JAMES WILLIAM. Private, 26855. 
62nd Battalion, Machine Gun Corps. 
Died Sunday 14 October 1917. 
Born Milton, Sittingbourne, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent.  
Son of William James Hills and Ellen Elizabeth Hills (née Donovan) of The 
Quarries, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent.  
Buried Wimereux Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: VI. D. 1A. 
Formerly Private, L/11097, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). At the 
time of the 1901 census, the Hills family resided at 8, Barnett Road, 
Sittingbourne, Kent. Head of the house was 26 year old Borden, Sittingbourne, 
Kent native William James Hills, who was employed as Blacksmiths Labourer. 
James enlisted in the army as a Regular Soldier for 7 years with the Colours and 
5 years in the Reserve at Maidstone, Kent on Tuesday 14 October 1915. When 
he enlisted in the army, James had stated that he was born at Sittingbourne, 
Kent on 26 September 1897 (which was a Sunday), and that he was employed 
as a General Labourer. After initially serving in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, 
Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) at Chatham, Kent, where he carried 
out his basic army training, James was transferred at his own request to the 
Machine Gun Corps on New Years Day 1916. He was posted to France as 
Private in the Machine Gun Corps, for service with the British Expeditionary 
Force on Saturday 1 April 1916. James was wounded in his left thigh on 
Saturday 6 October 1917, and died of his wounding whilst he was receiving 
treatment as a patient at the 2nd Australian General Hospital at Wimereux, Pas 
de Calais, France on Sunday 14 October 1917.   
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HOOK, HORACE. Private, L/6501. 
1st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Monday 14 September 1914. 
Born Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of David A. Hook and Julia Hook (née Mannering). 
Commemorated on the La Ferté-sous-Jouarre Memorial, Seine-et-Marne, 
France. 
Formerly Private, L/6442, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). At the time of the 
1891 census the Hook family resided at Hermitage Lane, Boughton Monchelsea, 
Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 37 year old Heathfield, Sussex native 
David A. Hook, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer.  
 
LAMKIN , GEORGE PAWLEY. Sapper, 3986. 
9th Field Company, Royal Engineers. 
Died Monday 3 May 1915. Aged 35. 
Born Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Thomas and Celia Lamkin of Boughton, Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Husband of Alice Lamkin of 105, Strone Road, Forest Gate, London. 
Commemorated Potijze Château Grounds Cemetery, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Ref: Special Memorial near Great Cross. 
George married Miss Alice Mompson at the parish church of All Saints, 
Edmonton, London on Thursday 28 July 1910. At the time of the 1911 census, 
George was residing as the head of the house at 73, Turnpike Lane, Hornsey, 
London, N., and was employed as a Postman by the General Post Office. 
 

 
WENHAM, JAMES. Private, G/6366. 
2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died Sunday 17 December 1916. Aged 39. 
Born Sutton Valence, Maidstone, Kent Monday 27 August 1877. Enlisted 
Maidstone, Kent. Resided Leeds, Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Sarah E. Wenham (née Avery) of East Hall Cottages, Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent, and the late Stephen Wenham. 
Husband of the late Alice Wenham (née Medhurst), (1879 – 1914). 
Buried Struma Military Cemetery, Kalokastron, Greece. Grave Ref: VII. A. 12. 
Commemorated on a Great War memorial plaque in the parish church of St. 
Nicholas, Leeds, Maidstone, Kent.  
James was posted to France with The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on Tuesday 5 
October 1915, and was later posted to serve at Salonika with his regiment. 
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The Second World War 
1939 – 1945 

 
ALLEN , RONALD ALFRED. Aircraftman 1st Class, 1333143. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 
Died Tuesday 22 October 1944. Aged 23. 
Son of William Allen and Edith H. Allen (née Henty) of Chart Sutton, Maidstone, 
Kent. 
Buried Bari War Cemetery, Carbonara, Italy. Grave Ref: XI. A. 12. 
Ronald is also commemorated on the Chart Sutton, Maidstone, Kent Second 
World War memorial plaque which is located in the parish church of St. Michaels. 
The Chart Sutton memorial plaques commemorating the fallen of Chart Sutton 
from both the world wars, and those of the Second Boer War, were very kindly 
researched and transcribed for inclusion on this website by Richard A. Collins in 
2006, for which needless to say we were extremely grateful. Ronald’s birth was 
registered in the Maidstone, Kent, Registration District during the second quarter 
of 1921.  

 

 
ALLFREY , MAURICE CHARLES. D.S.O. Captain, 71869. 
97 (The Kent Yeomanry) Field Regiment, Royal Artillery. 
Died Wednesday 1 July 1942. Aged 26.  
Born Hertfordshire. Resided Kent.  
Youngest son of Major Charles Moubray Allfrey and the late Violet Emily Allfrey 
(née Thompson) of ‘Beresfords,’ Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent.  
Buried El Alamein War Cemetery, Egypt. Grave Ref. XXIV. B. 20.  
Maurice was born on Thursday 13 April 1916, and was christened at Northaw, 
Hertfordshire on Sunday 28 May 1916.  He was a pre war member of the (Kent 
Yeomanry) Royal Artillery. During the Great War, Maurice’s father had served in 
the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). The 6th 
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(Kent) Army Brigade, Royal Field Artillery was formed by the amalgamation of 
The Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles (The Duke of Connaught’s Own), and The 
West Kent Yeomanry (Queen’s Own), in 1920. In 1921 it became the 97th (Kent 
Yeomanry) Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, consisting of the Canterbury based 
385th, and 386th Ashford based (Duke of Connaught’s Own Yeomanry Batteries, 
and the Bromley based 387th, and the Maidstone based 388th (Queen’s Own 
Yeomanry Batteries. In 1938 the unit was re-designated as the 97th Kent 
Yeomanry Army Field Regiment, Royal Artillery, and in 1939 the 143rd Field 
Regiment, Royal Artillery Kent Yeomanry was formed as a duplicate of 97th 
Regiment, as part of the Territorial Army, with 385th and 387th Batteries. It 
served with 5th Infantry Division, during the Fall of France, seeing action at St. 
Valery-en-Caux in June 1940, before destroying its guns and equipment prior to 
being evacuated at Dunkirk. The regiment then served in the 10th Army as part 
of the 10th Indian Division in Iraq during 1941, by which time the 470th Battery 
had been formed. It joined 7th Armoured Division in July 1942, and remained 
with it until December 1942. In 1942 it was re-titled as the 97th Kent Yeomanry 
Field Regiment, Royal Artillery, and in October 1943 it rejoined 10th Indian 
Division, serving in North Africa, Palestine and Italy, until the end of the war. In 
1947 it became the 297th Kent Yeomanry Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, Royal 
Artillery, before being disbanded. During the war, those members of the regiment 
who perished during the tragic sinking of the S.S. Scillin on 14 November 1942, 
were the most casualties suffered by the 97th Kent Yeomanry Field Regiment, 
Royal Artillery on a particular date. It was noted by the transcriber of these brief 
commemorations, that several of those who died were Welsh, which for an 
English county Yeomanry unit seemed a bit strange. All was made clear by 
Tenterden, Kent resident, the late Major (Retd) Jack Bazzard, M.C., R.A., who 
had joined the regiment pre war as a Gunner at Ashford, Kent, and told us that 
he remembers the influx of the Welshmen occurring when the regiment was 
based in South Wales, and that he had helped to train them when he was a 
Sergeant. The announcement of the award of the Distinguished Service Order to 
Maurice “For gallant and distinguished services in the field” was published in The 
London Gazette on Friday 18 February 1940. Maurice was killed by one of the 
first German shells that were fired at the 97 (The Kent Yeomanry) Field 
Regiment, Royal Artillery on Wednesday 1 July 1942, at which time it was at Deir 
el Shein, a large saucer shaped depression in middle of the new Alamein line 
which was being defended by the 18th Indian Infantry Brigade. The defensive 
position of Deir el Shein was an isolated position in the Western Desert, well out 
of range of supporting range of any other formation, only partially defended by 
mines, and devoid of barbed wire or trenches. On Wednesday 1 July 1942 it had 
not been realised that the enemy were in the area. Maurice’s brother Major (later 
Colonel)  Hubert Mortimer Allfrey, M.C. served in the 387th Battery, 97 (The Kent 
Yeomanry) Field Regiment, Royal Artillery during the Second World War, serving 
in the Kent Yeomanry from 1939 to1955, and died on Wednesday 14 November, 
2001, aged 90. The medals awarded to the late Colonel Hubert Mortimer Allfrey, 
M.C., T.D., are in the safe keeping of the Kent Yeomanry Regimental Museum at 
Hever Castle, Hever, Edenbridge, Kent.   
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CLARK , HENRY ALAN. Pilot Officer (Pilot), 72590. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 59 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Sunday 14 July 1940. Aged 28. 
Eldest son of Henry Clark and Gladys Clark (née Friend) of Hayle Place, Cripple 
Street, Loose, Maidstone, Kent. 
Husband of Muriel Rosemary Clark (née Green) of Harts House, Boughton 
Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried St. Peter’s Churchyard, Boughton Monchelsea, Kent. 
Also commemorated on the Cambridge University (Peterhouse), Second World 
War Memorial. Henry was amongst the 54 Members and Servants of the College 
who were honoured during a remembrance service which was conducted on 
Saturday 8 December 1945 in Peterhouse Chapel. 
Henry was the pilot of the 59 Squadron, Royal Air Force (Coastal Command) 
Blenheim IV bomber R3665 TR-P, when it took off from Thorney Island, 
Hampshire at 2250 hours on Saturday 13 July 1940, taking part in a night strike 
operation against barges which were moored on the Bruges Canal, Belgium. The 
Blenheim is believed to be shot down by German night fighters during the return 
leg of the mission, and it crashed into the English Channel approximately 2 miles 
off the coast of Saltdean, Brighton, Sussex at 0222 hours the following morning. 
At the Harpenden Memorial Nursing Home, Hertfordshire, on Monday 3 February 
1941 Henry’s widow gave birth to his daughter. 



 

 32 

 
DAW, ERNEST FREDERICK. Corporal, CH/X 1148. 
Royal Marines, H.M.S. Ajax. 
Died Monday 7 April 1941. Aged 20. 
Son of John Daw and Alice Clifford Daw of Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 49, Column 2, as shown 
above. 
At the commencement of the Second World War, the Leander class cruiser 
H.M.S. Ajax was on the South America station The ship sustained damage 
inflicted by the German pocket battleship Admiral Graf Spee, during the ‘Battle of 
the River Plate’ on Wednesday 13 December 1939. After returning to the United 
Kingdom H.M.S. Ajax was repaired and refitted at Chatham Dockyard, Kent, 
which were carried out from December 1939 until July 1940. Following the 
repairs at Chatham, she went to serve in the Mediterranean. On Friday 28 March 
1941, H.M.S. Ajax and the ships with which she was serving became Force B of 
Mediterranean Fleet, and took part in Battle of Matapan. On Saturday 29 March 
she was detached with the cruiser H.M.S. Cruiser Perth, and the destroyers 
H.M.S. Griffin and H.M.A.S Stuart for escort duties of the Lustre convoys to 
Piraeus, Athens, Greece. On Sunday 6 April Ernest’s ship was at Piraeus, 
Athens, with H.M.S. Coventry when an enemy air raid took place, during the 
course of which the 7,529 ton SS Clan Fraser commanded by Captain J.H. Giles 
was hit and blown up resulting in the deaths of 6 of her crew and 9 wounded. 
During the air raid at Piraeus no damage was sustained by H.M.S. Ajax. Between 
Saturday 1 March 1941 during troop landings at Suda Bay, Crete, Greece, when 
21 year old Stoker 2nd Class, Victor Gordon Croker, and 20 year old Stoker 1st 
Class, Albert James Hand were both lost, and Ernest’s death on Monday 7 April 
1941, the transcriber of these brief commemorations has been unable to locate 
any other death attributed to the crew of H.M.S. Ajax. Most data checked shows 
that Ernest was killed, but with no other more comprehensive information added. 
Purely speculation on the part of the transcriber, and should obviously be viewed 
as such, but it might be the case that Ernest lost his life resultant of an accident, 
or as seems more likely he might have succumbed to a wound or wounds which 
had been inflicted during the bombing raid at Piraeus the previous day. Captain 
Edward Desmond Bewley McCarthy was in command of the ship from 22 April 
1940 until November 1941. Having returned to the Mediterranean upon 
completion of a refit at Chatham, almost immediately H.M.S. Ajax was badly 
damaged by enemy bombers on New Years Day 1943, she then went to the 
United States of America for repairs at the New York Navy Yard, and was out of 
action until October 1943. H.M.S. Ajax returned to the Mediterranean station 
again, but was later recalled to home waters for the Normandy invasion in June 
1944. Once again she returned to the Mediterranean for the invasion of southern 
France in August 1944, and remained in the Mediterranean for the remainder of 
the war. During the years of the Second World War, 38 members of the ships 
compliment of H.M.S. Ajax lost their lives due to various reasons.     
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HARLING, JOHN EDWARD. Serjeant (Navigator), 1399617. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 515 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Sunday 27 August 1944. Aged 27. 
Son of John A. Harling and Margaret A. Harling (née Mallard).  
Husband of Vivien Marie Harling of Worcester, Worcestershire. 
Buried Amersfoort (Oud Leusden) General Cemetery, Netherlands.  
Grave Ref: Plot 13. Row 12. Joint Grave 196-197. 
Flown by 22 year old Warrant Officer, Ernest Smith of Bulwell, Nottinghamshire, 
the 515 Squadron, Royal Air Force Mosquito PZ161 3P took off at 0020 hours on 
Sunday 27 August 1944 from R.A.F. Little Snoring, Fakenham, Norfolk, to take 
part in a night patrol as part of a bomber support mission above the long 
established airfield set in heath land to the north of the village Soesterberg, in 
Soest, Holland, which was in use as an airfield since 1910. The aim of the 
Mosquito raid being to prevent the enemy from switching on the runway lightning, 
and in so doing ensuring that German night fighter operations would not be 
possible that night. The Mosquito later crashed at De Eng in Soest, the cause 
unknown. PZ161 3P was one of two 515 Squadron Mosquitoes which were lost 
on the operation, but both crew members of the other aircraft survived the raid. 
Dutch aviation enthusiasts later unearthed the wreckage of a Mosquito, which 
although badly burned and damaged, the number PZ161 and 3P were still 
visible. Subsequent research carried out, later revealed that both the bodies 
which had been removed from the crash site, which on Tuesday 29 August 1944 
had been buried by the German military authorities with their identities unknown, 
was then revealed. Until Wednesday 9 April 2003, John and Ernest’s headstones 
were inscribed as unknown R.A.F. casualties, and both airmen were 
commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Since the above date their old 
headstones have been removed, and replaced with new ones by the CWGC.   
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JOLLY , RICHARD FRANK. G.C., R.N. Commander. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Mohawk. 
Died Saturday 16 September 1939. Aged 43. 
Born Wandsworth, London, Friday 28 August 1896. 
Son of Frank Jolly and of Ellen Alice Jolly (née Parker). 
Husband of Brenda Bowring Jolly (née Wimble) of Boughton Monchelsea, 
Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried St. Peter’s Churchyard, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent.  
Richard Jolly was educated at Bedford School, and joined the Royal Navy in 
September 1914. He gained first prize for gunnery and torpedo in his term at 
Keyham College. During the Great War, he served for two years as a 
Midshipman on a battle cruiser, before being promoted to Lieutenant and 
transferred to a destroyer. In 1932, he was promoted to the rank of Commander. 
Soon after the Second World War commenced, H.M.S. Mohawk, commanded by 
Richard Jolly, was patrolling the Firth of Forth, near Edinburgh, when she was 
attacked by an enemy aircraft off May Island, Queensferry, Firth of Fourth, and 
suffered many casualties. Commander Jolly, who was on the bridge, was 
wounded in the stomach, but refused to leave his post or to receive medical 
attention, with the words, "Leave me, go and look after the others." He continued 
to direct the Mohawk for the 35 mile passage, which took eighty minutes, and, 
although he was too weak for his orders to be heard, they were repeated by his 
Navigating Officer, who was, also, wounded. Five hours after he bought the ship 
into port, he died. The following details are appertaing to the posthumous award 
of the Empire Gallantry Medal, were recorded in the London Gazette dated 23 
December1939:- “Commander Jolly's gallantry consisted of the bringing of his 
ship into harbour when he himself was mortally wounded. H.M.S. Mohawk had 
been attacked by enemy aircraft and had suffered a large number of casualties. 
Despite his own severe wounds Commander Jolly refused to leave the bridge 
and continued to direct Mohawk for a 56-kilometre passage home which lasted 
for an hour and twenty minutes. He repeatedly refused medical attention, saying, 
"Leave me, go and look after the others". Having brought his ship into port, he 
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collapsed, and some five hours after being landed he died of his wounds. The 
Captain of his Flotilla reported, "Commander Jolly was an imperturbable 
Commander of careful judgment who devoted his energies to perfecting his ship 
and ship's company for battle. His fearlessness and honesty in counsel were 
remarkable, and he proved his bravery and devotion to his wounded men when 
for a long period he maneuvered his ship despite a mortal wound." Edward’s 
Empire Gallantry Medal was later exchanged for the George Cross. 
 
ROBSON, JOHN CONRAD. Lieutenant, 156669. 
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment. 
Attached to the 1st Battalion, King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. 
Died Thursday 16 September 1943. Aged 29. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Walter Conrad Robson and Lily Walgrave Robson (née Baker). 
Husband of Bessie Edith Robson of Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried Salerno War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: V. D. 36. 
Pre war member of the Royal Engineers. He was commissioned as a Second 
Lieutenant in the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment, details of which were 
published in The London Gazette dated Thursday 19 November 1940. 
 
TRIBE, NORMAN ERNEST. Corporal, 6347464. 
4th Battalion, Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment. 
Died Saturday 4 September 1942. Aged 23. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of William John Tribe and Lucy Isabel Tribe of Linton, Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried El Alamein War Cemetery, Egypt. Grave Ref: XXI. A. 16. 
Norman lost his life during the ‘Battle of Alam el Halfa’ which took place between 
30 August and 5 September 1942 south of El Alamein, Egypt. The British plan 
was to extend the New Zealand Box southwards in an effort to threaten the main 
supply route of the Africa Corps. At about 1400 hours on Friday 3 September, 
orders were given for the 132nd Brigade to which Norman’s battalion, to move 
under the cover of darkness to the northern lip of the Munasib Depression, and 
dig in. During the move to the assembly area near the southern edge of the New 
Zealand Box, new came through that the enemy had begun to withdraw from 
Alam el Halfa’, and the track to the south of the Munasib Depression was packed 
with enemy vehicles. Unfortunately, a couple of enemy fighter aircraft flew over 
the 132nd Brigade and others, and doubtless reported what they had seen. The 
combination of being spotted by the aircraft, and the unavoidable noise which 
was made during the move, resulted in the Axis troops being well prepared. 
Under cover of darkness the 4th & 5th Battalions of Norman’s regiment reached 
the Forming Up Position, where they were subjected to steady enemy mortar fire. 
By the end of the ‘Battle of Alam el Halfa,’ approximately 250 officers and other 
ranks of the 4th Battalion, Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment had become 
casualties, either killed, wounded or missing. A total of 14 soldiers of the battalion 
who died during the battle are commemorated on the Alamein Memorial, and 26 
including Norman, are now at rest at the El Alamein War Cemetery, Egypt. 
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WINCH, ANTHONY DESMOND. Lieutenant, 200088. 
4th (Tank) Battalion, Grenadier Guards. 
Died Wednesday 24 January 1945. Aged 23. 
Born Oxfordshire. Resided Kent. 
Adopted son of Lieutenant-Colonel George Bluett Winch and Ethel May Winch 
(née Winch) of Boughton Monchelsea Place, Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried Brunssum War Cemetery, Limburg, Netherlands. Grave Ref: VI. 291. 
Anthony was born at Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire on Wednesday 6 July 
1921. He was initially educated privately by a Governess prior to becoming a 
pupil at Summerfields School, Bohemia Road, St. Leonard's-On-Sea, Sussex 
from 1929 to 1934. The school was demolished in 1972, and part of the site was 
used for the new Hastings Police Station and Fire Brigade Headquarters. On the 
completion of his time at Summerfields, Anthony went to Eton College, Windsor 
where he was a pupil from 1934 to 1939, and was an active member of the 
Officers Training Corps from 1937 until the end of his time there. From Eton, he 
went up to Trinity College, Cambridge at almost the exact time that Great Britain 
declared war on Germany, and he enlisted in the Royal Fusiliers (City of London 
Regiment) within the first month of the war. He transferred to the Grenadier 
Guards on Friday 7 February 1941, in which he was commissioned as a Second 
Lieutenant on Saturday 2 August 1941, details of which were published in The 
London Gazette dated Tuesday 19 August 1941. Anthony was Mentioned in 
Despatches for his actions with the Churchill tanks of the 4th (Tank) Battalion, 
Grenadier Guards, 6th Guards Tank Brigade, at Venraij, Holland on Wednesday 
18 October 1944. He was killed by enemy motor fire near to the Dutch city of 
Maastricht. Following Anthony’s death, the sanctuary lamp at St. Peter’s, 
Boughton Monchelsea was given to the church by his parents in his memory. 
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The Second World War 
1939 – 1945 

Lost Men 
 

 
LOTT, ERNEST JOHN. Sapper, 2008810. 
Royal Engineers. 
Died Sunday 3 April 1943. Aged 25.  
Born Dover, Kent. Resided Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Arthur Frederick Lott and Lily Louise Lott of Dover, Kent. 
Buried Aylesham Cemetery, Dover, Kent. Grave Ref: Plot D. Grave 45. 
It was learned that Ernest had ‘Died by his own hand.’ Ernest’s body was found 
in the Bishopsbourne railway tunnel near Canterbury, Kent on the morning of 
Sunday 3 April 1943, having been struck by a train. The East Kent Coroner, Mr. 
Rutley Mowll held an inquest at the Lions Head, Public House, The Street, 
Bishopsbourne, Canterbury, Kent. Having taken evidence from a number of 
people, the Coroner issued a verdict that “Sapper Lott had committed suicide 
while the balance of his mind was disturbed.” It seems both somewhat ironic and 
sad that prior to him enlisting for military service, Ernest had been employed as a 
Railway Shunter at Dover, Kent. 
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PARKER, JOHN TREVOR MAULEVERER. B.A. Flying Officer (Pilot), 72485. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.  
Died Tuesday 10 September 1940. Aged 22. 
Son of Captain the Honourable Trevor Parker, R.N., and Marieka Parker of 
Turners Hill, Sussex.  
Buried Montrose (Sleepyhillock) Cemetery, Angus, Scotland.  
Grave Ref: Section 7. Class C. Grave 91. 
Commemorated on family memorial plaque in the parish church of St. Peter and 
St. Augustine,  Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent, as shown above. 
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REYNOLDS, FREDERICK JAMES. Air Raid Warden. 
Died Monday 7 August 1944. Aged 59. 
Resided at Cliff Cottages, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent.  
Frederick died at Cliff Cottages, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent as the 
result of enemy action. 
Commemorated in the Civilian War Dead Roll of Honour, which is located near 
St. George's Chapel in Westminster Abbey, London. 
 
SHOEBRIDGE, LEONARD. Serjeant, 6342954. 
2nd Battalion, Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Regiment). 
Died Sunday 21 March 1943. Aged 28. 
Born Lewisham, Kent. Resided Kent. 
Son of Alfred Charles Shoebridge and Adelaide Shoebridge (née Lemon).  
Husband of Mary Nina Elizabeth Shoebridge of Boughton Monchelsea, 
Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried Beach Head War Cemetery, Anzio, Italy. Grave Ref: I. E. 1.  
Pre war member of the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Leonard’s birth 
was recorded in the Lewisham, Kent, Registration District during the second 
quarter of 1916. 
 

 
TOMPSETT, LESLIE CHARLES. Able Seaman, C/JX 149097. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Wakeful. 
Died Wednesday 29 May 1940. Aged 19. 
Son of Francis W. Tompsett and Daisy Ivy Tompsett of Boughton Monchelsea, 
Maidstone, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 36, Column 2, as shown 
above. 
H.M.S. Wakeful, on which Leslie was serving when he lost his life, was a 1,100 
ton W class Royal Navy destroyer which was commanded by Lieutenant-
Commander (later Rear-Admiral) Ralph Lindsay Fisher, R.N. and was 
commissioned on Sunday 16 December 1917. The destroyer was amongst those 
which were selected to support Operation Dynamo, which was the evacuation of 
allied troops from Dunkirk on 26 May 1940. On Monday 27 May she successfully 
embarked 631 allied troops, but while returning them to Dover came under air 
attack and received minor damage below the waterline. Despite the near miss 
the destroyer returned to Dunkirk to continue the evacuation, embarking 640 
allied troops on Tuesday 28 May. While carrying this out, H.M.S. Wakeful was 
torpedoed by the 80 ton German E-Boat (Schnellboot) S-30. She was struck by 
two torpedoes, one of which hit the forward boiler room with disastrous results. 
Casualties were on H.M.S. Wakeful were very heavy, only one of the 640 allied 
troops and 25 of the destroyers’ crew surviving the sinking. A number of ships 
stopped to pick up the survivors, but one of these, the 1,350 ton G class 
destroyer H.M.S. Grafton, which was then sunk by the German submarine U-6 
which was commanded by Oberleutnant zur See, Hans-Bernhard Michalowski.  
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Post Second World War Casualty 
 

 
FROUD, ALEC GODFREY. Aircraftman 2nd Class, 2349493. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 
Died Saturday 28 June 1947. Aged 18. 
Son of Alec Froud and Lydia Mary Froud (née Morley) of Boughton Monchelsea, 
Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried Maidstone Cemetery, Kent. Grave Ref: Plot C.C. Row 1. Grave 70. 
Alec’s birth was recorded in the Maidstone, Kent, Registration District during the 
first quarter of 1929, and his death was recorded in the same Registration District 
during the second quarter of 1947. Maidstone Cemetery, Sutton Road, 
Maidstone, Kent, where Alec is at rest contains 176 burials of the Second World 
War, more than half of them in the same war graves plot as Alec, Section CC. 
The plot also contains 17 German graves and 1 Dutch grave. Special memorials 
at the cemetery commemorate 7 men who were among 16 that were killed by a 
bomb at R.A.F. Detling aerodrome in August 1940. They are at rest in adjacent 
graves but could not be individually identified. 
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