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The Great War

1914 -1919

BIART, EMILE VICTOR. Private, 1678.

Machine Gun Section, 20th (Infantry) Battalion, Australian Imperial Forces.

Died Friday 28 July 1916.

Born New Cross, London.

Son of Eugene Biart and Emma Mary Biart (née Dawe) of 1, Meadowcourt Road,
Lee Green, London.

Commemorated on the Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, Somme, France, and on
the Australian National Memorial. Panel 90.

Emile was baptized at St. James Church, Hatcham, New Cross, London on
Thursday 8 August 1889, at which time the Biart family resided at 102, St.
Donatts Road, New Cross, and Eugene Biart was recorded as being a
Continental Guard. At the time of the 1891 census when Emile was aged 3, the
family was still residing at the same address. Head of the house was 34 year old
Woolwich, Kent native Eugene Biart, who was employed as Railway Guard, and
his 36 year old wife was recorded by the enumerator as being a native of Dover,
Kent. He was educated at the London County Council School, Riversdale Road,
Lewisham, prior to going to St. Dunstan's College, Catford, Kent. At Catford
amongst Emile’s fellow pupils was Streatham native Frederick Henry Johnson,
who was serving as a Second Lieutenant when he won the Victoria Cross on
Saturday 25 September 1915, and was a Major in the 73rd Field Company,
Royal Engineers when he died of wounds on Monday 26 November 1917. On the
night of the 1911 census, 21 year old Emile was employed as a Wholesale
Manchester Warehouseman at Messrs. Cooks his Employees, 16 Stamford
Street, London, SE1. Emile enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on Sunday 9
May 1915, for an engagement of the ‘War & 4 months,’ at which time he stated
that he had previously served for 4 years in the Territorial Force, and was
employed as a Commercial Traveller, naming his father Eugene Biart of 1,
Meadowcourt Road, Lee Green, London, SE as his next of kin. He was attested
for service on Monday 31 May 1915. Emile embarked from Sydney, New South
Wales, Australia for Egypt onboard the Australian troopship H.M.AT. Kanowna
(A61) in the 2nd Reinforcements of the 20th (Infantry) Battalion, Australian
Imperial Forces on Saturday 19 June 1915. The requisitioned 6,482 ton
Kanowna was owned by the AUSN Co. Ltd, London, and manned by Australia
officers and crew was leased by the Commonwealth until Tuesday 18 March
1919. He sailed from Alexandria, Egypt on Tuesday 3 August 1915 to join the
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force at Gallipoli. On Saturday 21 August 1915,
Emile was admitted to the 2nd Australian Field Ambulance, and was then
transferred to the 1st Australian Casualty Clearing Station suffering with Cellulitis.
He was then transferred to Mudros, from where he embarked for England
onboard the 9,472 ton SS Canada on Tuesday 24 August 1915. On Monday 20
September 1915, Emile was admitted to the No.1 Australian Auxiliary Hospital at
Harefield Park, Harefield, Middlesex. Following his discharge from hospital, he



had a period of convalescence at the 5th Convalescent Depot, which was also
known as the Australian Intermediate Depot at Bostal Heath, Abbey Wood,
London, SE2, during which time in view of their place of abode about seven miles
away he doubtless took the opportunity to visit his parents. On leaving Abbey
Wood, Emile went to Weymouth, Dorset, and on Friday 24 March 1916,
proceeded to France for service with the British Expeditionary Force, but it was
not until Tuesday 2 May 1916 that he rejoined the 20th (Infantry) Battalion,
Australian Imperial Forces in the field. Following Emile’s death, via the Australian
Red Cross Society a number of officers and other ranks were contacted, in an
effort to try and ascertain when, where and how he had died. A number of those
who were contacted suggested that Private, 1805 Clark was in their opinion the
best person to contact. On Friday 27 October 1916, Private 1805 F. Clark was at
the No.1 Australian Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield Park, Harefield, Middlesex,
where Emile had been the previous year, and submitted the following report
about Emile. “He and | were in the same M.G.S. at Pozieres on 26/7 when a
bomb hit both of us about midnight. I was hurt in the back and arm and seeing
him lying motionless close by | pulled his tunic and spoke to him, he never
moved or spoke. | managed to get down to the Dressing Station and saw no
more of him. | feel sure he was dead, but can’t swear to it, and as his Mother saw
me and | didn’t like to tell her, | would rather this report was not used — if it had
been one of my own family | should certainly say he was dead, but | don'’t like
swearing it to strangers.” Another informant, 1747, T.A. McCauley was at No.3
Canadian General Hospital, Boulogne, Pas de Calais, France on Wednesday 15
November 1916 at which time he reported, “Biart was killed on 1st August (or
about that) at Pozieres. | have seen his grave just this side of Pozieres, up from
the sunken road in a sort of communication trench towards Pozieres Ridge. His
grave was by itself with a cross and his name on it.”

BLACKMORE, L.A.H. No trace of this casualty has been located as he or she
has been commemorated on the St. Peter’s, Lee war memorial. Possibly due to
having enlisted in the armed forces and serving in same whilst using an alias.

CHENNELL, ROBERT. Private, 54076.

159th Company, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry).

Died Monday 25 February 1918. Aged 38.

Born Greenwich, Kent. Enlisted Lewisham. Resided Lee Green, Kent.

Son of Richard Chennell and Mary Chennell.

Husband of Ruth Chennell (née Scholfield).

Commemorated on the Basra Memorial, Irag. Panel 14.

Formerly Rifleman, S/23551, Rifle Brigade. Robert’s birth was recorded in the
Greenwich, Registration District during the second quarter of 1879. At the time of
the 1881 census the Chennell family resided at 2, Fawcett Road (Shop),
Deptford, Kent. Head of the house was 45 year old Guilford, Surrey native
Richard Chennell, who was recorded by the enumerator as being a Builder For
Licensed Victualler Off Premises. In view of Robert’'s age at the time of the
census, the above address might also have been his actual place of birth. When



the 1891 census was conducted, Robert and his sister Sarah who was only 4
months old at the time of the 1881 census were both residing at 16, Pendrell
Road, Deptford, Kent. Head of the house was their brother-in-law, 27 year old
Rotherhithe native Henry Thomas Mason who was a Market Gardener and an
employer. The 1901 census entry for 22 year old Robert, records him as being
the head of the house at 100, Edward Street North, Deptford and as being an
Own Account Butcher, residing with his Housekeeper 51 year old Bristol,
Gloucestershire native Jane Allen. Robert’'s marriage to Rotherhithe native Ruth
Scholfield was recorded in the Lewisham, London, Registration District during the
third quarter of 1901. Robert was again shown as being the head of the house
when the 1911 census was conducted, at which time he and his wife and their 5
year old son Sidney Robert Chennell lived at 27, Meadowcourt Road,
Blackheath, Lee Green, and Robert was employed as a Butcher. At the time of
being posted overseas on active service, Robert was serving in the Machine Gun
Corps. Following Robert’s death his widow Ruth did not re-marry, and she died
on Wednesday 28 November 1956 aged 76, at which time she resided at 62,
Court Road, Eltham, London, SE9.

CHESSEMAN, FRED. Private, 18928.

2nd Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Eastern Ontario Regiment).

Died Sunday 3 September 1916. Aged 23.

Son of Mrs. Emily Cheeseman of 781, Murillo Road, Lee, Kent.

Buried 2nd Canadian Cemetery, Sunken Road, Contalmaison, Somme, France.
Grave Ref: D. 4.

Commemorated on page 66 of the Canadian First World War Book of
Remembrance.

Fred was born at Lee Green on Wednesday 21 March 1894. At the time of the
1901 census, the Cheeseman family resided at 18, Carston Mews, Lee. Head of
the house was 34 year old Maidstone, Kent native Harry Cheeseman, who was
employed as a Carman. Although not a perfect match regarding recorded age,
but Fred appears to have been an unaccompanied child (137?), who left Liverpool,
Lancashire onboard the 11,419 ton Allan Shipping Line ship Corsican, which
arrived at Quebec, Canada on Friday 25 June 1909. He enlisted in the Canadian
Over-Seas Expeditionary Force at Valcartier Camp, Quebec, Canada on Monday
21 September 1914, at which time he stated that he was employed as a Waiter,
and named his father Harry Cheeseman of 28, Lochaber Road, Lee, Lewisham,
London as his next of kin. The 2nd Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Eastern Ontario
Regiment) in which Fred served was formed in Valcartier, Quebec in August and
September of 1914, as part of the first units to go to England. Its formation is
representative of the way all the Canadian Battalions of the First Contingent
came into being. Later, more Order of Battle battalions were formed in Canada
and sent overseas. After all of the 48 Order of Battle battalions were formed,
recruitment battalions that went overseas were absorbed into Reserve Infantry
Battalions in England. The men of these Reserve Battalions could then be used
as replacements drafts for the battalions which were serving on the Western
Front. Fred’s battalion was mainly comprised of personnel from Eastern Canada.



However most of the officers were from Militia units in the Peterborough-Ottawa
area. The day after Fred had enlisted his battalion left Quebec City on the SS
Cassandra bound for Plymouth England. After a brief stop in the Gaspé Basin in
order to collect more soldiers, the battalion left the Gaspé Basin on Saturday 3
October as part of a convoy of at least 30 other ships, carrying a combined
32,000 Canadian soldiers, which would be the first of the Canadian infantry
contributions to the war. The SS Cassandra arrived off Plymouth, Devon on
Wednesday 14 October, but due the extraordinary amount of activity in the port,
the battalion did not disembark at Plymouth until Sunday 25 October. The
battalion trained at Bustard Camp, Larkhill, Salisbury Plain, Wiltshire for the next
four months. On Sunday 7 February 1915, the battalion went to Avonmouth,
Bristol, from where it sailed the following day on the SS Blackwell which was
being used as a troopship, and landed at the French port of St. Nazaire. By
Wednesday 17 February the battalion had moved up to the front near
Armentieres, Nord, France, where the battalion was attached to the North
Staffordshire Regiment to receive instruction in the rigors of trench duties, field
engineering etcetera, and to learn from the North Staffordshire officers and other
ranks about what they had learned about how German troops operated in the
field. On Friday 19 February Fred’s battalion entered the front line trench to the
west of the town of Armentieres where the following day the battalion suffered its
first wartime casualty, when 48 year old London native Private Richard Thomas
Cardew was killed when his trench shelter was destroyed by a German shell.
During the Second Battle of Ypres (Thursday 22 April 1915 — Tuesday 25 May
1915), the 2nd Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Eastern Ontario Regiment) suffered
heavy casualties which resulted in the loss of many of the original members of
the battalion. Due to its losses, Fred's battalion was withdrawn from the battle on
Thursday 29 April and a roll call was taken, which revealed that the battle had
resulted in a casualty return of 6 officers and 68 other ranks killed in action, 4
officers and 158 other ranks wounded, and 5 officers and 302 other ranks
officially initially posted as missing, a combined loss of 543 personnel. From the
time of the losses during the Second Battle of Ypres, Fred’s battalion took part in
a number of major engagements on the Western Front prior to his death during
the Battle of the Somme. By the end of the Great War, 242 officers and 5,084
other ranks had fought with the 2nd Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Eastern Ontario
Regiment). Of those, 52 officers and 1,227 other ranks were killed in action,
accidentally killed, or died of their injuries. One of those who fell was 24 year old
Sergeant Leo Clarke, V.C. of Winnipeg, Manitoba who had transferred to the
battalion in order to serve with his brother. He was posthumously awarded the
Victoria Cross for the valour he had displayed near Pozieres on Saturday 9
September 1916. Leo died of his injuries on Thursday 19 October 1916 having
been buried in a trench on Wednesday 11 October 1916, and dug out by his
brother. Sergeant Leo Clarke, V.C. is at rest at Etretat Churchyard, Seine-
Maritime, France. Grave Ref: Il. C. 3A. During the early 1960’'s the south-east
guadrant at Lee, London including Carston Mews where the Cheesman family
had lived for a number of years, was demolished to make way for the Leegate
shopping centre which sadly over the intervening years has gradually declined.



CHURCH, WILLIAM JOHN. Private, 77840.

17th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) (Empire).
Died Thursday 6 June 1918. Aged 18.

Born and resided Lee, Kent. Enlisted Lewisham.

Youngest child of Walter Thomas Church and Mary Ann Church (née Scarf) of
85, Brightfield Road, Lee, London.

Buried Bienvillers Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: XVIII. B. 18.

Commemorated on the Church of England School, Lee, Great War Memorial
Plaque, which is now in the safe keeping of the Lewisham Museum Collection,
199-201, Lewisham High Street, London, SE13 6LG.

Formerly Private, 128770, 102nd Training Reserve. Williams’ birth was recorded
in the Lewisham Registration District during the third quarter of 1899. At the time
of the 1901 census, the Church family resided at 7, Hedgley Street, Lee,
Lewisham, Kent. Head of the house was 27 year old Blackheath, Kent native
Charles Watkins, who was employed as Domestic Gardener. Williams’ father 34
year old Lee, Kent native Walter Thomas Church was recorded by the
enumerator as being employed as a General Labourer. In view of Williams’ age
when the census was taken, it would seem likely that the census address was
also his actual place of birth. William was numbered amongst the 7 other ranks
serving in his battalion who fell on Thursday 6 June 1918.

COLLINS, P.J. Please see the comments at the commemoration of L.A.H.
Blackmore, as unfortunately the same is applicable with this casualty.

FALEY, E. F. No trace of this casualty as he or she has been commemorated on
the St. Peter's, Lee war memorial. Only two Great War casualties are
commemorated by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission with the
surname Faley, both of whom had the initial E. Enoch Faley died on Saturday 26
June 1920, but as the war memorial was dedicated on Saturday 15 May 1920 it
obviously was not Enoch. The other matching casualty was the following soldier:-
FALEY, ERNEST. Private, 15738.

14th (Service) Battalion, Durham Light Infantry.

Died Thursday 12 October 1916. Aged 21.

Son of John Faley and Martha E. Faley of 27, Lesbury Street, Lemington-on-
Tyne, Newcastle upon Tyne, Northumberland.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

Pier and Face 14 A and 15 C.

Whilst logically, Ernest appears to have been the casualty commemorated on the
St. Peter’s, Lee war memorial, which of course might be the case, but all data
resources accessed during the research process found no obvious connection
with the Lee area of Kent. All record entries etcetera appertaining to Ernest were
in north east England. Mention should be made of the fact that there has been
numerous occasions, when quite obscure connections with a location has
subsequently been found, which had resulted in (mainly Great War) casualties
being commemorated on various memorials to the victims of wars.



FORD, ROYSTON DEAMER. Second Lieutenant.

1st Battalion, Royal Irish Regiment.

Died Monday 15 March 1915. Aged 21.

Born Cartagena, Columbia, South America. Resided Lee, Kent.

Son of Susan Alice Ford (née Bravo) of 86, Eltham Road, Lee, Kent.
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 33,
and on page 202 of Ireland’s Memorial Records 1914-1918.

Royston was educated at Magdalen College School, Brackley,
Northamptonshire, which is where he was residing at the time of the 1911
census. When the census was conducted, Royston’s family was residing at 86,
Eltham Road, Lee, London, where his 46 year old widowed mother Susan Alice
Ford who was a native of Jamaica, West Indies, and recorded by the enumerator
as being the head of the house and of Independent Means. Unfortunately it has
not been possible thus far to ascertain when it was that Royston had enlisted in
the army, but there are indications that all of his service in the army had been
serving with the Royal Irish Regiment. In the days leading up to his death,
Royston’s battalion had moved to the Voormezeele - St. Eloi sector trenches on
the Ypers salient on Thursday 11 March 1915, where they were relieved two
days later and went to Dickebusch. The War Diary of the 82nd Brigade, 27th
Division to which the 1st Battalion, Royal Irish Regiment and the 1st Battalion,
Leinster Regiment both belonged, records that the following day at 17.30 hours
both of those battalions were ordered were ordered to move from Dickebusch to
the subsidiary line. At 20.30 hours Royston’s battalion was ordered to move up
The Mound, and 22.00 hours counter attacked Trenches 19, 19A and 20. Early
the next day the attack carried out by the battalion was brought to a standstill,
primarily due to the combination of three well placed enemy machine guns and
concentrated rifle fire during the engagement with the enemy, at the village of St.
Eloi, Ypres, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. The attack was as the direct result of
German pressure exerted during the previous day at St. Eloi. “A,” “B,” “C,” and
“D” Companies were brought up to assault the German positions commencing at
02.00 hours on Monday 15 March. “B” Company personnel supported by “D”
Company worked their way down the left side of St. Eloi village, with “A” and “C”
Companies on the right. Unfortunately there was a delay caused by some
soldiers of the 1st Battalion, Leinster Regiment and others soldiers, who were
crossing in front of the assaulting companies, in addition to which one of the
trenches previously occupied by the 1st Battalion, Leinster Regiment had
unknowingly being re-occupied by the Germans. Adding to the problems was all
of the attacking companies had lost substantial numbers of stragglers in the dark,
prior to the attack. As a result of the delays etcetera, the element of surprise was
lost and the assault was caught in heavy and rapid enemy fire aided by flares
that "lit up the village almost as if it was daylight." The casualty list attests to the
resultant losses which had included the Commanding Officer of the battalion, 48
year old Lieutenant-Colonel George Francis Reginald Forbes of Abingdon,
Berkshire who suffered a slight head wound but a serious wound to the thigh
which resulted in his death on Wednesday 17 March. Royston’s mother died at
86, Eltham Road, Lee, Kent on Wednesday 10 January 1917, aged 50.



FUDGE, STANLEY JOSEPH. Private, 919408.

24th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Quebec Regiment).

Died Thursday 11 April 1918. Aged 20.

Son of John Joseph Fudge and Annie Mitchelson Fudge (née Townsend) of
Eltham Road, Lee Green, Kent.

Commemorated on the Vimy Memorial, Pas de Calais, France, and on page 411
of the Canadian First World War Book of Remembrance. Stanley is probably the
casualty who is commemorated on the Northbrook Church of England School,
Hedgley Street, Lee, London, SE12, Great War memorial plague, but as S.V.
FUDGE.

Stanley was born at Lee Green, Kent on Saturday 7 August 1897, and was
baptized at the parish church of St. Peter, Lee, Kent on Sunday 27 August 1899.
At the time of his baptism, the Fudge family resided at 7, Carston Mews, Lee,
Kent and John Joseph Fudge was recorded as being the Manager of Tillings
Yard. At the time of the 1911 census, the Fudge family was still residing at 7,
Carston Mews, Lee. Head of the house was 52 year old Paddington, London
native John Joseph Fudge, who was employed as a Job Masters Manager.
Stanley enlisted in the Canadian-Overseas Expeditionary Force at Montreal,
Quebec, Canada on Sunday 21 May 1916, at which time he stated that he was
18 years and 9 months old, employed as a Steward, and that he was serving in
the Militia as a member of the 55th Irish Canadian Rangers, Stanley named his
father John Joseph Fudge of Eltham Road, Lee Green, Kent as his next of kin.
Although Stanley had told the recruiting staff at Montreal when he enlisted that
he was employed as a Steward, it would seem likely that he was a Steward on a
ship. The transcriber of these brief commemorations noted that Stanly had made
a number of voyages from London to New South Wales, Australia. Stanley was
recorded as being employed as a 3rd Class Waiter onboard the 12,077 ton
Orient Steam Navigation Company ship SS Otway, which had sailed from the
Port of London and docked at Sydney, New South Wales on Thursday 5 June
1913. The voyage was replicated by Stanley whilst serving in the same capacity
onboard the 12,026 ton Glasgow registered Orient Steam Navigation Company
ship SS Orsova, which had sailed from the Port of London and docked at
Sydney, New South Wales on Thursday 4 December 1913, and on another
voyage when Stanley was serving on the SS Orsova when it docked at Sydney
on Thursday 5 November 1914. The Canada, War Graves Registers
(Circumstances of Casualty), 1914-1948 record for Stanley, states that whilst
serving in the 24th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Quebec Regiment) he was
“Killed in action whilst on duty in the trenches in the vicinity of Arras, he was
instantly killed by an enemy shell.” The SS Otway on which Stanley had served
as a Waiter, was Torpedoed and sunk off the Hebrides north of the Butt of Lewis
on Tuesday 23 July 1917 with the loss of 10 lives, by the German U-Boat U-49,
which at the time was being commanded by 30 year old Kapitéanleutnant, Karl
Petri. When she was lost the ship was being used by the Royal Navy as an
armed merchant cruiser. The SS Orsova was used as a troopship during the
Great War, on Wednesday 14 March 1917 she was torpedoed and beached in
Cornwall, but she was later repaired at Devonport and put back in service.



.....

FYSH, CHARLES EDWARD. D.S.0O., M.C. and Bar. Major.

1/6th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders.

Died Sunday 28 July 1918. Aged 23.

Only son of Anna Mary Louisa Fysh (née Gibbs) of “Sunnyside,” Lee, Lewisham,
Kent, and of the late Edward Thomas Fysh.

Husband of Helen Flora Jean Fysh (née Macdougall) of Craggan House,
Grantown-on-Spey, Scotland.

Buried St. Imoges Churchyard, Marne, France. Grave Ref: D. 1.

Commemorated at Lee Metodist Church, and at Grantown-on-Spey, Scotland,
also on the Blackheath Football Club Great War Roll of Honour, and on the
South London Harriers memorial plaque.

Formerly Private, Seaforth Highlanders. Charles was born at Old Charlton, Kent
on Saturday 13 October 1894. At the time of the 1911 census, the Fysh family
resided at 7, Leyland Road, Lee, Lewisham, Kent. Head of the house was 59
year old Tunbridge Wells, Kent native Helen Flora Jean Fysh, who was a widow.
He was educated at Colfe’s Grammar School, Lewisham, and the South
Kensington School of Mines, with a view to becoming a Mineral Assayist. As can
be deduced by the fact that he is commemorated on the Blackheath Football
Club Great War Roll of Honour, and on the South London Harriers memorial
plague, Charles had been a keen and noted local sportsman. At the
commencement of the Great War, Charles was serving in the Officers Training
Corps and joined the army as a Private in the Seaforth Highlanders, and was
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commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the same regiment in September 1914.
He was serving with the officers and other ranks of the 1/6th (Territorial Force)
Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders at Bedford, Bedfordshire in the Seaforth and
Cameron Brigade, Highland Division which later became 152nd Brigade, 51st
Highland Division, when his battalion was posted to France for service with the
British Expeditionary Force on Thursday 1 May 1915. The battalion went by train
from Bedford to Folkestone, Kent and crossed the English Channel to Boulogne-
sur-Mer, Pas de Calais. Having taken part in the Battles of Ypres, Cambrai, the
Somme and the Marne, for his gallantry whilst serving on the Western Front,
Charles was awarded the Distinguished Service Order and the Military Cross
twice. The London Gazette dated Tuesday 24 July 1917 published the citation for
his first Military Cross:- “For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty in leading
his company in a successful counter-attack upon the enemy. He afterwards
personally reconnoitred and cleared up the situation in front of his line, taking
command of another company which had lost its commander and establishing
strong posts and communication with both flanks. His promptness and initiative
were most marked.” On Tuesday 23 July 1918 The London Gazette published
the following citation for his second Military Cross:- “For conspicuous gallantry
and devotion to duty. It was mainly owing to this officer's courage and
determination in command of a company that the line held throughout two days'
fighting. He continued his fine work during the three following days, constantly
exposed to machine-gun fire, and by encouraging his men inflicting heavy losses
on the enemy. The citation for Charles’ Distinguished Service Order was
published in The London Gazette dated Friday 13 September 1918:- “For
conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty in command of his battalion in action.
He displayed great capabilities for organisation, rallying men of other units and
leading them forward through heavy fire to posts from which they were able to
inflict severe loss on the enemy. He made repeated reconnaissance’s to the front
and flanks, regardless of his own safety, and on one occasion it was mainly due
to his good work that the enemy failed to effect a crossing over a canal.” Charles
fell at Chaumuzy, Marne, France on Sunday 28 July 1918, whilst serving as an
Acting Lieutenant-Colonel, at which time his home address was 72, Leyland
Road, Lee, Lewisham, Kent. Charles had married Craggan, Inverallan native
Miss Helen Flora Jean Fysh the daughter of Donald Macdougall of Craggan
House, Grantown-on-Spey, Scotland, at Melrose, Roxburghshire, Scotland on
Wednesday 28 February 1917. Following Charles death his Commanding Officer
wrote a letter of condolence to Charles wife, an extract of which said “I feel | have
lost a very efficient and gallant officer,” and a brother officer wrote:- “The
Seaforths have lost one of their most brilliant officers.” Charles had been one of
the many former pupils of Colfe’s Grammar School, Lewisham that enlisted in the
armed forces, of whom 124 lost their lives in the Great War. Charles’ late father
Edward Thomas Fysh who was born at Highbury, Middlesex on Sunday 29
March 1831 died at Leyland Road, Lee, Lewisham, Kent on Sunday 9 January
1910, and was a Retired Australian Timber Merchant, who had traded for a
number of years at Melbourne Road, Ballarat, Victoria, Australia. Charles’ mother
died at 73, Leyland Road, Lee on Monday 4 March 1929, aged 74.
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GILBEY, ALBERT VICTOR. Private, LSR/1843.

2nd Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment.

Died Sunday 9 May 1915. Aged 20.

Born and resided Lee, Kent. Enlisted London.

Son of Henry Gilbey (née Knowles) of 71, Eltham Road, Lee, Kent.

Buried Y Farm Military Cemetery, Bois Grenier, Nord, France. Grave Ref: J. 41.
Albert appears to be the casualty who is commemorated as BERT GILBY on the
Church of England School, Lee, Great War Memorial Plaque, which is in the safe
keeping of the Lewisham Museum Collection ,199-201, Lewisham High Street,
London, SE13 6LG.

Albert's birth was recorded in the Lewisham Registration District during the
second quarter of 1896. At the time of the 1911 census, the Gilbey family resided
at 103, Fernbrook Road, Lee, Lewisham. Head of the house was 48 year old
Reed, Hertford native Henry Gilbey, who was a Jobbing Gardener and the then
14 year old Albert, was employed as an Errand Boy. Unfortuntely Albert’s service
papers appear to amongst those which were destroyed during an air raid by
German bombers in 1940, however the prefix LSR on Albert’s regimental number
is indicative of him having been a member of the Royal Sussex Regiment Special
Reserve, and he would have enlisted in the army under regular army terms. As a
serving member of the Special Reserve, Albert would have been mobilized at or
very shortly after the commencement of the Great War. His Medal Index Card
entry shows that he had served with the British Expeditionary Force as a member
of the Royal Sussex Regiment from Monday 23 November 1914. The 2nd
Battalion was the sole battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment serving on the
Western Front at the time that Albert arrived there, and as such he had probably
served in the same battalion until his death. The bulk of the officers and other
ranks of Albert’s battalion comprised of regular soldiers, had sailed from
Southampton onboard the SS Olympia and SS Agapenor, and arrived at the
French port of Harve on Thursday 13 August 1914. The battalion subsequently
fought alongside the 5th (Cinque Ports) Battalion of the regiment during the ‘The
Battle of Aubers Ridge’ to the south of the town of Armentieres, Nord, France on
Sunday 9 May 1915 when Albert fell. The battle which cost Albert his life was the
initial British component of the combined Anglo-French offensive known as the
Second Battle of Artois. The French Commander-in-Chief Joffre had enquired of
Sir John French, the Commander of the British Expeditionary Force if British
units could support a French offensive into the Douai Plain around late April or
early May 1915. The immediate French objectives were to capture the heights at
Norte Dame de Lorette, and Vimy Ridge. It was eventually decided that the
British forces would attack in the southern half of their front line, near the village
of Laventie. Their objective in the flat and poorly drained terrain was the Aubers
Ridge the same area had been targeted in the Battle of Neuve Chapelle just two
months earlier. Intelligence about the newly strengthened German positions was
not available or given sufficient attention. No surprise was achieved, and the
duration and weight of the British bombardment was wholly insufficient to break
the German wire, and breastwork defences or to destroy or suppress the front
line machine guns. German artillery and free movement of reserves were also
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insufficiently suppressed. Trench layout, traffic flows and organisation behind the
British front line did not allow for easy movement of reinforcements and
evacuation of the casualties. British artillery equipment and ammunition were in
poor condition due to over use, and due faulty manufacture. It soon became
impossible to tell precisely where British troops were, meaning that accurate
close support artillery fire was impossible. Various commentators have made
similar comments along the lines that ‘The Battle of Aubers Ridge’ on Sunday 9
May 1915 was an unmitigated disaster for the British army. No ground was won
and no tactical advantage gained. It is very doubtful if it had the slightest positive
effect on assisting the main French attack fifteen miles to the south. The battle
was renewed, albeit with the epicentre shifted just a little way south, and is
known as the ‘The Battle of Festubert,” which was fought from Saturday 15 May
to Thursday 27 May 1915. Albert was numbered amongst the 268 other ranks
which were recorded for the 2nd Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment who died on
Sunday 9 May 1915, the majority of which were at ‘The Battle of Aubers Ridge.’

GODFREE, REGINALD BARBER. Private, 3864.

2/1st Battalion, Honourable Artillery Company (Infantry).

Died Thursday 15 March 1917. Aged 19.

Born and resided Lee, Kent. Enlisted Armoury House.

Youngest son of Alfred Godfree of "Melbury,” Southborough Road, Bromley,
Kent, and late Kate Godfree (née Hatcher).

Buried Gommecourt British Cemetery No.2, Hebuterne, Pas de Calais, France.
Grave Ref: V. J. 28.

Also commemorated on the Christ Church, Lee Great War Memorial Plaque,
which is in the safe keeping of the Lewisham Museum Collection at 199-201,
Lewisham High Street, London, SE13 6LG.

At the time of the 1911 census, the Godfree family resided at "Kingswood," 33,
Burnt Ash Road, Lee, Lewisham, London. Head of the house was 54 year old
Leigh, Devonshire native Alfred Godfree, who was employed as a Commercial
Traveller. Later during the same month that the census had been conducted,
Reginald’'s mother Kate Godfree died on Friday 28 April 1911. Reginald was
numbered amongst the 18 other ranks serving in the 2nd Battalion, Honourable
Artillery Company (Infantry) who fell at the village of Bucquoy, Pas de Calais,
France on Thursday 15 March 1917. Bucquoy were Reginald fell, was taken by
the 7th Division which had included Reginald’s battalion in March 1917.
Following their deaths Reginald and his comrades were originally buried close to
where they fell. The graves of 17 of those who fell were later removed to
Gommecourt British Cemetery No.2, at Hebuterne. The other casualty who is not
at rest at Hebuterne was 30 year old Private, 9438, Frederick William Vizer of
Richmond, Surrey, who is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme,
France. Gommecourt British Cemeteries No.1, No.2, No.3 and No.4 were made
in 1917 when the battlefields were cleared. No.2 had originally contained 101
graves of Saturday 1 July 1916, almost all being men of the 56th (London)
Division, which form Plot I. After the Armistice, many graves from the
neighbouring battlefields were brought in.
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GODFREE, TOM HATCHER. Private, 2585.

1/1st Battalion, Honourable Artillery Company (Infantry).

Died Wednesday 16 June 1915. Aged 25.

Born Lewisham. Enlisted Armoury House. Resided Lee, Kent.

Eldest son of Alfred Godfree of "Kingswood," 33, Burnt Ash Road, Lee, Kent, and
late Kate Godfree (née Hatcher).

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 9
as shown above, and on the Christ Church, Lee Great War Memorial Plaque,
which is in the safe keeping of the Lewisham Museum Collection at 199-201,
Lewisham High Street, London, SE13 6LG.

Tom was born on Monday 3 March 1890, and baptized at the parish church of St.
Paul, Greenwich, London on Thursday 27 March 1890, which is also where his
parents had married on Thursday 26 April 1883. At the time of his baptism, the
Godfree family resided at 8, Blackheath Hill, and Toms’ father Alfred Godfree
was an lron Monger. When the 1911 census was conducted (please see
Reginald above), Tom was employed as a Clerk at a Printers Office. He enlisted
in the Territorial Force for 4 years on Wednesday 18 November 1914. When he
enlisted at Armoury House, Finsbury, London, EC, he stated that he was 24
years and 10 months old, and resided at 33, Burnt Ash Road. On the day of
enlisting he also signed a copy of Army Form E.624, which was the Imperial
Service Obligation that was signed by the members of the Territorial Force who
agreed to serve outside the United Kingdom in the event of a national
emergency, and which had to be signed in the presence of the officer or other
ranks Commanding Officer. Tom was posted to France for service with the British
Expeditionary Force on Tuesday 27 April 1915. Tom was numbered amongst the
35 other ranks serving in 1/1st Battalion, Honourable Artillery Company (Infantry)
during an attack on village of Hooge to the east of the town of Ypres (now leper),
West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Corporal Cyril Joseph Jobling of South Woodford,
Essex is at rest at Hooge Crater Cemetery at the village where the action was
fought , and Private Arthur Harry Wigg of Ealing, London is at rest at Cement
House Cemetery, Langemark-Poelkapelle, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. The other
33 casualties including Tom are all commemorated on the Menin Gate. At the
time of being sent Tom’s medals, his father Alfred Godfree was residing at 36,
Newstead Road, Lee, London, SE12.

GODFREY, MARGARET. No trace of this casualty by the Commonwealth War
Grave Commission, but a Margaret A. Godfrey was located by the transcriber of
these brief commemorations, as having served as a Canteener with the French
Red Cross. Margaret has a Medal Index Card Entry which shows that she was
posted to France in April 1915, and had been awarded the British War Medal.
Margaret was one of the women who selflessly served on the Western Front and
elsewhere during the Great War as volunteers, for organizations such as the Red
Cross, and whose life stories, contributions, and in many cases ultimately their
sacrifices have sadly often been completely overlooked with the passage of time.

14



HARVEY, EDWARD BYRON ATKINS. Second Lieutenant.

"B" Company, 8th (Service) Battalion, Queen’'s Own (Royal West Kent
Regiment).

Died Sunday 15 April 1917. Aged 21.

Son of Thomas Harvey and Henrietta Charlotte Harvey (née Atkins) of 7,
Osberton Road, Lee Green, London, SE.

Buried Maroc British Cemetery, Grenay, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: 1ll. C. 23.

Formerly Private, 1760, 1/16th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment
(Queen’s Westminster Rifles). Edwards’ birth was recorded in the Greenwich
Registration District during the fourth quarter of 1895. At the time of the 1911
census, Edward’s parents and other family members were residing at 7,
Osberton Road, Lee Green. Head of the house was 52 year old Paddington,
London native Thomas Harvey, who was employed as an Optic Commercial
Traveller. Edward not at the family home on the night of the census, but was
living at 20, Rowden Road, Beckenham, Kent, where his uncle, 51 year old
Lambeth, London native Montague John Harvey who was employed as a
Stationary Traveller was the head of the house. The 1/16th (County of London)
Battalion, London Regiment (Queen’s Westminster Rifles) in which Edward
originally served, had its Headquarters at 58, Buckingham Palace Gate, London,
and was part of 4th London Brigade, 2nd London Division. As part of their
Territorial Force commitment, on Sunday 2 August 1914 the personnel of the
battalion departed from Paddington railway station for annual camp at Perham
Down, Salisbury Plain. The same night the battalion was ordered to return back
to its Headquarters. Having been billeted at the Endowed Schools, the battalion
assembled in Hyde Park, London on Friday 14 August, and then marched to
Edgware via the Edgware Road. The following day the battalion moved to
Leverstock Green, Hemel Hempstead. On Sunday 1 November 1914 the
battalion left from Watford railway station, and travelled to Southampton where it
embarked on the 8,205 ton SS Maidan, and landed at the French port of Havre
the next day, at which time it was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Rupert
Shoolbred, T.D., D.L., J.P. and was comprised of 892 all ranks, and had included
Edward. He was commissioned as a Temporary Second Lieutenant in the 9th
(Reserve) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) on Friday 28
May 1915, as was published in The London Gazette dated Tuesday 29 August
1916. Whilst fighting on the Arras front Edward’s battalion as part of the 24th
Division again took up the advance on the day that he died, but encountered a lot
of opposition; and though it made good Cowden Trench just beyond Cité St.
Pierre to the north west of the city of Lens, but could progress no further without
more artillery support than was then available, and was only able to consolidate
the ground gained. A total of 9 officers and 60 other ranks were hit in these
operations, with the 8th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent
Regiment) losses in just five days, being more than twice as many as the
previous five weeks in the Calonne sector. On Saturday 22 July 1922, Edward’s
father, Thomas Harvey submitted a request to be furnished with Edwards’s
medals, at which time he resided at 7, Osberton Road, Lee Green, London, SE.
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HODDLE, ARCHER ERNEST. Private, M2/269305.

2nd Reception Battalion (Larkhill), Army Service Corps.

Died Tuesday 16 July 1918.

Son of Charles Hoodle and Mary Hoddle (née Archer).

Born Kennington, London. Resided Lee, Lewisham, London.

Buried St. John the Baptist Churchyard, Eltham, London. Grave Ref: 1992.
Formerly Private, 2384, 2nd City of London Yeomanry.

Formerly Private, 2384, 1/2nd County of London Yeomanry (Westminster
Dragoons). Archer was baptized at the parish church of St. John the Divine,
Kennington on 18 November 1894, at which time the Hoddle family resided at
164, Camberwell New Road, Kennington Park, Kennington, London, and his
father was a Photographer. On 11 January 1911 Archer, his parents and younger
brother Charles Frederick Hoddle were all confirmed at Southwark Cathedral. At
the time of their confirmations, and when the 1911 census was conducted, the
Hoddle family resided at 1, The Avenue, Eltham Road, Lee. Head of the house
was 47 year old Northam, Northamptonshire native Charles Hoodle who was a
Managing Director, and 16 year old Archer was recorded by the enumerator as
being a Student. The 1/2nd County of London Yeomanry (Westminster
Dragoons) in which Archer had originally served was a Territorial Force cavalry
regiment, based at the Duke of York's Headquarters, Elverton Street,
Westminster, London. At the commencement of the Great War, the regiment was
on annual camp and was immediately mobilized attached to the London Mounted
Brigade. In September 1914 the regiment was posted to serve in Egypt, where
on Tuesday 19 January 1915 the 1/2nd County of London Yeomanry
(Westminster Dragoons) formed the Yeomanry Mounted Brigade with the 1/1st
Hertfordshire Yeomanry. On Friday 13 August 1915 the regiment became part of
the 2nd Mounted Division, prior to sailing from Alexandria the following day, and
arrived at Mudros on Tuesday 17 August from where it sailed for Gallipoli,
landing at Suvla Bay the next day. At Gallipoli the Yeomanry Mounted Brigade
was re-designated the 5th Mounted Brigade, 2nd Mounted Division. On Friday 20
August the regiment moved from “A” Beach to Lala Baba, then forward to
Chocolate Hill. The regiment took part in other attacks dismounted on Scimitar
Hill and Hill 112 on Saturday 21, and carried out subsequent tours in forward
areas including Chocolate Hill. On Saturday 4 September the regiment and the
1/1st Hertfordshire Yeomanry, became the 5th Yeomanry Regiment, 1st
Composite Mounted Brigade. Archer arrived at the front on Sunday 12
September 1915, and sailed with the survivors of the regiment for Mudros on the
last day of October 1915. Having returned to Egypt the regiment was mounted
again. Unfortunately it has not been possible thus far to ascertain the
circumstances or the reason for Archer’s transfer to the Army Service Corps. The
M2 prefix on Archer’s regimental number is that of an other rank serving in the
Army Service Corps, Mechanical Transport, and as such in view of his length of
service at the time of his death which was recorded in the Amesbury, Wiltshire,
Registration District during the third quarter of 1918, he was clearly not a recruit
at the 2nd Reception Battalion, Army Service Corps, but was probably on the
permanent staff of the establishment at Larkhill, Wiltshire.
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HUCKSTEPP, ALBERT PERCY. Rifleman, S/3900.

13th (Service) Battalion, Rifle Brigade.

Died Sunday 21 November 1915. Aged 21.

Born and resided Lee, Kent. Enlisted Lewisham.

Son of Albert George Huckstepp and Matilda Huckstepp (née Daniels) of 30,
Manor Park, Lee, London.

Buried Gezaincourt Communal Cemetery, Somme, France. Grave Ref: A. 2.
Commemorated on the Church of England School, Lee, Great War Memorial
Plaque, and on the Christ Church, Lee Great War Memorial Plaque, both of
which are in the safe keeping of the Lewisham Museum Collection at 199-201,
Lewisham High Street, London, SE13 6LG.

At the time of the 1911 census, the Huckstepp family resided at 3, Brightfield
Road, Lee, London. Head of the house was 43 year old Wye, Ashford, Kent
native Albert George Huckstepp, who was an Own Account Chiropodist and
Hairdresser, and the then 16 year old Albert was recorded by the census
enumerator as being employed as a Butchers Lad. Albert’s is the sole other
ranks death suffered by the 13th (Service) Battalion, Rifle Brigade, on Sunday 21
November 1915 when he died of wounds. The cemetery where Albert is at rest at
the Somme village of Gezaincourt to the south-west of the town of Doullens,
contains the graves of 9 Great War casualties who died between October 1915
and March 1916. The adjoining cemetery extension contains 596 Commonwealth
burials of the Great War, 3 of which are unidentified, and a plot of 76 German
graves. There are also six Second World War burials, all dating from the early
months of the war before the German advance.

JANSON-POTTS, WILLIAM. M.C. Lieutenant.

“A” Flight, 56th Squadron, Royal Flying Corps and Royal Field Artillery.

Died Friday 21 September 1917. Aged 21.

Son of the late William Potts and Sophia Potts of New Eltham, Kent.

Husband of Gladys Isabelle Potts (née Thorndike) of Blackboro' Lodge, Reigate,
Surrey.

Buried Pont-du-Hem Military Cemetery, La Gorgue, Nord, France.

Grave Ref: IV. C. 15.
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Also commemorated on the King's School, Canterbury, Kent Roll of Honour.

Williams’ birth was recorded in the Lewisham, Registration District during the
third quarter of 1896, after he was born at New Eltham, Kent on Sunday 5 July
1896. At the time of the 1911 census, the Potts family resided at Selborne
Cottage, West Hill, Sanderstead, South Croydon, Surrey. Head of the house was
57 year old London native William Potts (senior) who was an Accountant. William
(junior) was educated at the King's School, Canterbury, Kent from January 1910
to March 1915, where he gained a Junior Scholarship in December 1911 and a
Senior Scholarship in June 1913. He played in the Cricket Xl in 1913 and 1914
and the Rugby XV in 1914, receiving his sports colours in 1915. He was
appointed at School monitor in 1913 and Captain of School in 1914/5. He was
also President of the Debating Society, Editor of the Cantuarian and a Cadet
Officer in the Officer Training Corps. The William Janson Potts Scholarship at the
King's School, Canterbury was founded in 1919 by his uncle, Percy Janson. In
1915 he won the Rose Exhibition for mathematics to Pembroke College,
Cambridge, which he did not take up. Instead of going up to Cambridge, William
took a commission in the Royal Field Artillery as a Second Lieutenant on
Thursday 6 May 1915, and posted to the 3rd Home Counties (Cinque Ports)
Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. He was promoted to Lieutenant on Thursday 1
June 1916. He obtained his Great Britain, Royal Aero Club Aviators’ Certificate at
the Military Flying School, Brooklands, Surrey on Wednesday 18 October 1916,
flying a Maurice Farman Biplane. When he was awarded his Royal Aero Club
Aviators’ Certificate, William was serving as a Second Lieutenant in the 337th
Brigade, Royal Field Artillery (Territorial Force), and he still resided at Selborne
Cottage, West Hill, Sanderstead, South Croydon, Surrey. He married Miss
Gladys Isabella Thorndike the only daughter of Major Francis Henry Thorndike,
at the parish church of St. Peter, Lee, Kent on the afternoon of Saturday 14 July
1917. At the time of their marriage, William was recorded as being a Lieutenant
in the 56th Squadron, Royal Flying Corps at London Colney, St. Albans,
Hertfordshire. Major Francis Henry Thorndike was an officer in the 2nd Battalion,
Royal Sussex Regiment. Prior to his death William survived a number dramatic
incidents over the Western Front. On Sunday 12 August 1917 he was flying an
SEb5a (No.B513) when it was wrecked. On Sunday 9 September 1917 he was
flying another SE5a (No.B4857) when it collided with SE5a (N0.A8946), which
was being flown by Second Lieutenant E.A. Turnbull, who was also serving in the
same squadron. William is also mentioned twice in the Royal Flying Corps
Communiques as follows:- Communique No.104 (pages 120/121, Sunday 2
September 1917:- “In the evening four SE5s of 56 squadron engaged eight
EA. One EA became detached from the rest and was destroyed by Lt R
Maybery and 2nd Lt A P F Rhys Davids. Two others were shot down out of
control by 56 squadron, one by 2nd Lt E Turnbull and the other by Lt W Potts.”
Tuesday 4 September 1917:- “Lt W J Potts, 56 squadron, saw two SE5s diving
towards Houlthulst Forest, so followed and saw three EA scouts below. He
opened fire at one which fell sideways, burst into flames and crashed.” William
failed to return from an Offensive Patrol which had commenced just after 08.00
hours, and was flying an SE5a (N0.A4857) on Friday 21 September 1917, having
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become the third of the 7 kills credited to Vizefeldwebel (Sergeant Major) Gustav
Schneidewind of Jagdstaffel 17. William was last seen to have been in aerial
combat with a German aircraft over Verlinghem Wood to the east of Ypres (now
leper), and having shot down with the wings of his aircraft being seen to fold
during the descent. He was subsequently recorded as having been shot down by
Vizefeldwebel Schneidewind at 08.21 hours. Born in Germany on Thursday 28
August 1890, Gustav Schneidewind was posted to Jagdstaffel 1(F) in Palestine
on Monday 7 January 1918. On Thursday 23 May 1918, in a fight with Bristol
Fighters of 1 Squadron, Australian Flying Corps, he was badly wounded in both
arms when he was shot down by New Zealander, Carrick Stewart Paul, D.F.C.
Having survived the Great War, which had included being wounded at Gallipoli
on Tuesday 13 July 1915, whilst serving in the 6th Light Horse, and again near
the Suez Canal, on Friday 4 August 1916, tragically Carrick was lost when he fell
overboard from a ship sailing to New Zealand on Wednesday 22 January 1919,
and is commemorated on the Chatby Memorial, Egypt. At the time of applying for
William’s medals on Friday 13 January 1922, his widow Gladys resided at
“Redcroft,” Dartmouth Row, Blackheath, London, SE10. The fact that some data
sources record William and his wife was having the surname Potts, and on other
data/records as Janson-Potts, as he is commemorated on the St. Peter’s, Lee
war memorial, but it was not until Saturday 13 November 1943 that Williams’
widow gave formal notice that having been known as Gladys Isabelle Potts, that
she gave formal notice that she had assumed the additional surname of Janson,
as was published in The London Gazette dated Friday 3 December 1943. At the
time of officially changing her surname to Janson-Potts, Gladys resided at Far
End Cottage, Chorley, Lancashire. Earlier in the Second World War, Galdys had
resided at 1, Elm Close, Kingston Hill, Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey. Born on
Saturday 29 September 1888, the death of 94 year old Gladys Isabelle Potts,
was recorded in the Taunton, Somerset, Registration District during the first
quarter of 1983. For several years Gladys had been an active member of the Girl
Guides, and her book ‘Hints on Girl Guide Badges’ was revised over a period in
excess of 20 years, and was regarded as being the foremost book of its type.

LE - BESQUE, L. L. No matching Commonwealth War Graves Commission trace
for this casualty has been found as he or she has been commemorated on the
Lee St. Peter's war memorial. Arguably it is possibly in remembrance of the
following local man Leonard Louis Le Bergue, albeit although no obvious Great
War related death data appertaining to him, has thus far been found. Purely
supposition on the part of the transcriber of these brief commemorations, and
should therefore be viewed as such. Both of Leonard’s parents were French, and
as such it would seem likely that Leonard and his siblings were brought up to be
bilingual, speaking fluent French. As shortly after the commencement of the
Great War, the British Government appealed for men speaking French to
volunteer for service as interpreters with the army, Leonard might have been of
their number. To further complicate matters, a number of the interpreters
recruited also served with the French army as opposed to with the British. As
there appears to be no obvious commemoration by the Commonwealth War
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Graves Commission for Leonard, it might be the case that he was numbered
amongst the significant number of men who served in the armed forces using an
alias, or is numbered amongst the thousands of casualties of both world wars
who have not been commemorated by the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission. On this occasion the latter reason is probably not applicable here.
Le BERGUE, LEONARD LOUIS.

At the time of the 1911 census, the Le Bergue family resided at 37, Cambridge
Road, Lee, Kent. Head of the house was Leonard’s 48 year old father Ernest Le
Bergue, who was a native of Lorient, France, and employed as a Restaurant
Steward. Leonard was recorded by the enumerator as being a 19 year old native
of Newport, Isle of Wight, and employed as a Clerk at an Export Merchants.
When the 1891 census was conducted, Ernest Le Bergue, his wife Marie Jeanne
Beatrice Le Bergue and their then only child Jane Beatrice Le Bergue resided at
54, New Cut, Newport, Isle of Wight, it being approximately only a year prior to
Leonard’s birth, and as such it would seem likely that the census address was
also his actual place of birth. Leonard’s 35 year old mother was recorded as
being the head of the house at 153, Foundry Lane, Shirley, Southampton,
Hampshire at the time of the 1901 census, when her husband was away at sea.

LETHBRIDGE, ERNEST DAVID REED. Sapper, 186667.

“G” Depot Company, Royal Engineers.

Died Friday 11 May 1917. Aged 39.

Born Taunton, Somerset. Enlisted Lewisham, London. Resided Lee, London.
Son of Rosina Ann Lethbridge (née Tout) and the late William Reed Lethbridge.
Husband of Phoebe Grace Lethbridge (née Densham) of 10, Meadowcourt
Road, Blackheath, London, SES.

When the 1881 census was conducted, the Lethbridge family resided at 18,
Albemarle Street, Taunton, Somerset. Head of the house was 37 year old Little
Torrington, Torridge, Devon native William Reed Lethbridge, who was a Tailor.
Specific reference is made here of the above census entry, as Ernest was only 2
years old at the time and as such the census address might also be that of his
actual place of birth. Ernest married Miss Phoebe Grace Densham at Belmont
Chapel, Devonport, Devon on Saturday 16 July 1904. At the time of the 1911
census, Ernest was the head of the house at 52, Longhurst Road, Lee,
Lewisham, London, and was employed as a Tailor Cutter. Ernest enlisted in the
army on Thursday 24 February 1916 ‘For the Duration of the War.” When he
enlisted, Ernest stated that he was 38 years and 335 days old, employed as
Cutter & Tailor Manager, and residing with his wife and two children at 10,
Meadmount Road, Lee, London. Having been placed on the Army Reserve,
Ernest was mobilized and attested at Chatham, Kent on Thursday 14 September
1916 to serve in the Royal Engineers. At Chatham, Ernest took a trade test which
assessed him as being a Skilled Tailor. On Monday 11 December 1916, Ernest
was transferred to serve in “G” Company, Royal Engineers at Chatham.
Following the report submitted by a Medical Board which was held on Saturday
24 March 1917, Ernest was discharged from the army due to being no longer fit
for war service on Saturday 14 April 1917. Following his discharge from the army
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due to sickness Ernest was awarded a Silver War Badge and H.M. The Kings
Certificate of Appreciation. His death was recorded in the Lewisham, London,
Registration District during the second quarter of 1917. Following Ernest’s death,
his widow did not remarry and at the age of 84, Phoebe Grace Lethbridge died at
Willett House Nursing Home, 10 Kemnal Road, Chislehurst, Kent on Saturday 22
February 1964, at which time her home address was 18, Shinecrot Cottages,
Otford, Sevenoaks, Kent. Phoebe had been predeceased by her youngest
daughter Gladys Mary Louise Lethbridge who was aged 23 at the time of her
death at Farnborough Hospital, Orpington, Kent on Sunday 3 November 1935.

MONKHOUSE, ROBERT ALEXANDER. Second Lieutenant.

1/6th (Service) Battalion, Gordon Highlanders.

Died Monday 9 April 1917. Aged 20.

Born Catford, Kent. Resided Lee, London.

Son of John Isaac Monkhouse and Maggie Seller Monkhouse (née Auchinachie)
of "Byeland," Strathpeffer, Ross-shire, Scotland.

Buried Roclincourt Valley Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: I. A. 1.

Formerly Private, S/12377, Gordon Highlanders. Robert was born at Catford,
Kent on Sunday 25 October 1896. He was educated at the Greenwich Central
School, and Cuthberts College, Forest Hill, London, S.E. At the time of the 1911
census, the Monkhouse family resided at 5, Boyne Road, Lewisham, S.E. Head
of the house was 51 year old Kendal, Westmorland native John Isaac
Monkhouse, who was Woolen Agent, and Robert was recorded by the
enumerator as being a 14 year old schoolboy. On the completion of his
education, Robert was employed by Woolley, Sanders & Co Ltd. London, which
were wholesale manufacturers of straw, velvet and felt hats, milliners, importers
of silks, celvets, feathers, flowers, lace, ornaments etcetera at 128, 129 & 130
Wood Street, London, E.C. He enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War,’
on Friday 13 August 1915 and was attested to serve as Private, S/12377 in the
Gordon Highlanders. On Wednesday 15 December 1915, Robert was
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the 6th (Service) Battalion, Gordon
Highlanders, in which he then remained until his death. He was posted to France
for service with the British Expeditionary Force on Wednesday 6 December
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1916. At the time of Roberts’ death, his parents resided at "Byeland,” 97, Eltham
Road, Lee, S.E. The following are condensed entries from the 1/6th (Service)
Battalion, Gordon Highlanders for the period covering Sunday 1 April 1917 to
Monday 9 April 1917. Sunday 1 April at Ecoivres, Mont-St. Eloi, Pas de Calais,
France in "X" Hutments. Monday 2 to Saturday 7 at Bois de Maroeuil in tents.
Training and Range Practice, Wire Cutting, Bomb Throwing. Lectures on the
"Attack”. Took over the trenches at Roclincourt on the night of 7/8 April. The
Battalion was 670 strong, and was accommodated in FISH TUNNEL and
ROCLINCOURT. One company remained in huts at Bois de Maroeuil. On the
first day of the ‘Battle of Arras 1917’ which was fought from Monday 9 April to
Friday 16 May 1917, the objective assigned to Roberts’ battalion was the front
line system of trenches, viz;- Firing Line, Support Line, and Reserve Line, known
collectively as the " Black Line.” The 1/6th (Service) Battalion, Gordon
Highlanders assembled for the attack in three double waves, each wave
consisting of five Platoons, while the remaining Platoon, organised as three
Bombing Squads, and a Lewis Gun Squad, was kept in FISH TUNNEL as a
reserve. "D" Company and two platoons of "A" Company formed the right of the
attack, with "B" Company the left. These companies formed the first two double
waves. "C" Company with one platoon of "A" Company formed the third double
wave. The remaining platoon of "A" Company was the reserve in the hands of
the Commanding Officer. At zero hour the advance was promptly commenced, at
which time the artillery barrage lifted, the objectives were assaulted and cleared
up effectively. A good deal of hard fighting took place, but the personnel in the
battalion had been so thoroughly trained that they were prepared for all
eventualities, and speedily got the better of all opposition, though not without
heavy loss. An enemy Minenwerfer (mine launcher) projectile hit an ammunition
dump which exploded, and formed a crater about 30 feet deep, and resulted in
several casualties being suffered by the battalion. Approximately 100 enemy
prisoners were captured, as well as three machine guns in addition too a number
of trench mortars of varying sizes. Roberts’ battalion suffered 16 officer and 260
other ranks casualties on the day that he fell, they being nearly half its fighting
strength. Following Roberts’ death, his Commanding Officer wrote a letter of
condolence to his parents, in which he wrote, “It is with infinite regret | have to
inform you of the death of your son in action. He was such a charming boy, all
ranks feel his loss very keenly, and in the short time we had him with us he had
endeared himself to all with whom he had come in contact. He fell while holding
ground on the top of Vimy Ridge, at the end of a very successful operation. The
whole battalion joins with me in our united sympathy in your great loss, which will
be felt no less keenly by us all.” The Chaplain serving with the 1/6th (Service)
Battalion, Gordon Highlanders, wrote a more comprehensive letter of condolence
to his Roberts’, in which he wrote, “The Colonel will tell you how your brave son
was killed, but | want to add an assurance of our deepest sorrow and sympathy.
Your boy is much regretted and sorely missed. He was extremely popular. So full
of life he was that | find it difficult even now to realize that he has gone. Last
winter he slept for several nights in my room, and | had the opportunity of
knowing him. He was full of life and very happy, but a good quiet boy. He
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seemed at that time to prefer the fireside of our room to the mess, and always, as
soon as dinner was over, he hurried back. The week before the battle he had
been suffering from an attack of German measles, and, had he wished, could
easily have made that as an excuse for staying behind. Officers were needed
however, and when the doctor said he might go, your son stood up and cheered.
Yet he feared that he might not return. He died leading his men to victory, and
even amidst your grief you have every cause for pride. God comfort you and give
you the needed strength to bear your heart-breaking loss.”

MORRIS, REGINALD JAMES. Rifleman, 473275.

12th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (The Rangers).

Died Wednesday 12 September 1917. Aged 19.

Born and resided Lee. Enlisted London.

Son of Henry James and Ellen Mary Morris (née Archer) of 25, Boones Road,
Lee, London.

Buried Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: XXV. P. 2A.
Also on the Christ Church, Lee Great War Memorial Plague, both of which are in
the safe keeping of the Lewisham Museum Collection at 199-201, Lewisham
High Street, London, SE13 6LG.

Formerly Rifleman, 6329, 16th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment
(Queen’s Westminster Rifles), and 7028, 12th (County of London) Battalion,
London Regiment (The Rangers). At the time of the 1911 census, the Morris
family resided at 58, Woodbury Street, Tooting, London, SW. Head of the house
was 41 year old Blackheath, Kent native Henry Morris, who was employed as an
Omnibus Ticket Inspector. Due to the fact that like virtually all of the casualties at
rest at the Etaples Military Cemetery, Reginald died of wounds, and as he was
not an officer, and his army service papers appear to be numbered amongst
those which were destroyed during or resultant of a German air raid in 1940, it
has not been possible to add here how, when or where Reginald was wounded.

PERCH, FRANK. Private, 2212.

2/3rd (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers).

Died Sunday 28 November 1915. Aged 20.

Born and resided Lewisham. Enlisted Edward Street, Hampstead Road.

Son of Eliza Margaret Perch (née Barfield) of 259, Leahurst Road, Lewisham,
London, and the late John Edwin Perch.

Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. Panel 196, and on the Brownhill
Road Central School, Brownhill Road, Catford, London Great War memorial
plague, Frank was also commemorated at the Church of the Good Shepherd,
Handen Road, Lee.

Frank was confirmed at the parish church of St. Stephens, Lewisham on Sunday
6 February 1910, and took his first communion at the parish church of St. Peter’s
Lee, Kent on Sunday 27 March 1910. At the time of the 1911 census, the Perch
family resided at 259, Leahurst Road, Lewisham. Head of the house was 51 year
old Lewisham, Kent native John Edwin Perch, who was a former Professional
Cricketer and was employed as the Groundsman of the Granelle Cricket Club,
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Lee. The 2/3rd (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) in
which Frank was serving in when he died, was formed in London in September
1914. By December 1914 it had moved to Epsom Downs, Surrey and Tonbridge,
Kent and placed under orders of the 2/1st London Brigade, 2/1st London
Division. On Wednesday 23 December 1914 the battalion sailed for Malta where
it arrived on New Years Eve, and relieved the 1/3rd (City of London) Battalion,
London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) on garrison duties. On Friday 27 August 1915
the battalion sailed from Malta to Egypt, where it arrived at the port of Alexandria,
and from there moved to Port Said, later serving in The Sudan. In September
1915 the battalion returned to Alexandria, Egypt but remained in the country for
only a short time, prior to being posted to serve at Gallipoli, Turkey. The battalion
sailed for Lemnos and arrived at Mudros on Saturday 18 September, and landed
at Suvla on Thursday 23 September, and was attached to the 86th Brigade, 29th
Division. The Regimental Magazine notes that the 2/3rd (City of London)
Battalion, London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) was in the line on Wednesday 24
November, at which time its strength was 429 all ranks and that in excess of 400
of its personnel had been killed, wounded or sick due to a variety of illnesses and
diseases since its landing on the Gallipoli Peninsular. The magazine also makes
mention of the initial amusement of the men during a great thunder storm which
occurred on Friday 26 November, when No Mans Land was turned into a lake.
As the massive downpour continued unabated, the men’s earlier amusement
probably turned to concern, frustration and ultimately fear as water continued to
quickly rise and flooded the trenches. By the time that the rain had eventually
subsided, whilst standing on the firestep of the trenches, the soldiers in the
battalion were up to their waists in water. The downpour was subsequently
followed by a blizzard, and the combination of both forms of extremes of weather
resulted in the deaths of approximately 50 men due to drowning or dying of
exposure. Over 300 of the officers and other ranks of the 2/3rd (City of London)
Battalion, London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) were evacuated with frostbite. In
addition to those who were drowned in the trenches, or suffering from the effects
of the extreme cold, over the next few days other personnel of the battalion
succumbed to wounds, illness and disease. It would appear that Frank had been
in the latter form of casualty when he died on Sunday 28 November 1915. At the
time of being evacuated back to Mudros on Sunday 12 December, the ‘battalion’
was comprised of just 6 officers and 50 other ranks. On Sunday 2 January 1916
the survivors of Frank’s battalion were evacuated from Gallipoli and moved to
Egypt, where they joined the 53rd (Welsh) Division. The Church of the Good
Shepherd, Handen Road, Lee, where Frank had been commemorated in April
1921 was consecrated on Monday 12 December 1881, but was largely destroyed
by firebombs in 1941. It was completely rebuilt in 1957, the old foundations and
some portions of the old walls are retained throughout the building except along
the north aisle wall. A number of fittings such as the choir stalls, wall panelling,
pulpit and font come from the demolished former parish church of St. Peter, Lee.
The war memorial in the church in remembrance of the victims of the Great War
consisted of a new altar, choir stalls and pulpit in plain oak and an impressive
Roll of Honour which was caved in oak, with inlays of ebony and mother of pearl.
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PRING, CHARLES FREDERICK. Sergeant, L/34141.

"C" Battery, 119th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

Died Sunday 24 March 1918. Aged 45.

Born Lee, Kent. Enlisted Deptford, Kent. Resided Lee Green, London.

Son of Benjamin Pring and Martha Pring of Lee, London.

Husband of Louisa Pring (née Hobbs) of 12, Meadow Court Road, Lee Green,
London.

Buried Potijze Chateau Grounds Cemetery, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: I. E. 27.

Also commemorated on the St. Mildred’s Church war memorial, St. Mildred's
Road, Lee, London, SE12 ORA.

Charles’ marriage to Louisa Hobbs was recorded in the Lewisham Registration
District during the fourth quarter of 1906, following his marriage to Miss Louisa
Pring (née Hobbs at the parish church of Christ Church, Lee on Christmas Day
1906. At the time of the 1911 census, Charles was recorded by the enumerator
as being the head of the house and employed as an Electrician in all branches,
at 12, Meadow Court Road, Blackheath, where he resided with his 28 year old
wife Louisa who was a native of Kidbrook, Charlton, Kent, who was pregnant with
their son Charles Thomas Pring who was born on Sunday 21 May 1911. Charles
enlisted in the army on Saturday 17 July 1915 ‘For the Duration of the War.’
When he enlisted, Charles stated that he was 42 years and 48 days old, and that
he was employed as a Park Keeper residing with his wife and child at 12,
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Meadow Court Road, Lee, SE. He also stated that he had previously served for
12 years in the Royal Field Artillery. Charles was attested to serve as a Gunner
in the 179th (Deptford) Brigade, Royal Field Artillery which was in the 39th
Division, which he joined at Deptford on Monday 19 July 1915. The artillery
brigades and ammunition column that served the 39th Division were raised
through the efforts of the Mayor and Borough Council of Deptford between May
and August 1915, with the four brigades being numbered 174, 179, 184 and 186.
The 39th Division went to France for service with the British Expeditionary Force
at the beginning of March 1916, and then remained on the Western Front for the
remainder of the Great War. Charles was appointed to the rank of Corporal on
the day of being attested, and was promoted to the rank of Sergeant on
Wednesday 11 August 1915. Following his service with the 179th (Deptford)
Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, Charles was transferred to the 119th Brigade,
Royal Field Artillery on Sunday 14 January 1917, in which he then remained until
he died of wounds on Sunday 24 March 1918. Charles had been posted to
France on Sunday 5 March 1916. The old chateau grounds at the village of
Potijze to the north east of the town of leper (formerly Ypres), are the site of three
Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemeteries containing over 850
Commonwealth burials of the Great War. Potijze Chateau Grounds where
Charles is at rest, Potijze Chateau Lawn, and Potijze Chateau Wood cemeteries
were all formed in the spring of 1915, and were used for the burial of
Commonwealth soldiers until 1918.

PRITCHARD, J. Please see the comments at the commemoration of L.A.H.
Blackmore, as unfortunately the same is applicable with this casualty.

RANDALL , NORMAN HENRY. Rifleman, 315310.

1/5th (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Rifle Brigade).

Died Tuesday 27 August 1918.

Born and resided Lee, Kent. Enlisted Blackheath, Kent.

Son of Henry Randall and Ada Randall (née Burgess).

Commemorated on the Vis-en-Artois, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 10, and on
the Holy Trinity Church, Lee, Great War memorial which is at the parish church of
St. Margaret, Lee Terrace, Lee, London, SE13 5BT.

Formerly Private, 1942, 1/20th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment
(Blackheath and Woolwich). Normans’ birth was recorded in the Lewisham
Registration District during the second quarter of 1905. He was confirmed at the
parish church of St. Stephen’s, Lewisham on Sunday 6 February 1910, and took
his first communion at the parish church of St. Peter’'s, Lee on Sunday 27 March
1910 at which time he lived at 17, Meadowcroft Road, Lee. At the time of the
1911 census, the Randall family resided at 4a, Boones Street, Lee, Kent. Head
of the house was 43 year old Walton on Thames, Surrey native Henry Randall,
who was employed as a Domestic Gardener, and the then 15 year old Norman
was recorded by the enumerator as being employed as a Warehouse Clerk.
Norman was posted to France for service with the British Expeditionary Force on
Tuesday 9 March 1915, whilst serving as a Private in the 1/20th (County of
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London) Battalion, London Regiment (Blackheath and Woolwich). The battalion
was formed on Wednesday 1 April 1908 with Headquarters at Holly Hedge
House, Blackheath, Kent, when the Volunteer battalions became part of the new
Territorial Force. In the majority of cases the new Territorial battalions were
linked to a regiment of the regular army, but the London Regiment was unique in
that it contained no regular battalions. It was the largest infantry regiment in the
army with 26 battalions in peacetime, eventually increasing to 88 battalions over
the course of the Great War. In March 1915 Norman’s battalion had been
stationed in the St. Albans area of Hertfordshire as part of the 5th London
Brigade, 2nd London Division, and travelled by train from Harpenden railway
station to the port of Southampton on Tuesday 9 March 1915, from where it
sailed on four ships, which were the Queen Alexander, Duchess of Argyll, SS
Viper, and Trafford Hall. The following day the four ships docked at the bustling
French port of Harve, for service with the British Expeditionary Force. On arriving
at Harve, the battalion then marched to the No.2 Rest Camp. As Norman’s army
service papers appear to be numbered amongst those which were destroyed
during or resultant of a German air raid in 1940, it has not been possible to add
here the circumstances appertaining to his transfer to the 1/5th (City of London)
Battalion, London Regiment (London Rifle Brigade). Norman might have been
transferred whilst he was still serving on the Western Front, or possibly on his
return there following a wounding or illness which had resulted in him having
been evacuation back to England. The battalion had been in action during The
Second Battle of Ypres, and on Wednesday 19 May 1915 the 1/5th (City of
London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Rifle Brigade) was transferred to
GHQ Troops, forming a composite unit with the 1/12th and 1/13th Battalions of
the London Regiment, whilst they recovered from their significant losses. The
1/5th Battalion subsequently resumed its own identity on Wednesday 11 August
1915 which was following an influx of new personnel, which might have included
Norman. On Monday 25 October 1915 they battalion was transferred to serve in
the 8th Brigade, 3rd Division, and on Thursday 10 February 1916 it was
transferred to serve in the 169th Brigade of the recently reformed 56th (London)
Division, in the Hallencourt area. In 1916 the battalion was in action on the
Somme, which had included taking part in the diversionary attack at the village of
Gommecourt on the opening day of the ‘Battle of the Somme’ on Saturday 1 July
1916. It also took part in The Battle of Ginchy, the Battle of Flers-Courcelette, the
Battle of Morval in which the Division captured the village of Combles, and the
Battle of the Transloy Ridges. In 1917 the battalion was in action again during the
time of the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line, and during the Battles of
Arras in April, then the Battle of Langemarck in August, followed by the Cambrai
Operations in November. In 1918 the battalion was back in action on the Somme,
prior to taking part in the Second Battles of Arras, the Battles of the Hindenburg
Line, and the Final Advance in Picardy. Holy Trinity Church, Glenton Road, Lee
where Norman was commemorated from November 1923 was in use until 1948,
but was demolished in 1960. Thankfully the memorial plaque which
commemorates 21 casualties was removed and re-erected in the parish church
of St. Margaret, Lee Terrace, Lee, London, SE13 5BT.
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RANDALL , REGINALD WIGMORE SANCROFT. Second Lieutenant.

2nd Battalion, Northampton Regiment.

Died Sunday 9 May 1915. Aged 20.

Born Old Charlton, Kent. Resided Lee, Kent.

Son of Eveline Mathilde Randall (née Marzetti) of Deben Gate, Woodbridge,
Suffolk, and of the late William Sancroft Randall, A.M.1.C.E.

Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut,
Belgium. Panel 7, and on the Dulwich College war memorial as shown above,
also on his fathers’ grave in the churchyard of St. Bartholomew, Orford, Suffolk.
Formerly Rifleman, 1631, 28th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment
(Artists Rifles). Reginald was born at Old Charlton, Kent on Tuesday 15 October
1894. He was educated at Dulwich College. At the time of the 1901 census, the
Randall family resided at 23, Wellington Road, Charlton, Kent. Head of the house
was 41 year old Abbey Wood, Kent native Eveline Randall who was a widow of
Independent Means. When the 1911 census was conducted, the Randall family
resided at 1, Allison Towers, Dulwich Common, London, and Reginald’s mother
was still the head of the house. Reginald was serving as a Rifleman in the 28th
(County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Artists Rifles) when he was
posted to France for service with the British Expeditionary Force on Monday 26
October 1914. He was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the 2nd
Battalion, Northampton Regiment on Saturday 20 March 1915, as was published
in The London Gazette dated Friday 26 March 1915. Having spent April 1915 at
Bac St. Maur, near Croix-Marréchal, Fleurbaix, Bois-Grenier and Rue du
Quesne, Reginald’s battalion moved back to Rue du Bois on Monday 3 May
where it had been at the end of March, and the following day went to Sailly-sur-
la-Lys. The battalion moved forward to an orchard which was equidistant of
Petillion and Bouges Bancs. At 05.50 hours the battalion commenced its attack
on an enemy position, with “A” and “D” Companies which were leading,
immediately coming under a heavy enfilade fire. The regimental history records
that “men fell in dozens, but in spite of heavy losses the survivors gallantly
pressed forward.” Supporting companies moved up into the orchard, but were
unable to get forward. Before it withdrew to trenches south of Rue de Bout, the
day after Reginald fell, it have suffered 426 casualties which had included the
deaths or mortal woundings of 7 officers, and on Sunday 9 May the loss of about
180 other ranks. The action which Reginald his life was ‘The Battle of Aubers
Ridge,” which had also resulted in the death of Albert Gilbey, who is also
commemorated on the St. Peter's Lee war memorial. At the time of submitting an
application to be furnished with Reginald’s medals in June 1919, his mother was
residing at 3, Weigall Road, Lee, London, SE. Born at Orford, Suffolk on Monday
3 March 1851, Reginald’s father William Sancroft Randall, had been appointed to
be the Chief Draftsman at the Beckton plant of the Gas Light & Coke Company in
1877. In 1885 William was appointed the Assistant Chief Engineer of the Gas
Light & Coke Company, a post which he still held at the time of his death at his
home 23, Wellington Road, Charlton, Kent on Sunday 7 October 1900.
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RELF, W. R. No trace of this casualty as commemorated on the St. Peter’s, Lee
war memorial. Arguably the closest match is the following local soldier:-

RELF, RICHARD. M.M. Lance Corporal, S/32221.

“A” Company, 1st Battalion, Rifle Brigade.

Died 30 May 1918.

Born Burwash, Sussex. Enlisted Lewisham, Kent. Resided Eltham, Kent.

Son of William Relf and Hannah Relf (née Crough).

Buried Pernes British Cemetery, Pernes-en-Artois, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: II. D. 39.

When the 1891 census was conducted, the Relf family lived at Chapel Cottages,
Burwash, Sussex, and as Richard was only 3 months old on the night of the
census, it would seem likely that the census address was also his actual place of
birth. At the time of the 1911 census the Relf family resided at 2, Old Cottages,
Mottingham Lane, Eltham, Kent. Head of the house was 53 year old Burwash,
Sussex native William Relf, who was employed as a Farm Labourer, and the
then 20 year old Richard was recorded by the enumerator as being employed as
a Horseman on a farm. Richard was posted to France for service with the British
Expeditionary Force whilst he was serving as a Rifleman in the Rifle Brigade, as
he also was when winning the Military Medal on Good Friday 1918. On the night
of 28/29 March 1918, a withdrawal was ordered by the 11th Brigade, 4th Division
to which the 1st Battalion, Rifle Brigade belonged. In order to comply with the
order, and in order to conform with the positions of the troops on both flanks of
the battalion, resulted in the battalion holding a front line which extended for
approximately 2,000 yards, extending northwards and running through Fampoux
along the river Scarpe. The move by Richard’s battalion was completed by 03.00
hours on Friday 29, but three hours later a party of enemy soldiers penetrated
the battalion line, at the junction of “A” and “B” Companies where the Germans
commenced bombing along the trench, and made progress to such an extent
that they were able to get a machine gun in place. To add to the problems which
the battalion encountered during the enemy attack, the telephone was
disconnected which resulted in difficulties of communication between officers. As
the enemy continued to gain the upper hand and brought forward more machine
guns, it became clear that despite the communication problems a counter attack
was called for. Two of the German machine guns were captured by Acting
Corporal (later Sergeant) William Bridgewater, and Richard. They fearlessly
attacked the enemy with bombs, and when their supply ran out they went back
for more, returned, and through their heroic actions drove the enemy out. Both
were awarded the Military Medal for their heroism, as was published in The
London Gazette on Wednesday 12 June 1918. The tranquil cemetery where
Richard is at rest, was not begun until April 1918 when the 1st and 4th Canadian
Casualty Clearing Stations came to the small town of Pernes-en-Artois, driven
back by the German advance. In May, the 6th and 22nd Casualty Clearing
Stations arrived, and in August, they were joined by the 13th Casualty Clearing
Station. Almost all the burials were made by these units, but a few of the graves
were brought into the cemetery after the Armistice. Graves 2 to 13 in Plot VI,
Row C, were brought from the small British Cemeteries of Anvin and Wavrans.
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WEBBER, ARTHUR MORTIS. Rifleman, 301790.

"C" Company, 1/5th (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Rifle
Brigade).

Died Saturday 1 July 1916. Aged 20.

Born Plumstead, Kent. Enlisted London. Resided Lee, Lewisham, Kent.

Son of Amy Elizabeth Webber (née Mortis) of "Riverston,” 69, Eltham Road, Lee,
London, and the late Leonard Fred Webber.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 9 D.
Formerly Rifleman, 2721, 1/5th (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment
(London Rifle Brigade). Arthur was born at Plumstead, Kent on Monday 25
August 1895, and baptized at the parish church of St. Mary Magdalene,
Woolwich, Kent on Friday 4 October 1895. At the time of Arthurs’ baptism, his
family lived at 15, Wrottesley Road, Plumstead, and his father was a Jeweller.
When the 1901 census was conducted, Arthur, his parents and both of his sisters
were living at 132, High Street, Eltham, Kent. Head of the house was Arthurs’ 72
year old grandfather, Woolwich, Kent native William John Mortis, who was a Gold
and Silversmith and an employer. At the time of the 1911 census, the Webber
family resided at 69, Eltham Road, Lee, London. Head of the house was 53 year
old Woolwich, Kent native Leonard Fred Webber, who was a Jeweller &
Silversmith and an employer. The London Rifle Brigade in which Arthur served
was affiliated to the Rifle Brigade, with its Head Quarters at 130, Bunhill Road,
London, EC.. In August 1914 as part of their Territorial Force obligations the
battalion personnel were on their annual camp at Crowborough, Sussex. The
battalion crossed to France in November 1914 for service with the British
Expeditionary Force, joining the 11th Brigade, 4th Division, serving with them in
the trenches at Ploegsteert, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, Belgium. Men from the
battalion took part in the Christmas Truce in December 1914. They took part in
the Second Ypres and in April-May 1915, the battalion lost 16 officers and 392
men. Lance Sergeant (later Captain) Douglas Walter Belcher (1889 — 1953) was
awarded the Victoria Cross for the valour he displayed on Tuesday 13 May 1915,
south of the Wieltje-St. Julien Road, Belgium. Due to the losses the battalion had
suffered it formed a composite battalion with other London units until August
1915 when they became part of the 3rd Division, serving as such until the
formation of the 56th (London) Division in March 1916 when it joined the 169th
Brigade. Arthur's battalion paid a heavy price during the abortive attack on
Gommecourt on the first day of the ‘Battle of the Somme’ on Saturday 1 July
1916. Initially the advance made by the 56th (London) Division went quite well,
with the first two German lines taken, but there was significantly more resistance
from the enemy third line, which is where most of the 588 casualties suffered by
Arthur’s battalion occurred, which had included the deaths of approximately 260
other ranks. In his report of the day, Lieutenant-Colonel Arthur Sydney Bates,
D.S.O., who commanded the battalion for 17 months, drew attention to the fact
that when it had assembled for the action at Gommecourt, the battalion
numbered 23 officers and 803 other ranks, and that at 17.00 hours he could only
count 89 of his men that had not become casualties. The 56th (London) Division
eventually withdrew in the evening, having made no gains but many casualties.
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WINGFIELD, JAMES FREDERICK. Rifleman, 301552.

1/5th (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Rifle Brigade).

Died Saturday 1 July 1916. Aged 30.

Born Hackney, London. Enlisted Enlisted London. Resided Lee, Lewisham, Kent.
Son of James Peter Wingfield and Elizabeth Alice Wingfield (née Banks).
Husband of Ada Gertrude Wingfield (née Glanville) of 32, Burnt Ash Road, Lee,
Lewisham, London.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 9 D.
Formerly Rifleman, 2405, 1/5th (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment
(London Rifle Brigade). At the time of the 1911 census, the Wingfield family
resided at 9, Effingham Road, Lee. Head of the house was 51 year old Bethnal
Green, London native James Peter Wingfield, who was a Company Secretary,
and the then 24 year old James (junior) was employed as an Accounts Clerk).
The marriage of James (junior) to Lewisham, Kent native Miss Ada Gertrude
Glanville was recorded in the Epsom, Surrey, Registration District during the
fourth quarter of 1915. Having fallen at Gommecourt on the first day of the ‘Battle
of the Somme’, the brief comments about James’ battalion on Saturday 1 July
1916 can be found at the commemoration of Arthur Webber above. 32, Burnt
Ash Road, Lee, Lewisham, London where James’ widow resided, was the home
of her parents William Henry Glanville and Ada Alexandrer Glanville.

WOOD, ALBERT FREDERICK. Private, 19932.

13th (Service) Battalion, East Surrey Regiment (Bermondsey).

Died Tuesday 25 March 1919.

Born Deptford, Kent. Enlisted Lewisham, Kent. Resided Lee, Kent.

Son of William Alfred Wood and the late Hannah Wood

Buried Lewisham (Hither Green) Cemetery, London. Grave Ref: B. 100.

Also commemorated on the Northbrook Church of England School, Hedgley
Street, Lee, London, SE12, Great War memorial plaque.

Albert’s birth was recorded in the Greenwich Registration District during the third
quarter of 1887, although his baptismal record entry records his date of birth as
being 10 May 1887, which was a Tuesday. Albert was amongst the seven
members of the Wood family, which had including his mother who were baptized
at the parish church of St. Peter’s, Lee on Thursday 29 August 1895, at which
time the Wood family resided at 12, Leyland Road, Lee, London, SE. The family
was also living at the same address when the 1911 census was conducted. Head
of the house was 68 year old widower, Witham, Essex native William Alfred
Wood who was a retired Licensed Victualler, and the then 23 year old Albert was
recorded by the enumerator as being employed as a Surveyors Clerk. Albert has
a Medal Index Card which shows him as having been a Private in the East
Surrey Regiment with the regimental number as shown above, unfortunately no
other details were entered on it e.g. theatre of war he had first served in, his
cause of death or battalion served in etcetera. Albert’s death was recorded in the
Kingston, Surrey, Registration District during the first quarter of 1919.
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The Second World War

1939 -1945

POOLEY, JACK PETER. Signalman, 2347286.

Ninth Army Signals, Royal Corps of Signals.

Died Wednesday 18 August 1943. Aged 28.

Born West London. Resided South East London.

John Peter Pooley and Gertrude Ann Pooley (née Aldrich) of Courtlands Avenue,
London, SE12.

Buried Tripoli (Victoria) Naval Cemetery, Ash Shamal, Lebanese Republic.

Grave Ref: 3. A. 4.

Before the Second World War, Jack, his parents and brother Maurice were
recorded on Electoral Rolls as residing at Fairby Cottage, Courtlands Avenue,
London, SE12, which of course might be the same location as shown on the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission commemorations for Jack and
Maurice, as shown above and below.

POOLEY, MAURICE FRED, Gunner, 907161.

118th Field Regiment, Royal Artillery.

Died 27 July 1943. Aged 25.

Born Kent. Resided South East London.

John Peter Pooley and Gertrude Ann Pooley (née Aldrich) of Courtlands Avenue,
London, SE12.

Buried Kanchanaburi War Cemetery, Thailand. Grave Ref: 8. H. 30.

Pre war Territorial Army member of the Royal Artillery. Maurice’s birth was
recorded in the Sevenoaks, Kent, Registration District during the second quarter
of 1918. We are given to understand that Maurice was commemorated on the
Plumstead Common War Memorial which was erected in 1923, and is inscribed
“To the glorious memory of our fallen comrades of the 8th London Howitzer
Brigade R.F.A. T.F. who gave their lives in the Great War of 1914 to 1918.” Post
the Second World War the memorial also commemorated the personnel of 65th
and 118th Field Regiments Royal Artillery who lost their lives. The metal plate
with the names of those who died has been stolen, but fortunately a separate
record is still kept. The 118th Field Regiment in which Maurice served, was
formed in 1939 as the second line regiment to 65th (8th London) Field Regiment
(T.A.) to accommodate the large number of men from the South London area
who wished to enlist. On the outbreak of war the 118th went to Woolwich to
release the regular garrison, where it remained until 1941 when it was sent with
the 18th Infantry Division to India. After arriving in India news reached them of
the loss of H.M.S. Repulse and H.M.S. Prince of Wales, which were defending
Singapore. As events were developing in Singapore in December 1941, the
decision was made to send reinforcements to Singapore, and the 118th Field
Regiment was one of the formations which were sent there. In January 1942
albeit to late, the 118th Field Regiment joined 18th (East Anglian) Division, to
reinforce the Singapore Garrison by about 20,000 at the 18th Division Head
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Quarters, making the total strength of approximately 85,000. Maurice and his
comrades arrived amidst the chaos of air raids on 29 January 1942. They were
just in time to take part in the final week’s battle for Singapore (7—-15 February
1942), but they were poorly prepared or equipped, so there very little they could
do. The majority of those lost serving in the 118th Field Regiment, Royal Artillery
died in Japanese prisoner of war camps. The Regiment is recorded as lost in
February 1942, and was disbanded in 1947.
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