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The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

 
ASHDOWN, ALFRED JAMES. Private, T/240581.  
5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 9 March 1917.  
Enlisted Ashford, Kent. Resided Smallhythe, Tenterden, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Basra Memorial, Iraq. Panel 6.  
Alfred was one of seven members of his battalion that are recorded in/on SDGW 
as having died on 9 March 1917, five of whom are shown as having been killed in 
action, one being Alfred. On the night of 7/8 March 1917, the 5th (Territorial 
Force) Battalion along with the rest of the 35th Indian Brigade had marched to 
the village of Bawi on the river Tigris, which was reached on the morning of 8 
March. Crossing the river proved to be very difficult for the river boats and barged 
used, due mainly to the fact that a suitable landing place was a mile or so 
downstream, but the worst problem as the unsuitability of the barges that were 
difficult to load, the difficulties resulted in some of the required equipment being 
left behind, including the first line transport. The force which made the crossing 
was under the command of Lieutenant-General William Raine Marshall, and was 
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ferried across the Tigris, in order to enfilade the Turkish position with its guns 
from the right bank of the river. On 8 March a bridge was constructed across the 
Tigris, half a mile below Bawi, and the cavalry, followed by a portion of the force 
commanded by Lieutenant-General Alexander Stanhope Cobbe V.C., K.C.B., 
D.S.O., crossed to the right bank in order to drive the enemy from positions 
which British aircraft reported that the Turks had occupied about Shawa Khan, 
and northwest of there, covering Baghdad from the south and southwest. During 
the night of the 8/9 March after an intense bombardment of the opposite bank, an 
attempt was made to ferry troops across the river Diala from four separate 
points.  The main enterprise achieved a qualified success, the most northern 
ferry being able to work for nearly an hour before it was stopped by very deadly 
rifle and machine-gun fire, and a  small post was established on the right bank of 
the river. The advance of the British and Empire troops was much impeded by 
numerous nalas and water cuts, which had to be ramped to render them 
passable.  During the morning of the day that Alfred was killed, Shawa Khan was 
occupied without much opposition, and aircraft reported another position one and 
a half miles to the northwest, and some six miles south of Baghdad, as strongly 
held. The 1918 Absent Voters List shows four other soldiers with their home 
address recorded as being Alfred’s former home at Ashenden Cottages, 
Smallhythe, Tenterden, Kent. Probably all four of the following were brothers of 
Alfred, they being:- 
Frederick George ASHDOWN. Private, 202186, 13th (Service) Battalion, 
Middlesex Regiment. Shown on the Smallhythe roll of honour as having been 
wounded. 
Horace Edward ASHDOWN. Private, 240775, 4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, 
The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Shown on the Smallhythe roll of honour as 
having been wounded. 
John Albert ASHDOWN. Private, 22289, Army Veterinary Corps.  
William Ernest ASHDOWN. Driver, T/4232195, Army Service Corps.  
 
AUSTEN, PERCY ALFRED. Corporal, G/3091. 
8th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment).  
Died 19 April 1917. Aged 19. 
Born Smallhythe, Tenterden, Kent. Resided Tenterden, Kent. 
Son of Fred and Mary Austen (née Judge) of “Cricket Field House”, Broad, 
Tenterden, Kent.  
Buried Maroc British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: I.Q.33. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Austen family resided at Kings Gate Lane, 
Wittersham, Kent. Head of the house was 43 year old Tenterden, Kent native 
Fred Austen, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. Percy was one of 
seven brothers who were at home on the night of the census, six of whom are 
recorded on the roll of honour in Smallhythe church. Including amongst the 
Austen brothers was Charles; who is shown as having been wounded, and Harry 
who is shown as having been a prisoner of war.  
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BRUNGER, FREDRICK JOHN. Private, 31711. 
3rd Battalion, Grenadier Guards. 
Died 4 November 1918. Aged 19. 
Born Smallhythe, Tenterden, Kent. Enlisted Watford, Hertfordshire. 
Son of John and Emma Brunger (née Ladd) of Ashenden Cottages, Smallhythe, 
Tenterden, Kent. 
Buried Frasnoy Communal Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: A. 22. 
Formerly Private, TR/10/88782, East Surrey Regiment. At the time of the 1901 
census, the Brunger family resided at Cole, Smallhythe, Tenterden, Kent. Head 
of the house was 40 year old Rolvenden, Kent native John Brunger, who was 
employed as a Shepherd. Amongst the other Brunger children recorded by the 
census enumerator, were Alfred and Albert Brunger, both of whom are also 
recorded on the Smallhythe roll of honour, which shows Albert as having been 
wounded. Frasnoy was in German hands for much of the Great War. The village 
was eventually captured by the 62nd (West Riding) Division on 4 November 
1918. Frasnoy Communal Cemetery where Frederick is at rest contains 39 
Commonwealth burials of the Great War, three of which are unidentified. All date 
from 4 November 1918, of which 10 were members of the Grenadier Guards.  
 
The following casualty is recorded on the Smallhythe civic war memorial by his 
birth name, which was WILLIAM MASTERS. He later changed his name as 
shown below, which is how he is commemorated by the CWGC etcetera:- 
KESBY, WILLIAM. Lance Corporal, L/7595. 
1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 18 June 1915. 
Born and resided Tenterden, Kent. Enlisted Lydd, Kent. 
Son of Zion and Jenneta Harriet B. Masters (née Kesby) of Spotts Farm, 
Smallhythe, Tenterden, Kent. 
Husband of Alice Maud Kesby (née Price) of Dennington House, Dennington 
Park Road, West Hampstead, London NW6. 
Buried Potijze Chateau Wood Cemetery, Sint Jan, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Grave Ref: B. 2. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Masters family resided at Spotts Farm, 
Smallhythe, Tenterden, Kent. Head of the house was 37 year old Smallhythe 
native Zion Masters, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. The then 13 
year old William was recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as 
an Office Boy. William enlisted in the army on 10 August 1903, aged 18 years 
and 1 month, for a term of 3 years with the colours and 9 years in the reserve. At 
the time of his enlistment, William stated that he was employed as a Labourer, 
and that he was a serving member of the 2nd (Volunteer) Battalion, The Buffs 
(East Kent Regiment). When asked which regiment he preferred to serve in as a 
Regular Soldier, he replied The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). On 7 April 1904, 
approval was granted for William’s service to be extended for an additional 8 
years. On 16 June 1905 he was appointed an (unpaid) Lance Corporal, and on 
23 August he was appointed an (paid) Lance Corporal. With William’s consent, 
on 28 January 1911 he was transferred to the army reserve, prior to being 
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transferred to the reserve, in addition to serving in the United Kingdom, William 
had also served in South Africa and Hong Kong. During his time in the army, 
William had clearly been a very efficient and versatile soldier, having passed the 
Army 2nd and 3rd Class Certificates of Education, Passed Group 1, and qualified 
as a Marksman, Signaller, Scout, and as a Stretcher Bearer. For eleven months 
he had been employed as a Clerk in the 2nd Battalion of the regiment, and as an 
Assistant School Teacher for two years prior to his discharge. On 14 March 
1914, notification was received that (Army Reservist) William had been permitted 
to change his surname from Masters to Kesby (his mothers maiden name), and 
his army records were duly amended to that effect, and that a new identity would 
be effective from that date, at which time William and his wife resided at 80, 
Byron Road, Margate, Isle of Thanet, Kent. At the commencement of the Great 
War, William was recalled for service in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), and 
was posted to France on 7 September 1914. He was reported as having been 
killed in action on Friday 18 June 1915. After the Great War, William’s widow and 
child later resided at 16, Gas Street, Oldham, Lancashire. 
 
MORRIS, ALBERT EDWARD. Private, 31996. 
10th Entrenching Battalion, South Lancashire Regiment. 
Died 30 April 1918. Aged 41. 
Born Higham, Kent. Enlisted Tenterden, Kent. 
Son of John and Emily Morris of 217, Shortlands Road, Sittingbourne, Kent. 
Husband of Katherine Morris of Ashenden, Smallhythe, Tenterden, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Panel 92 to 93 and 162A. 
Formerly served in the 8th (Service) Battalion, South Lancashire Regiment.  
 
SHARP, ERNEST A. Private, G/41278. 
18th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. 
Died 13 April 1918. Aged 22. 
Son of Charles and Fanny Sharp  (née Chapman) of Ashenden, Smallhythe, 
Tenterden, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Berks Cemetery Extension, 
Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, Belgium. Panel 8.  
At the time of the 1901 census, the Sharp family resided at Bunyan Hall, 
Smallhythe, Tenterden, Kent. Head of the house was 50 year old Bethersden, 
Ashford, Kent native Charles Sharp, who was employed as a Farm Waggoner. 
Ernest’s older brother, Benenden, Kent native Harry Sharp is also named on the 
roll of honour in the parish church of St. John the Baptist, Smallhythe, which has 
the W symbol signifying that he had been wounded during the Great War. 
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The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

Lost Men 
 

 
BISHOP, GEORGE. Sergeant, L/7812.  
1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died Tuesday 2 October 1917. Aged 32. 
Born and enlisted Tenterden, Kent. Resided Rolvenden, Kent. 
Husband of Mabel Kate Moore (Formerly Bishop) of 5, Poplar Cottages, 
Rolvenden, Kent.  
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Buried Loos British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: XX.A.27.  
Commemorated on the Tenterden, Kent civic war memorial, and on the 
Rolvenden, Kent civic war memorial, also on the roll of honour in the parish 
church of St. John the Baptist, Smallhythe. 
 
BURGESS, JOHN ERNEST. Private, T/1939. 
Kent Composite Battalion.  
Died 21 August 1915. Aged 20.  
Born Goudhurst, Kent. Enlisted Ashford, Kent. Resided Tenterden, Kent.   
Son of Mrs. Sarah Venus (formerly Burgess) of The Pavement, St Michael’s, 
Tenterden, Kent, and of the late George Burgess. 
Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. Panel 31. 
Formerly “D” Company, 2/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment). At the time of the 1901 census, the Burges family resided at Deanery 
House, Goudhurst, Cranbrook, Kent. Head of the house was 49 year old 
Ticehurst, Sussex native George Burgess, who was employed as a Farm 
Waggoner. John was a brother of the next casualty briefly commemorated, both 
of whom are commemorated on the roll of honour in the parish church of St. John 
the Baptist, Smallhythe. 
 
BURGESS, HORACE RICHARD. Lance Corporal, 9570. 
3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry. 
Died 19 August 1917. Aged 24. 
Born Goudhurst, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Tenterden, Kent.  
Son of Mrs. Sarah Venus (formerly Burgess) of The Pavement, St Michael’s, 
Tenterden, Kent, and of the late George Burgess. 
Husband of Nellie Burgess of Rowborough, Brading, Isle of Wight. 
Buried St. Marys Churchyard, Brading, Isle of Wight. 
 
CHACKSFIELD , WALTER SAMUEL. Private, G/2827. 
8th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment).  
Died 25 September 1915 
Born Smallhythe, Kent. Enlisted Ashford, Kent. Resided Headcorn, Kent. 
Son of Walter Egerton Chacksfield and Mary Chacksfield (née Cassingham). 
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 13. 
Walter is not commemorated on the Smallhythe civic war memorial, or on the roll 
of honour in the parish church of St. John the Baptist, Smallhythe. Formerly 
Private, G/2049, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Walter was posted to France 
on 31 August 1915. At the time of the 1901 census, the Chacksfield family 
resided at Morghew Farm, Smallhythe Road, Tenterden, Kent. Head of the 
house was 37 year old Tenterden native Walter Egerton Chacksfield, who was 
employed as the Farm Bailiff. 
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