David Hywel EVANS GC
Sub Lieutenant David Hywel EVANS GC. HMS Glatton, Royal Naval Volunteer
Reserve (RNVR). Born 28 May 1898 (Camarthen, South Wales).
Date and Place of GC Action: 16th September 1918 onboard HMS Glatton, Dover
Harbour, Dover, Kent.
The London Gazette Entry: 31st January 1919
Originally awarded the Albert Medal.
HMS Glatton was a Monitor which exploded on 16 September 1918 at Dover shortly
after being commissioned, the bulk of the wreck was raised in 1926. Glatton served
with the Royal Navy for only five days. She joined the Dover patrol on September 11,
1918, and lay in harbor ready to depart for the Belgian coast. Admiral Keyes and the
ship's commanding officer, Commander Diggle, were walking on the cliffs above the
harbor when Glatton suddenly, and without warning, blew up and began burning
furiously. The forward magazines were flooded, but due to the flames her aft
magazines could not be, and thus the risk of further explosion was imminent. More
importantly, the ship in the next berth was a fully loaded ammunition ship: if Glatton
blew up, the ammo ship would explode also, destroying the town of Dover and
causing
thousands
of
civilian
casualties.
Admiral Keyes ordered that the crew should be taken off, and Glatton torpedoed and
sunk. He boarded the destroyer Myngs to see to it personally, but the first torpedo was
fired from to close a range and failed to explode, its safety fan not having been wound
off. A second torpedo was readied by manually spinning off the safety fan, but when
it was fired the Glatton's huge bulge absorbed the impact. A third torpedo was readied
and fired into the hole made by the second, and this one managed to breach the hull of
the ship. Glatton rolled over and sank, 60 of her crew of 305 officers and men
missing, and 124 injured, 19 of which later died of burns.

An inquiry was immediately started, as the British were alarmed by her loss: several
ships had exploded due to poor cordite during the war, but the Royal Navy was
certain
they
had
corrected
the
problem.
It was established that the original explosion came from the midships 6-inch
magazines, and not from the main gun cordite. The 6-inch magazines were separated
from the boiler spaces just forward of them by a bulkhead, and it was thought that the
ship's stokers had piled red-hot cinders from the fireboxes against this bulkhead.
However, investigation showed that the stoker actually piles their cinders against the
outer bulkhead separating the boiler room from the bulge, letting them cool before
sending them up the ejector, and not against the magazine bulkhead.
Investigation into the construction showed that the outer bulkhead was lined with cork
to help retard flooding from the splinters created by a torpedo explosion against the
bulge. The cork was thought to have slowly overheated and caught on fire, and the
fire traveled down the cork until it overheated the outer bulkhead of the magazine,
causing the explosion. This seemed a bit far-fetched, as the smoldering cork would
have needed a lot of time to overheat the magazine enough to cause an explosion, and
there was no evidence of a smoldering fire before the explosion.
Loss of HMS Glatton. - At about 6 p.m. on September 16, 1918, an explosion
occurred on board HMS Glatton, then lying in Dover Harbour. This was followed by
a severe fire involving the whole of the amidship part of the ship. Attempts to deal
with the fire failed, and as it was found impossible to flood the after magazines, and
there was danger of a further explosion in these which might cause severe damage to
the town and to certain other vessels which were in close proximity loaded with oil
and ammunition, the ship, at about 8 p.m., was torpedoed and sunk.
She had been commissioned on August 31, 1918, at Newcastle; between the 6th and
8th of September she had completed with stores and ammunition, and, after
experiencing bad weather on her way south, she arrived at Dover on September 11.
She did not proceed to sea again. She had taken in some coal on the day of the
explosion.
Since the ship had been so recently commissioned; and all stores, ammunition, and
fuel had been taken on board at Newcastle, careful inquiry was made into the
arrangement for fuelling, ammunition, and fitting out the ship, and regarding the
personnel employed in doing so. The result of the inquiry showed that neither the
nature of, nor any operation in connection with, the coal, oil fuel, provisions, or stores
could in any way be connected with the cause of the explosion.
As regards the ammunition, the ship having commissioned such a short time before,
and having carried out no firings except gun trials, it was known for certain exactly
what ammunition was on board her. An inquiry was held into the antecedents of all
this ammunition, and as it was certain that only the 6-inch magazine and shell rooms
amidships were affected by the explosion, the investigation was reduced to within
well-defined limits, since the ammunition which had been stowed in these positions
was known.

As regards the cordite, only four "lot" numbers of cordite had been supplied to the
ship, and it was possible to call in all cordite remaining of these lots and to have it
examined and tested. The results of the examination and tests showed that the cordite
was normal, and it should be remembered that it had only been on board for about 10
days when the explosion occurred. To suppose that this cordite spontaneously ignited
would be to assume a thing which as absolutely unprecedented and contrary to an
enormous bulk of experience.
As regards shell, it was not possible to trace the date and place of manufacture and
filling of all the 6-inch shell supplied to the ship, but from previous experience with
shell of this type, and from the evidence of the nature of the first explosion which
occurred, it is certain that the explosion did not originate amongst the shell. There
were 10 star shell stowed in the 6-inch shell room, and a special investigation was
held in regard to these without revealing any defects. Also, experiments which were
carried out to ascertain the effect of exploding star shell in contact with either highexplosive or powder-filled shell produced negative results. The conclusion arrived at
was that no suspicion fastens on any shell in the ship.
An examination of a large number of No. 44 and No. 18 fuses of the same lot
numbers as those supplied to HMS Glatton was carried out to ascertain if any were
without the proper safety arrangements, so that in the case of a drop or blow they
would be liable to be set in action and explode the shell. This would assume that one
or more men were at work in the shell room at the time of the explosion, but the time
of day and the general circumstances rendered this very improbable. The examination
of these fuses produced no results, and removed any suspicion from them.
Some fireworks were probably stowed in the 6-inch shell rooms concerned, but the
fireworks supplied were all of service pattern and no suspicion attaches to them.
An inquiry was held into the precaution taken against access by unauthorised persons
to the fuel, ammunition, and stores intended for the ship. No evidence was
forthcoming suggesting any attempt at sabotage, and although access by unauthorised
persons to these stores was possible, there was no ground warranting the view that the
explosion was in any way traceable to this.
HMS Glatton was built for a foreign Government, and differed in design from any of
our own ships in that the magazines and shell rooms for the two amidship 6-inch
turrets were placed between the engine room and after boiler room, without any air
spacing between. The magazine was protected by being lined with wood, and the
space of about 4 ½ to 5 inches between the bulkhead and the wood lining was filled
with granulated cork, as an insulating material
The evidence clearly located the explosion in the position of the midship 6-inch
magazine and shell room, and it is clear that no other explosion occurred. Nothing
was disclosed which in any way connected the fuel, stores, or shell with the
explosion, and it was therefore concluded that it originated in the midship 6-inch
magazine. There was no evidence of anything abnormal occurring in the ship prior to
the explosion. The roof of "Q" turret was partly blown off. The superstructure was
ablaze in a very short time after the explosion, and the paraffin stored in the
superstructure was doubtless a contributory cause in bringing this about.

Evidence of those who were on board at the time showed that a flash was seen before
any noise was heard. The whole of the after part of the ship was filled with smoke,
and flame reached as far aft as the captain's cabin. Flash extended as far forward as
the sick bay and the forward mess decks. As regards the noise, it is variously
described as one or more small explosions followed after a perceptible interval by one
or more larger ones. No great vibrations or shaking of the ship was noticed by those
on board.
Investigations showed that the temperature of the 6-inch magazine as recorded by
temperature tube had been quite normal, and that it was, in fact, one of the coolest
magazines in the ship. The shell rooms alongside the magazine were, however,
inclined to be hot, though not abnormally so, on account of the feed tanks which
adjoined them.
It came to light that it had been the practice in HMS Glatton, after cleaning fires, to
place clinker and ash in the after boiler room against the after bulkhead, in a pocket
between two groups of pumps. This pocket was underneath the ash hoist and was, in
fact, the only place in the stokehold where it was possible to stow the ashes
preparatory to hoisting them on deck.
This led to a critical examination being made of the magazine and stokehold
bulkheads of HMS Gorgon, a sister ship, which had been some months in
commission. The wood lining of the magazine bulkhead in HMS Gorgon was
removed, and it was found that the paint on the magazine side of the bulkhead was
blackened and blistered in three distinct and separate places, these places being
opposite the pocket used for clinker and ash in the stokehold. On dismantling the
wood lining, no cork lagging was found over a space about 6 feet in width, the greater
part of which was abreast the pocket. Besides this, a number of old newspapers were
found stuck behind the lining. Further, there was a hole in the bulkhead, ½ inch in
diameter, about 4 feet to port of the centre of the pocket and on the same level. This
was in HMS Gorgon, and as HMS Glatton was built and completed at the same time
and by the same firm, it is impossible to avoid the inference that the same condition of
affairs had probably existed in the latter ship.

