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The Great War

1914 -1919

ATKINS, WALTER GEORGE. Bombadier, 57486.

365th Battery, 3rd Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

Died 19 August 1918. Aged 27.

Born Northbourne, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Sarah Ann Norris (formerly Atkins) (née Mockett) of Doves Corner,
Tilmanstone, Eastry, Kent, and of the late George Atkins.

Buried Mikra British Cemetery, Kalamaria, Greece. Grave Ref: 1633.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Atkins family resided at Doves Corner,
Tilmanstone, Eastry, Kent. Head of the house was 37 year old Tilmanstone
native Sarah Ann Atkins, who was an Own Account Laundress. Sarah’s late
husband died in 1899. After his service within the United Kingdom, Walter was
posted to France on 17 January 1915 when he was a Gunner. He died of
Malaria.

DIXON, ARTHUR WILLIAM EDWIN. Private, T/205297.

8th (Service) Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment).

Died 3 August 1917. Aged 33.

Born and resided Tilmanstone, Kent. Enlisted Dover, Kent.

Son of William and Maria Dixon (née Hambrook).

Husband of Annie Rose Pierce (formerly Dixon), (née Elwell) of Fir Cottage,
Tilmanstone, Eastry, Kent.

Buried Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: XVII. E. 11.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Dixon family resided at Doves Corner,
Tilmanstone, Eastry, Kent. Head of the house was 55 year old Eastry, Kent
native William Dixon, who was a Market Gardener and an employer of staff. The
then 15 year old Arthur was recorded by the census enumerator as being
employed as a Gardener, which might be indicative of him having been
employed by his father, and although purely speculation by the transcriber of
these brief commemorations, Arthur had probably still been employed as a
Gardener prior to him enlisting for military service in the army.



HUSK, ALBERT FREDERICK. Able Seaman, J/26742.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Cochrane.

Died 23 May 1920. Aged 22.

Born Nonnington, Kent 8 December 1897.

Son of Henry Frederick Husk and Dinah Husk (née Fallowfield).

Buried St. Andrews Churchyard, Tilmanstone, Kent.

Commemorated on Special Memorial as shown above.

Prior to 11 February 2008, Albert was not officially commemorated by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission as being a casualty of the Great War.
As the result of his non-commemoration, Albert did not have a headstone at St.
Andrews Churchyard, Tilmanstone, where he is at rest, or in his case a Special
Memorial. For additional details of Albert’s service in the Royal Navy, please also
see his entry on Batch 2 of ‘Kent's Forgotten Men’ on this website, which
displays his service papers. Albert died of Pulmonary Laryngeal Tuberculosis at
the Bridge Union Workhouse Infirmary, 10 Union Road, Bridge, Canterbury,
Kent, and he was buried St. Andrews Churchyard, Tilmanstone on 26 May 1920.



MARSH, HARRY GEORGE. Private, G/8281.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 17 September 1917. Aged 22.

Born St. Radigans Abbey, Poulton, Dover, Kent. Enlisted Dover, Kent. Resided
Tilmanstone, Eastry, Kent.

Son of William and Ann Elizabeth Marsh (née Wellard) of New Purchase Farm,
Tilmanstone, Eastry, Kent.

Buried Duisans British Cemetery, Etrun, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: VI. A. 26.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Marsh family resided at Abbey Cottages, St.
Radigunds, Poulton, Dover, Kent. Head of the house was St. Margarets-at-Cliffe,
Dover, Kent native William Marsh, who was employed as a Farm Waggoner.
When Harry enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War,” on 10 September
1915, he stated that he was 19 years and 1 month old, employed as a
Waggoner's Mate, and that he resided at New Purchase Farm, Tilmanstone,
Kent. He named his father of the same address as his next of kin. On the same
day that he enlisted and was attested to serve in The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment), Harry joined the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, of the regiment at The
Citadel, Western Heights, Dover, Kent. On 9 March 1916, Harry was transferred
to the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), and was posted to
France. On 20 January 1917, Harry received a minor wound and after being
treated for it, he rejoined his battalion later the same day. Harry received a
gunshot wound to his left hand on 9 April 1917, for which he initially received
local first aid, which was followed by treatment at the 6 Casualty Clearing Station.
Following his treatment at the 6 C.C.S., via the 38 Infantry Base Depot at
Etaples, Pas de Calais, Harry was sent to a Convalescent Camp, from where he
rejoined his battalion in the field on 28 April 1917. On 3 August 1917 Harry was
granted 10 days leave to the United Kingdom, during the course of which it would
have been the last time that his family and the residents of Tilmanstone would
have seen him. On 7 September 1917 Harry received a far more serious wound
than those which he had suffered previously, when he received a gunshot wound
to his neck. Doubtless he was initially treated by the battalion medical staff, prior
to receiving treatment at the 19 Casualty Clearing Station where he died of his
wounds on Monday 17 September 1917.

MARTIN, JAMES CHARLES. Stoker 1st Class, SS/104258.

Royal Navy, (RFR/CH/B/8314). H.M.S. Derwent.

Died 2 May 1917. Aged 28.

Born Chilham, Kent 29 November 1888.

Son of Robert Walter Martin and Winifred Martin (née Allard) of Rainham, Kent.
Husband of Winifred Lizzie Martin (née Rogers) of Doves Corner, Tilmanstone,
Eastry, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 24, as shown above,
and on the Rainham, Kent civic war memorial.



NEVES, CHARLES HENRY. Private, G/8280.

"C" Company, 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 7 October 1917. Aged 197

Born and resided Tilmanstone, Eastry, Kent. Enlisted Dover, Kent.

Son of Frederick and Louisa Neves of School Road, Tilmanstone, Eastry, Kent.
Commemorated on the Chatham Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

Pier and Face 5 D.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Neves family resided at Upper Street,
Tilmanstone, Eastry, Kent. Head of the house was 28 year old Tilmanstone
native Frederick Neves, who was employed as a Domestic Gardener. When
Charles enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War,” on 10 September 1915
he stated that he was 19 years and 9 months old, employed as a Gardener, and
that he resided with parents at Upper Street, Tilmanstone, Kent. After reporting to
The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) Regimental Depot at Canterbury, Kent on the
day of his enlistment, Charles was posted to the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, The
Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at The Citadel, Western Heights, Dover, Kent, on 15
September 1915 to commence his basic army training. On 9 March 1916,
Charles was posted to France in the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment), in which he remained until his death. Initially, Charles was posted as
‘Missing,” but on 10 August 1917 the Army Council agreed that for official
purposes, it decided Charles had died on or since 7 October 1917.

RAMSAY , JOHN MARMADUKE. Captain.

2nd Battalion, Rifle Brigade, attached to the 10th (Service) Battalion, Rifle
Brigade.

Died 13 April 1917. Aged 19.

Born Harrow, Queensland, Australia 5 September 1897.

Eldest son of Marmaduke Francis Ramsey J.P. and Alice Katherine Angélique
Ramsay (née Waterfield) of Lee Priory, Littlebourne, Canterbury, Kent.

Buried Bray Military Cemetery, Bray-sur-Somme, France. Grave Ref: Il. G. 52.
Prior to John’s father purchasing Lee Priory, Littlebourne, Canterbury, Kent, in
1919, from 1908 to 1919 the Ramsay family had resided at Dane Court,
Tilmanstone, which was owned by Henry Edward Harcourt Rice J.P.

SANDY, JESSE EDMUND. Able Seaman, J/20802.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Pembroke.

Died 5 October 1917.

Born Thornton Hill, Knowlton, Kent 9 February 1895.

Son of Jesse Edmund Sandy and Emily Jane Sandy (née Friend).

Buried Woodlands Cemetery, Gillingham Kent. Grave Ref: Naval. 10. 525.

Jesse died resultant of a German air raid that was carried out on the night of
Monday 3 September 1917. H.M.S. Pembroke, the Chatham Naval Barracks
where Jesse was serving, was bombed by five German Gotha G-IV bombers. A
single 110 pound bomb fell on the glass-roofed Drill Shed which was in use as
temporary accommodation. A total of 135 naval ratings lost there lives, and 90
were wounded, the glass from the roof being the cause of many casualties.



The Great War

1914 -1919
Lost Men

JEANS, GEORGE EDWARD FRANCIS. Private, 268201.

1st/7th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment.

Died 2 March 1917. Aged 25.

Born Stoke Lyne, Bicester, Oxfordshire. Enlisted Birmingham, Warwickshire.
Resided Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire.

Son of Frank and Annie Elizabeth Jeans.

Husband of Priscilla May Jeans (née Jewkes) of Dane Court, Tilmanstone,
Eastry, Kent.

Buried Assevillers New British Cemetery, Somme, France. Grave Ref: II. F. 1.
Formerly Private, 3336, Warwickshire Yeomanry. When George enlisted in the
Territorial Force for 4 years on 28 October 1915, he stated that he was 24 years
old, employed as a Groom, and that his place of residence was Sutton Coldfield
Grange, Birmingham Road, Sutton, Warwickshire. It was on the day of his
enlistment that George signed a copy of Army Form E.624, agreeing to serve
outside the United Kingdom whilst a member of the Territorial Force. On 23 April
1916, George was transferred to the 1st/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Royal
Warwickshire Regiment. On Christmas Eve 1916, George sailed from
Southampton and arrived at the French port of Harve on Christmas day. On 12
January 1917 he was posted to the 1st/7th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Royal
Warwickshire Regiment. At the time of George’s death, his wife had probably
resided at 11, Sutton Road, Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire; she later resided at
The Manor, Manor Road, Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire. Prior to moving to
Tilmanstone, George’s widow had resided at the “Homestead,” Shepherdswell,
Dover, Kent.

MAHER, PATRICK. Private, 12568.

"B" Company, 9th (Service) Battalion, York and Lancaster Regiment.

Died 2 July 1916. Aged 28.

Born Droylesden, Ashton-Under-Lyme, Lancashire. Enlisted Pontefract,
Yorkshire. Resided Cudworth, Barnsley, Yorkshire.

Husband of Ethel Brooks (formerly Maher), (née Swinton) of Dover Road,
Tilmanstone, Eastry, Kent.

Buried Puchevillers British Cemetery, Somme, France. Grave Ref: I. A. 17.
Patrick married Miss Ethel Swinton, at the parish church of St. Michael and All
Angels, Ashton-Under-Lyme, Lancashire on 5 December 1908. When Patrick
enlisted in the army on 2 September 1914. he stated that he was 27 years and 5
months old, employed as a Miner, and that he resided at 72, Main Road,
Cudworth, Barnsley, Yorkshire, he also stated that he had previously served in
the Manchester Regiment. He was posted to France on 26 August 1915. Patrick
died of wounds having received a serious gunshot wound to his abdomen.



REYNOLDS, GEORGE WILLIAM. Gunner, 164114.

336th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Atrtillery.

Died 1918. Aged 38.

Born Tilmanstone, Dover, Kent. Enlisted Guildford, Surrey. Resided Shere,
Guildford, Surrey.

Son of William James Reynolds and Ellen Reynolds of “Orchard Leigh,” Shere,
Guildford, Surrey.

Husband of Mrs. L. M. Reynolds of 14, Melville Road, Maidstone, Kent.

Buried Terlincthun British Cemetery, Wimereux, Boulogne-sur-Mer, Pas de
Calais, France. Grave Ref: VI. F. 52.

George is commemorated on the Great War memorial plague which is located in
the parish church of St. James, Shere, Guildford, Surrey. George’s 21 year old
brother; Rifleman Douglas Reynolds of the 17th (Service) Battalion, Kings Royal
Rifle Corps, (British Empire League), who was a native of Sherbourne, Surrey fell
on 3 September 1916, is also commemorated on the above plaque, and on the
Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. At the time of the 1901 census, George was
employed as a Grocers Clerk, and was residing as a boarder at the home of
Joseph and Jessie Forest, at Shere Street, Shere, Guildford, Surrey.



The Second World War

1939 -1945

HUGHES, JOHN ALFRED. Private, 6287893.

4th Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment), attached to the Royal Army
Ordnance Corps.

Died 7 September 1940. Aged 21.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Alfred Hughes and of Alice May Hughes (née Chovie) of Tilmanstone,
Eastry, Kent.

Buried St. Andrews Churchyard, Tilmanstone, Kent.

Grave Ref: Row 3. Grave 18.

Pre war member of The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). Due to a number of
factors, gleaning information on British casualties of the Second World War is
always much harder, than those of the victims of the Great War. As can be seen
on the photograph above, on John’s headstone is the inscription “One of a gun
crew killed by enemy action London 7 September 1940.” Both the date and
location is very significant, as it is the first day of the ‘London Blitz.” During the
previous two months, the Luftwaffe had targeted R.A.F. airfields and radar
stations attempting to destroy them in preparation for the German invasion of
Great Britain. With invasion plans put on hold and eventually scrapped, Adolf
Hitler turned his attention to destroying London, in an attempt to demoralize the
population and force the British to come to terms. At around 1600 hours on the
day that John died, 348 German bombers escorted by 617 fighters attacked
London until 1800 hours. Two hours later, guided by the fires set by the first raid,
a second group of raiders commenced another attack which lasted until 0430
hours the following morning. The Blitz eventually ended on 11 May 1941 when
the FlUhrer called off the bombing raids in order to move his bombers east, in
preparation for the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union.
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SECOND WORLD WAR COMMEMORATION

UNVEILING AND DEDICATION SERVICE OF THE TILMANSTONE CIVIC WAR
MEMORIAL ON SUNDAY 9 OCTOBER 1921.
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